
STRUCTURAL DESIGN

SECTION 1605
LOAD COMBINATIONS

1605.1 General. Buildings and other structures and portions
thereof shall be designed to resist the load combinations speci­
fied in Section 1605.2 or 1605.3 and Chapters 18 through 23,
and the special seismic load combinations of Section 1605.4
where required by Section 12.3.3.3 or 12.10.2.1 of ASCE 7.
Applicable loads shall be considered, including both earth­
quake and wind, in accordance with the specified load combi­
nations. Each load combination shall also be investigated with
one or more of the variable loads set to zero.

1605.2 Load combinations using strength design or load
and resistance factor design.

1605.2.1 Basic load combinations. Where strength design
or load and resistance factor design is used, structures and
portions thereof shall resist the most critical effects from the
following combinations of factored loads:

structural elements that provide lateral support for the wall.
Such anchorage shall provide a positive direct connection
capable of resisting the horizontal forces specified in this
chapter but not less than a minimum strength design hori­
zontal force of 280 plf (4.10 kN/m) of wall, substituted for
"E" in the load combinations of Section 1605.2 or 1605.3.
Walls shall be designed to resist bending between anchors
where the anchor spacing exceeds 4 feet (1219 mm).
Required anchors in masonry walls ofhollow units or cavity
walls shall be embedded in a reinforced grouted structural
element of the wall. See Sections 1609 for wind design
requirements and see Section 1613 for earthquake design
requirements.

1604.8.3 Decks. Where supported by attachment to an exte­
rior wall, decks shall be positively anchored to the primary
structure and designed for both vertical and lateral loads as
applicable. Such attachment shall not be accomplished by
the use of toenails or nails subject to withdrawal. Where
positive connection to the primary building structure cannot
be verified during inspection, decks shall be self-support­
ing. For decks with cantilevered framing members, connec­
tions to exterior walls or other framing members shall be
designed and constructed to resist uplift resulting from the
full live load specified in Table 1607.1 acting on the cantile­
vered portion of the deck.

1604.9 Counteracting structural actions. Structural mem­
bers, systems, components and cladding shall be designed to
resist forces due to earthquake and wind, with consideration of
overturning, sliding, and uplift. Continuous load paths shall be
provided for transmitting these forces to the foundation. Where
sliding is used to isolate the elements, the effects of friction
between sliding elements shall be included as a force.

1604.10 Wind and seismic detailing. Lateral-force-resisting
systems shall meet seismic detailing requirements and limita­
tions prescribed in this code and ASCE 7, excluding Chapter
14 and Appendix 11A, even when wind code prescribed load
effects are greater than seismic load effects.

Exceptions:

1. Crane hook loads need not be combined with roof
live load or with more than three-fourths of the
snow load or one-half of the wind load.

2. Flat roof snow loads of 30 psf (1.44 kN/m2) or less
need not be combined with seismic loads. Where
flat roof snow loads exceed 30 psf (1.44 1~/m2),

20 percent shall be combined with seismic loads.

1605.3.1.1 Stress increases. Increases in allowable
stresses specified in the appropriate material chapter or
the referenced standards shall not be used with the load
combinations ofSection 1605.3.1, except that a duration
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I, = 1for floors in places ofpublic assembly, for live loads
in excess of 100 pounds per square foot (4.79 kN/m2),

and for parking garage live load, and

= 0.5 for other live loads.

]; = 0.7 for roof configurations (such as saw tooth) that do
not shed snow off the structure, and

= 0.2 for other roof configurations.

Exception: Where other factored load combinations are
specifically required by the provisions of this code, such
combinations shall take precedence.

1605.2.2 Other loads. Where Fa is to be considered in the
design, the load combinations of Section 2.3.3 of ASCE 7
shall be used.

1605.3 Load combinations using allowable stress design.

1605.3.1 Basic load combinations. Where allowable stress
design (working stress design), as permitted by this code, is
used, structures and portions thereof shall resist the most
critical effects resulting from the following combinations of
loads:
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