2007 CALIFORNIA PLUMBING CODE

METRIC SYSTEM
(INTERNATIONAL SYSTEM OF UNITS - S))
(Continued)
TO CONVERT INTO MULTIPLY BY
Liters Gallons (U.S. liquid) 0.2642
Meters Feet 3.281
Meters Inches 39.37
Meters Yards 1.094
Meters/second Feet/second 3.281
Meters/second Miles/hr 2.237
Miles (statute) Kilometers 1.609
Miles /hour Meters/minute 26.82
Millimeters Inches 0.03937
Ounces (fluid) Liters 0.02957
Pints (liquid) Cubic centimeters 473.2
Pounds Kilograms 0.4536
PSI Pascals 6,895
Quarts (liquid) Liters - 0.9463
Radians Degrees 57.30
Square inches Square millimeters 645.2
Square meters Square inches 1,550
Square millimeters Square inches 1.550 x 10°
Watts Btu/hour 3.4129
Watts Btu/minute 0.05688
Watts Foot-pounds/second 0.7378
Watts Horsepower 1.341 x 10°

When the plumbing industry, including plumbers, suppliers, and manufacturers, actually begins the metric
conversion program, it will undoubtedly follow the guidelines of committees selected from all phases of the
construction industry as set up under the American National Metric Council.

The final preferred units used will be those that apply to our industry and will be of the magnitude to
simplify and ease job calculations and avoid confusion and ambiguity.

The conversion looks complex and confusing, but when the metric system was first proposed in France, an
attempt was made to include a ten-hour day, a ten-day week, and ten months to the year, but cooler heads
prevailed and our time still follows the sun and seasons. Likewise, assigning new units or numbers to the
quantities we must work with cannot change the basic hydraulic principles that plumbers have worked with
throughout history.

Information on conversion factors is provided by ANSI, the American National Metric Council, and the
Division of Designatronics, Inc.
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