
CHAPTER 14

EXl1ERIOR WALLS

SECTION 1401
GENERAL

1401.1 Scope. The provisions of this chapter shall establish the
minimum requirements for exterior walls; exterior wall cover­
ings; exterior wall openings; exterior windows and doors;
architectural trim; balconies and similar projections; and bay
and oriel windows.

SECTION 1402
DEFINITIONS

1402.1 General. The following words and terms shall, for the
purposes of this chapter and as used elsewhere in this code,
have the meanings shown herein.

ADHERED MASONRY VENEER. Veneer secured and sup­
ported through the adhesion of an approved bonding material
applied to an approved backing.

ANCHORED MASONRY VENEER. Veneer secured with
approved mechanical fasteners to an approved backing.

JRAClKJll'l"G. The wall or surface to which the veneer is secured.

EXTERIOR WALL. A wall, bearing or nonbearing, that is
used as an enclosing wall for a building, other than a fire wall,
and that has a slope of 60 degrees (1.05 rad) or greater with the
horizontal plane.

lEXT~RIOR~ALL COVERING. A material or assembly of
matenals applIed on the exterior side of exterior walls for the
purpose of providing a weather-resisting barrier, insulation or
for aesthetics, including but not limited to, veneers, siding,
exterior insulation and finish systems, architectural trim and
embellishments such as cornices, soffits, facias, gutters and
leaders.

lEXT,ERIOR WALL ENVELOPE. A system or assembly of
extenor wall components, including exterior wall finish mate­
rials, that provides protection of the building structuralmem­
bers, "including framing and sheathing materials, and
conditioned interior space, from the detrimental effects of the
exterior environment.

IF][BER CEMENT SIDING. A manufactured fiber-reinforc­
ing product made with an inorganic hydraulic 'or calcium sili­
cate binder formed by chemical reaction and reinforced with
organic or inorganic nonasbestos fibers, or both. Additives that
e~hance man~facturing or product performance are peqnitted.
FIber cement siding products have either smooth or textured
f~ces and are intended for exterior wall and related applica­
tIons.

METAL COMPOSITE MATERIAL (MCM). A fac­
tory-manufactured panel consisting of metal skins bonded to
both faces of ,a plastic core.

METAL CQMPOSITE MATERIAL (MCM) SYSTEM.
An exterior ~all finish system fabricated using MCM in a spe-
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.cific assembly inCluding joints, seams, attachments, substrate,
framing and other details as appropriate to a particular design.

VENEER. A facing attached to a wall for the purpose of pro­
viding ornamentation, protection or insulation, but'not counted
as adding strength to the wall.

VINYL SIDING. A shaped material, made principally from
rigid polyvinyl chloride (PVC), that is used as an exterior wall
covering.

WATER-RESISTIVE BARRIER. A material behind an
exterior wall covering that is intended to resist liquid water that
has penetrated behind the exterior covering from further
intruding into the exterior wall assembly.

SECTION 1403
PERFORMANCE REQUIREMENTS

1403.1 General. The provisions of this section shall apply to
exterior walls, wall coverings and components thereof.

1403.2 Weather protection. Exterior walls shall provide the
building with a weather-resistant exterior wall envelope. The
exterior wall envelope shall include flashing, as described in
Section 1405.3. The exterior wall envelope shall be designed
and constructed in such a manner as to prevent the accumula­
tion of water within the wall assembly by providing a
water-resistive barrier behind the exterior veneer, as described
in Section 1404.2, and a means for draining water that enters
the assembly to the exterior. Protection against condensation in
the exterior wall assembly shall be provided in accordance with
the California Energy Code, Section 150 ofTitle 24, Part 6.

Exceptions:

1. A weather-resistant exterior wall envelope shall not
be required over concrete or masonry walls designed
in accordance with Chapters 19 and 21, respectively.

2. Compliance with the requirements for a means of
drainage, and the requirements of Sections 1404.2
and 1405.3, shall not be required for an exterior wall

_envelope that has been demonstrated through testing
to resist wind-driven rain, including joints, penetra­
tions arid intersections with dissimilar materials,· in
accordance with ASTM E 331 under the following
conditions:

2.1. Exterior wall envelope test assemblies shall
include at least one opening, one controljoint,
one wall/eave interface and one wall sill. All
tested openings and penetrations shall be rep­
resentative of the intended end-use configura­
tion. ,-
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