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408.5.5 Resident participation. Emergency evacuation
drills shall involve the actual evacuation of residents to a
selected assembly point

408.6 Group 1·2 occupancies. Group 1-2 occupancies shall
comply with the requirements of Sections 408.6.1 and 408.6.2
and Sections 401 through 406. Drills are not required to com­
ply with the time requirements of Section 405.4.

408.6.1 Evacuation not required. During emergency
evacuation drills, the movement of patients to safe areas or
to the exterior of the building is not required.

408.6.2 Coded alarm signal. When emergency evacuation
drills are conducted after visiting hours or when patients or
residents are expected to be asleep, a coded announcement
is allowed instead of audible alarms.

408.7 Group 1-3 occupancies. Group 1-3 occupancies shall
comply with the requirements of Sections 408.7.1 through
408.7.4 and Sections 401 through 406.

408.7.1 Employee training. Employees shall be instructed
in the proper use of portable fire extinguishers and other
manual fIre suppression equipment. Training of new staff
shall be provided promptly upon entrance on duty.
Refresher training shall be provided at least annually.

408.7.2 Staffing. Group 1-3 occupancies shall be provided
with 24-hour staffing. Staff shall be within three floors or
300 feet (91 440 mm) horizontal distance of the access door
of each resident housing area. In Use Conditions 3, 4 and 5,
as defIned in Chapter 2, the arrangement shall be such that
the staff involved can start release of locks necessary for
emergency evacuation or rescue and initiate other necessary
emergency actions within 2 minutes of an alarm.

Exception: Staff shall not be required to be within three
floors or 300 feet (9144 mm) in areas in which all locks
are unlocked remotely and automatically in accordance
with Section 408.4 of the California Building Code.

408.7.3 Notification. Provisions shall be made for residents
in Use Conditions 3, 4 and 5, as defined in Chapter 2, to
readily notify staff of an emergency.

408.7.4 Keys. Keys necessary for unlocking doors installed
in a means of egress shall be individually identifIable by
both touch and sight.

408.8 Group R·l occupancies. Group R-l ~ccupanciesshall
comply with the requirements of Sections 408.8.1 through
408.8.3 and Sections 401 through 406.

408.8.1 Evacuation diagrams. A diagram depicting two
evacuation routes shall be posted on or immediately adja­
cent to every required egress door from each hotel, motel or
dormitory sleeping unit.

408.8.2 Emergency duties. Upon discovery of a fIre or sus­
pected fire, hotel, motel and dormitory employees shall per­
form the following duties:

1. Activate the fire alarm system, where provided.

2. Notify the public fire department.

3. Take other action as previously instructed.
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408.8.3 Fire safety and evacuation instructions. Informa­
tion shall be provided in the fIre safety and evacuation plan
required by Section 404to allow guests to decide whether to
evacuate to the outside, evacuate to an area ofrefuge, remain
in place, or any combination of the three.

408.9 Group R·2 occupancies. Group R-2 occupancies shall
comply with the requirements of Sections 408.9.1 through
408.9.3 and Sections 401 through 406.

408.9.1 Emergency guide. A fIre emergency guide shall be
provided which describes the location, function and use of
fIre protection equipment and appliances accessible to resi­
dents, including fIre alarm systems, smoke alarms, and por­
table fire extinguishers. The guide shall also include an
emergency evacuation plan for each dwelling unit.

408.9.2 Maintenance. Emergency guides shall be reviewed
and approved in accordance with Section 401.2.

408.9.3 Distribution. A copy of the emergency guide shall
be given to each tenant prior to initial occupancy.

408.10 Group R·4 occupancies. Group R-4 occupancies shall
comply with the requirements of Sections 408.10.1 through
408.10.5 and Sections 401 through 406.

408.10.1 Fire safety and evacuation plan. The fIre safety
and evacuation plan required by Section 404 shall include
special staff actions, including fire protection procedures
necessary for residents, and shall be amended or revised
upon admission of a resident with unusual needs.

408.10.2 Staff training. Employees shall be periodically
instructed and kept informed of their duties and responsibil­
ities under the plan. Such instruction shall be reviewed by
the staff at least every two months. A copy of the plan shall
be readily available at all times within the facility.

408.10.3 Resident training. Residents capable of assisting
in their own evacuation shall be trained in the proper actions
to take in the event of a fIre. The training shall include
actions to take if the primary escape route is blocked. Where
the resident is given rehabilitation or habilitation training,
training in fire prevention and actions to take in the event of
a fIre shall be a part of the rehabilitation training program.
Residents shall be trained to assist each other in case of fIre
to the extent their physical and mental abilities permit them
to do so without additional personal risk.

408.10.4 Drill frequency. Emergency evacuation drills
shall be conducted at least six times per year, two times per
year on each shift. Twelve drills shall be conducted in the
fIrst year ofoperation. Drills are not required to comply with
the time requirements of Section 405.4.

408.10.5 Resident participation. Emergency evacuation
drills shall involve the actual evacuation of residents to a
selected assembly point and shall provide residents with
experience in exiting through all required exits. All required
exits shall be used during emergency evacuation drills.

Exception: Actual exiting from windows shall not be
required. Opening the window and signaling for help
shall be an acceptable alternative.
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