
Q

o

CHAPTER 3

GENERAL PRECAUTIONS AGAINST FIRE
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SECTION 301
GENERAL

301.1 Scope. The provisions of this chapter shall govern the
occupancy and maintenance of all structures and premises for
precautions against fire and the spread of fire.

301.2 Permits. Permits shall be required as set forth in Appen­
dix Chapter 1, Section 105.6 for the activities or uses regulated
by Sections 306, 307, 308.3, 308.4, 308.5 and 315.

SECTION 302
DEFINITIONS

302.1 Definitions. The following words and terms shall, for the
purposes of this chapter and as used elsewhere in this code,
have the meanings shownherein.

BONFIRE. An outdoor fire utilized for ceremonial purposes.

HI-BOY. A cart used to transport hot roofing materials on a
roof.

OPEN BURNING. The burning of materials wherein prod­
ucts of combustion are emitted directly into the ambient· air
without passing through a stack or chimney from an enclosed
chamber. Open burning does not include road flares,
smudgepots and similar devices associated with safety or occu­
pational uses typically considered open flames or recreational
fires. For the purpose of this definition, a chamber shall be
regarded as enclosed when, during the time combustion occurs,
only apertures, ducts, stacks, flues or chimneys necessary to
provide combustion air and permit the escape of exhaust gas
are open.

POWERED INDUSTRIAL TRUCK. A forklift, tractor,
platform lift truck or motorized hand truckpowered by an elec­
trical motor or internal combustion engine. Powered industrial
trucks do not include farm vehicles or automotive vehicles for
highway use.

RECREATIONAL FIRE. An outdoor fire burning materials
other than rubbish where the fuel being burned is not contained
in an incinerator, outdoor fireplace, barbeque grill or bal'beque
pit and has a total fuel area of 3 feet (914 mm) or less in diame­
ter and 2 feet (610 mm) or less in height for pleasure, religious,
ceremonial, cooking, wal'mth or similar purposes.

SECTION 303
ASPHALT KETTLES

303.1 Transporting. Asphalt (tal') kettles shall not be trans­
ported over any highway, road or street when the heat source
for the kettle is operating.

Exception: Asphalt (tal') kettles in the process of patching
road surfaces.

303.2 Location. Asphalt (tar) kettles shall not be located
within 20 feet (6096 mm) of any combustible material, com-
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bustible building surface or any building opening and within a
controlled area identified by the use of traffic cones, barriers or
other approved means. Asphalt (tar) kettles and pots shall not
be utilized inside or on the roof of a building or structure. Roof­
ing kettles and operating asphalt (tar) kettles shall not block
means of egress, gates, roadways or entrances.

303.3 Location of fuel containers. Fuel containers shall be
located at least 10 feet (3048 mm) from the burner.

Exception: Containers properly insulated from heat or
flame are allowed to be within 2feet (610 mm) ofthe burner.

303.4 Attendant. An operating kettle shall be attended by a
minimum of one employee knowledgeable of the operations
and hazards. The employee shall be within 100 feet (30 480
mm) of the kettle and have the kettle within sight. Ladders or
similar obstacles shall not form a part of the route between the
attendant and the kettle.

303.5 Fire extinguishers. There shall be a portable fire extin­
guisher complying with Section 906 and with a minimum
40-B:C rating within 25 feet (7620 mm) of each asphalt (tar)
kettle during the period such kettie is being utilized. Addition­
ally, there shall be one portable fIre extinguisher with a mini­
mum 3-A:40-B:C rating on the roof being covered.

303.6 Lids. Asphalt (tar) kettles shall be equipped with
tight-fItting lids.

303.7 Hi.boys. Hi-boys shall be constructed of
noncombustible materials. Hi- boys shall be limited to a capac­
ity of55 gallons (208 L). Fuel sOUrces or heating elements shall
not be allowed as part of a hi-boy.

303.8 Roofing kettles. Roofing kettles shall be constructed of
noncombustible materials.

303.9 Fuel containers under air pressure. Fuel containers
that operate under air pressure shall not exceed 20 gallons (76
L) in capacity and shall be approved.

SECTION 304
COMBUSTIBLi: WASTE MATERIAL

304.1 Waste accumulation prohibited. Combustible waste
material creating a fire hazard shall notbe allowed to accumu­
late in buildingsor structures or upon premises.

304.1.1 Waste material. Accumulations of wastepaper,
wood, hay, straw, weeds, litter or combuiitible or flammable
waste or rubbish ofany type shall not be permitted to remain
on a roof or in any court, Yal'd, vacant lot, alley, parking lot,
open space, or beneath a grandstand, bleacher, pier, wharf,
manufactured home, recreational vehicle or other siniilar
structure.

304.1.2 Vegetation. Weeds, grass, vines or other growth
that is capable of being ignited and endangering property,
shall be cut down and removed by the owner or occupant of
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