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CHAPTER 4
EMERGENCY PLANNING AND PREPAREDNESS

SECTION 401
GENERAL

401.1 Scope. Reporting of emergencies, coordination with
emergency response forces, emergency plans and procedures
for managing or responding to emergencies shall comply with
the provisions of this section.

Exception: Firms that have approved on-premises
fire-fighting organizations and that are in compliance with
approved procedures for fire reporting.

401.2 Approval. Where required by this code, fire safety
plans, emergency procedures, and employee training programs
shall be approved by the fire code official.

401.3 Emergency forces notification. In the event an
unwanted fire occurs on a property, the owner or occupant shall
immediately report such condition to the fire department.
Building employees and tenants shall implement the appropri-
ate emergency plans and procedures. No person shall, by ver-
bal or written directive, require any delay in the reporting of a
fire to the fire department.

401.3.1 Making false report. It shall be unlawful for a per-
son to give, signal, or transmit a false alarm.

401.3.2 Alarm activations. Upon activation of a fire alarm
signal, employees or staff shall immediately notify the fire
department.

401.3.3 Emergency evacuation drills. Nothing in this sec-
tion shall prohibit the sounding of a fire alarm signal or the
carrying out of an emergency evacuation drill in accerdance
with the provisions of Section 405.

401.4 Interference with fire department operations. It shall
be unlawful to interfere with, attempt to interfere with, con-
spire to interfere with, obstruct or restrict the mobility of or
block the path of travel of a fire department emergency vehicle
in any way, or to interfere with, attempt to interfere with, con-
spire to interfere with, obstruct or hamper any fire depaltment
operation.

401.5 Security device. Any security device. or system that
emits any medium that could obscure a means of egress in any
building, structure or premise shall be prohibited.

SECTION 402
DEFINITIONS

402.1 Definition. The following word and term shall, for the
purposes of this chapter and as used elsewhere in this code,
have the meaning shown herein.

EMERGENCY EVACUATION DRILL. An exercise per-
formed to train staff and occupants and to evaluate their effi-
ciency and effectiveness in carrying out emergency evacuation
procedures.

2007 CALIFORNIA FIRE CODE

SECTION 403
PUBLIC ASSEMBLAGES AND EVENTS

403.1 Fire watch personnel. When, in the opinion of the fire
code official, it is essential for public safety in a place of assem-
bly or any other place where people congregate, because of the
number of persons, or the nature of the performance, exhibi-
tion, display, contest or activity, the owner, agent or lessee shall
provide one or more fire watch personnel, as required and
approved, to remain on duty during the times such places are
open to the public, or when such activity is being conducted.

403.1.1 Duties. Fire watch personnel shall keep diligent
watch for fires, obstructions to means of egress and other
hazards during the time such place is open to the public or
such activity is being conducted and take prompt measures
for remediation of hazards, extinguishment of fires that
occur and assist in the’evacuation of the public from the
structures.

403.2 Public safety plan. In other than Group A or E occupan-
cies, where the fire code official determines that an indoor or
outdoor gathering of persons has an adverse impact on public
safety through diminished access to buildings, structures, fire
hydrants and fire apparatus access roads or where such gather-
ings adversely affect public safety services of any kind, the fire
code official shall have the authority to order the development
of, or prescribe a plan for, the provision of an approved level of
public safety.

403.2.1 Contents. The public safety plan, where required
by Section 403.2, shall address such items as emergency
vehicle ingress and egress, fire protection, emergency medi-
cal services, public assembly areas and the directing of both
attendees and vehicles (including the parking of vehicles),
vendor and food concession distribution, and the need for
the presence of law enforcement, and fire and emergency
medical services personnel at the event.

SECTION 404
FIRE SAFETY AND EVACUATION PLANS

404.1 General. Fire safety and evacuation plans shall comply
with the requirements of this section.

404.2 Where required. An approved fire safety and evacua-
tion plan shall be prepared and maintained for the following
occupancies and buildings.

1. Group A, other than Group A occupancies used exclu-
sively for purposes of religious worship that have an oc-

.cupant load less than 2,000.

2. Group B buildings having an occupant load of 500 or
more persons or more than 100 persons above or below
the lowest level of exit discharge.

3. Group E.

4. Group H.
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