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[Strike out all nfter the enacting clause and insert the j inr t printed in i t i i l l c . |

N ACT
' To provide a national budget system and an independent audit

of Government accounts, and for other purposes.

., 1 Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-

2 live$ °f rfie United States of America in-Congress assembled,

3 That (a) there in created in flic oMice of ( l i e President a

4 -Bureau of the Bndiyet.—There -shall he in the bureau a

5 director and an a^' istanl 'director, who diall he• appointed

0 bv'4he President and receve of -si0.000 itml

a ear,

8

r e s e c t i v e l - : — -The- t>wiqtnnt— (li-rector-shall >erforni

K** as-l l ie -director- niny de^i^Hrtte, and during th

{.) absence ()riiiert^wf4iy-of4ke-4ttveR>r--()r during- a vtieuney in

.ID., tiic olh'ce oLdh'eeluir-lie-ahuliracit us- di roct-oF? ----------- •



, 2

1 (b) The direetw. with the-approval of the President.

1> *kall appoint and iix t in* euuipenMui'ou of well employees

:> awl inn-kc -sueli ('^)eH(li<in?('.s-for'-yont'.-printin*r. telegrams,

4 (deplume. law l i ixik;- . book:* -ol' reference. periodioalfC - R t a -

5 t ionerv.- f i i n i i t u r c . — oHicc — equipment.* other s

. . . . .
<! wcci-^ry cxpcnsts-ol iltt1 ollicc in- niny from t ime-to-t imc

•*
7 Uc provided l'or-li\--<-'oHn-tv?.^ — All e i i i {» l<>yocs H*-il'Hj-lmrcim'

s \ \h( i . - . ( i - ( j ( i in | ) ( i t i^a l i iHi i-^ leN'^flttw — s^yi )( ) u \ c n r u l i a l l be

+ -f+«>— l-j-fs — HJ— t'lhitWt^—fmHtt^efl— Ut — (4hj — (-ivil
r •>

\ \ t f h - l l i c civil-i^

I '>v >rtinry i i t - exc t ;^^ o I' —sA. ( ) ( ) ( ) n y(-^r— Miid- i to l i i iorc ' - t lnni three

14 fK^w^-rtiipointcd by b i i n > k n l l lie |mi(l- i i >rtlnry nl l l i i U - rate.

1:") SKC. -J. Tlnil (a) ihe-14ttFcaii of ike r>n(lu'et

1 (! fkr— t^^^Hf-Ht— fh^-^fFt'HyHirttt^e-ol' the [)m\cr-*

I" i i | » i n I I H H I^M-hi>-rV<47 — ^k^4>H-^^H-^hrt44-rt4^<>-innke a careful

1 '^ i i i v e . - i t i f f l i t i o n ot-HH-jtHnv^ifH^-of-lttw-^rtliiiii- 'in nny \va\Kvit l t

15* ihe ])r^|>arrt^HH-mi4-lrMii^iiii>4Htt— fn-<-W^fess of enHinnft^T

- ' * and-lhe prej»arafifHt- :H-Hfl— ^H^HHt^MHii <o ( '(^tttwx- of l i i tancial

- ' da ta of aiiv-elirt-twfeiv-in en;tltMi-H-»— ̂ cicrn l i n e - \v-lutt-
«

-- ^ 4 ^ H ^ ^ l ( l • l ) e made in ! ,u('l

-.'5

-4 faltnn•iM^<^^^^rt-ttti<4-e^ftH^^H:^^-^.l4rt]Mie- l i r i

tT— }--evise'd— mtd brought in to haniiHiiv- wi l l t
- - % - - - - — *"
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the- alternative budget wl i ic l i f l i c i» . b iipc-tion G

required to submit £ ( > • Congress: — Tho n>mltff-oT fjiicli in

vostigation-shall- bc-cmliodu'd in a rcf)/rt or reports to the

President, who may .transmit fo Congress suoli report or

reports, or nny part • thereof, with nic-h recommendations

regarding' tht'-m'tion-wln'cli-i-H-kis opi-nion nhonld-b\ taken

upon'tliC' innttci'!' covered by -.^wh-i

-fit) — A41

oHico.'i, iiiyciicics. or o t l ic r ofrtl^UskmciHs ol' -the ( iovcrnii iont ,

oxccfi l ' - t l io-Ix '^islnlis-c r>rnHe]^-ttH<4-fnc Sttprciiic Court, sh^U

furnish — f«— flie — President .-ftfk— 4-HJ'HHtmfH^H — rc^ardin^ .(he

trertfHw*; — liiiniicinl

'^nt'. (Hid iiictHH4^-Hl'--l)ii-:iw-^-f4-fkt4f-t:e^[)Octiv('-on'ic('s -as
«

t 'nun t ime 1»> l imc-iV(| i i i rc of l l i c in . mid ( l ie Director

<4-fhc Hurcrtii of th s— rt>s;«tant-s — w
••

i ' l iai l . for

or

l- ' and all ol l tor

tMl to make csti

-4 fHtH-es-)V»t--lhft-[»H^lift---pfHe<'r---ltaU-HtiHttalh^>n)iiiii[ their CHti

t-H|' to i l u * S^t-rcturv nf the

•f

400



4

1 Treasury, and nt tho saine time the Secretary of tho Treasury

2 shall-Hubmit to the President his estimates of the nccdo of hio

3 deportment, and for the permanent appropriations not other

4 wbe estimated for, and nueh estimates of the public revenues

5 nnd-tho condition of—the-Treamirv an 'the President may
^^"^•^ • »•

6 ^11 y*f\/~tt- ""
V I I I vv>l .

7 Sr.r. l.-Tliat the-Um^klent ^hnll transmit to Congress

8 on the first dnv of em-h regular session af ter the calendar year
• * »/

9 1019 a doemueiit- tn l>e known as The Budget, which-docu-

10 mont iihall contain balanced statements of the revenues and
'55

11 r-rprnilitnrr of tlir flnvmmimf fur tlir rnrrrdin^ fhrnl }A~

12 and—of the resources mid l inhi l i t ies of tl)o Trcuaury nt the

13 closo-of the year, liis-cstiniatos of the re.voniics and expend!

14 (ares of Hie ( iovornment for the •(•urrent finoal year-and of

15 tlio resources and-lii thili l icn of (ho Tremuiry at tUe^losc of

16 Ihc year. 111?' C i . t i i nn tc^ -n l ' flic rcvcnue-iuid cxponditure needs

17 of (ho ( iovenmio i i t f o r - t h e oitMiin*; fiscal year, and• how-,-

18 in Inn opinion, tlic^o nee(k"^lu>uld be met.:—The estimates-el

19 oxpoiulilmw-fHE-thc Le.ii'isliUive Brancli of tlie (iovornment

20 and t l ie Supreme ( \nir l—shal l - Ix^ thoM* sulmlifted to

21 1^-esidcnl.—The IVt^-idcnl ^ l i n l l tmnsniH with such

. 22 su'ch f u r t h e r d i i ln^Hi j rMrd i i iy the l i imnc 'ml nll'airs of the-(!ov-

23 cnin icm nnd such rccomtneiKlnliiiiis- 'iH-H'ltitioii thereto na lie

24 deems ]>ro)jerT '



1 " SEO. 6. That, except affothorwiiio provided in thio Act, j f-"
:.V ;

2 the "ntatutefl governing the contents, order, ,and nrrangc

3 " mcnt of the estimates of appropriations and receipts, and the
•̂"-̂  . N

4 notes and other' data submitted thcrcwith/shall apply to the

5 estimates submitted to the President under section 37 and to '

6 the estimates for (he expenditure, needs of the Government

7 when transmitted by the President under section 1.
- *

H Si;c. 0. That the President, in addition to the budget

9 herein required to be trn|^nittcd.--f ilmll frmnnnn't at the

1 () same time and-for the service of the fiscal year ending June -f

I [ 00, 192^, only, an alternative budget prepared in nneli fonn ' -

12 and according to aucb s}r.fjteiu of claijuificatkm aud--itenti'/.ti

13 tion as -is, in his opinion, most appropriate, with sue.li ex

14 planatory notes and tables, as ma}' be necessary to .show

15 where, in-sueh budget, the various homo cnibraccd-in the

16 budget provided for in section '1 arc contained-.—The altorna

< • 17 t ivc budget sliall also I'nnkc known tho'casential facts regard

18 tng the condition of-t-hc Trea.snry, rcvcnueii, and expenditures,

1 i) appropriations, and what , in the opinion of the President-, a¥c
0

20 the revenue and-cxpenditnrc needs* of the ( iovermnent for

2-1 the ensuing (iscal year, and how thoije needii Mhould be

•2# SKC-7. That a f t e r iJmjc J M ) . 1920; no ost'nuate or re

24 (|iio!j( for any appropriation, and—no recommendation—as

25 to hostile revenue, noeds of the (iuvermnent should he. met,



6

1 iihnll hr nnbinit ted to- ConyiTM by any offiorr of the cxccu

2 live branch of tho Oovornmcnt c:coopt the President, un

;} k".w at the request of oithpr-IIouso of Congress.

4 Si:c. 8. That a f t e r June 80, 10:20, special nnd add!

,"> t ional 'estimates -n i ay -be - ' t rnns in i t t od by tlio President to

(> fH-'ovid«'--ft>H'Hr expendi tures under niiy laws pasaed since

7 (4ie traViiiii '-ion nl l l i c rcirular cMiniatos containod-in tlic
a

*
x lnidirct mid- fU) I'm- n i i p n i p r m t i o i i f \vluch. in Ins judg

v '*• '!) \rc iicce^sfrFv— lor ^ l l ( ' - tu i l i l t ! 1 '"crvicc. nnd he dmll ii
.

I ( ) M U ' l i c s t i n m l c ^ \ \ i l l i n -frt-^uiciit of 4-hc ronson;; thcrcfofT

I 1 Si:c. D. — ̂ krt4 — there H cvciUcd a — ilt ' jwtmcnt — to lie
N ••

1 L' ktiown 1^- f l i c .•Vccomitiiiir- Dcp iu l i iKMi t . which ' V h u l l ho- an

I •') e- i»l>l is |micfr i — (4 — f-ta — Uovcninicnf — H x l c j K M i d c i i t — wf — flte

1 4 cM'c i i l ivc dciifH- 'frnt ' i i t" »nid under — f-ta — cmitrol tuid — dircc

tj — Pn inp in i l l c r — ( i cncn i l -of — l4w — I 'niH'd — States.

('r of f l ie TivMi'i ir and As!iii^

1 7 ( ' i i i i i | i t r « ' l l i T ol i l u 1 - Trcn-iiiT nrc nhdli i -hcd. lo take c(T('c4
' •

ctTs tutd c i n i l o c e M of t l ic

1!) nll'icc ol' — ̂ ^-^MmfX+'nllcr of — fhjf frrert-ury sholl — become
•/ ,

- < > n4lit^ I-N Miid"(4tff4t»¥ee>< iii the • Accounting Department nt

- I f l u - i r iJ•|•|ld^s-^Ht4-^al^He^ on 'Ink — h — 1()1?0, i\nd all booiin,

'-; I 'm' i i i lnre. oHiee ( ' (ni ipiucnt , and

ri\ i l l - fk^-nllict' ol' l l i c ( 'o inptrol lcr of the TITHM-
»

ing Department.

412



1 v T-bcrc shall-be in the Accounting Department n .('omp-

2 trailer (jcnoral of the I'liitocl States and an Aanfctant Comp

. 3 trullor (Jc'iicnil of the I ' l i i tcd States, who !,lmll by ap'pointt'd

4 \)\ t-ho -President with the lulvic-c -and if t lu'Sc'natc'

5 nnd ahull receive sttlttric-i of -.sl-D.-OOO mid' -ST. <")()() a vcnr. y6r
1 t

*

T) frpcctivoly. — Tlic Assisttiul Coni])l roller ( i c i i c m l shall pcr-

diitio." — rts — HWV i-H — him b the

J )

10

11

Comptroller (ioncrnl. mid dnr i i iy ( l i e n ln -c i i cc or i i i c ) i ] > ( i c i l v

of- t l i r Comptroller ,-(1(

office. — f4wH — «4 — n*

<n - during n vncai ic in t lnif

<-i-cii('i'nl-. -onip-

•t roller-'' ( ipiiprnl J 11 ,. *%
(Hltptrollcf—w-eWW

olHcc — dimny — Sr

romovpd jit aiiv time' hv concurrent resolution of (

14

15

1(5

17

18

19

20

1>1

22

•>X

24

25

after notice and n. — m— fkcir- u d m e n t . ' Hie

Comptroller (icnend or A1^

been incl l ic ipnt . or u ' i i i l l \ - ol i o nhn 4 iiiiillCu

in ollicc. or ol im\ I ' c lo i iV '

tni])i t i idc.-«n(l- for no -oi l ier

except by i

An (!

m •ito-olkcr I I I H I I I I C H

(»(4ioral removed in l l K V . i J m i n i c r /lieycin- |n»\4dc<l s

itteliffiltle lw-t-vn|>[)«>inl-m<Htl to l lni l -ol l ic t 'T

^\ ' lu i^l u <-'

*11 •

,r
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1 ' The provisions of this Act relating to the Accounting

2 Department shall ho effective on July 1,1020;
* ,

3 SIT. 10. — That ull powers and duties 'now conferred .

4 or igipoi-ed b y l a w upon the-(Vmiptr'oller-of the Treasury

5 w-upon-the Auditor fur • the — ̂ redwiiy Department, the

G,* "Auditor for the \\iu- Department, 'ritt1 Audi tor fur-the--In
* > . »

7 tcrior Department. the Audi to r 'for f l ic Navy Department,

8 he Auditor-i 'or the State* and other l)e]mrtmcntc'i, -or the

9 Ajidi tor - for the 1W- Office I)e]mrtincnt 'flhnll, so far' aij
v

10 n < > ( iiH'onsi.n'tciit with this -'Acl. 1>o vested in a-nd imposed
***

11 - n ] ) D i i - t l i e Aecuunt i in r l ) e |> i i r t i i i ( ' i i t ' t u id lie exercised without

12 din-flioii from unv oilier oltieer. and the hnlnncaR-oortifiod
' - ' ' S

13 1'v the Compfrollcr ( ioHcrn l -^ l in l l 1>e i innl ami- conolu^ivo

•
14 ujion the Executive Hrnnch of the (lovernment. — The nl

15 f i - i n i i I iy t l i e ( ' ( unp t ro l l c r ( icnenil of netHcnienjj; ' ' iffl^To by the N
* * . .

16 *i.\ '<ni(li( <»•'•. i-i'l'crrcd to in t h i s - 'shc^i^it i^lial l he-.disoont-inued,
. . .

17 cxcepl-Ms to scnl(Miiciif^-Htrtde before i lnly 1. 1920.
*

18 - SeH-HMi ^I 'M? nf the- "Revised S tn tu te -^ i's hereby amended

1'9 (o r eu l n;<
* . ' * / • • %
20 , "Si-:c. L ^ { ( i . - - . \ l l ' c l M i i i i - mid ^demands wlmteve'r ny -the

21 Iniilrd '.Shite- of- n^n i i i^ t thetn- imd-»ll ncconnts wlmtovor in

22 \v l i i < ' l ) i h e . I ' n i t e d StiUe^^vrc- t n e o r n e d . either' a» dehtorn or

23

24

' '• .' t



9
\

91 BEO. 11. That the officcn of the six auditors onumcrdtcd

2 in section'10 shall he abolished, toytnke effect July '!,• -10*30. t

m - '. ' . "
ccs ^hiill bo tranflforacd,

* *"

4 at their present falnries. to become officers of .the A'ccowitiriff ,

/$ Department. AJ1 other officers nHd'emploveefrof thenc offi'co'i

6 RhftU become officersand employees in t l i e Accounting Be-

7 ptvrtment a t - the i r «rrndc'i nnd mlaries on July 1. 1920.—A4t

5 books, records, documents., paper*, furni ture. , oflice t ('([/lip

9 mcnt, flnd other property of these offices nhnll become the

l(h property--of the .\ceonntin«r IV^HtHnenf:—The Accnuii t inir

11 Depnrtni(Hit ^ l i » l l oecnpv t l i e rooms-iK^Vr--()ccui>ie4—kv . tke
1 , ) i i " t

•urv. mid the ''i\-HotHcr of- thc 'OofimtroJcr of tb*1-

I ,

13 rot'orrcd to in iicction 10 u n t i l nthcrw'iM- provided.
"

1"-1 rvH(1. l i>. That t l i o ' C o i i i i i t r o l l e i - ("uMieml-4>nll

If) remove', ftiul — fe — tk? — eHiitpci^rt-fion of — >Mcl i t ol
« •

1 (I omidoyccs in tlio dcji i i r t i iK'nt us mny from lime lo-Vntic he

1 7 provided for l>y Conyn'ss. nnd pcrloDii n i l . n ( l u - r duties- ot'-n
*'" ^" ' •

\ * hond-ot'an independent (iovc'o ' —

19 a]>pointiMen(s. except to positions ctH-Tyiiiy o-»>|(H';v-oPx^T

20 ai'Venr. nlif t l l be made from lisls-ol'-reluyiblt'!* i'lirnii-lwtl-liv

21 (vivil.Servic('H- !oii.niiiy<ioii, mid in i i c ( ' « i i ' « lnncc - \ \ i ( , l j ( l i e - c i v i l

t service - Inws inui rcjfiil»ti»tiS7—No person- oppoinlcd 1>\ - the

2.'5 ( ' o i i i ) ) t r ( i H e r ( i ene rn l s lml l be-puid—H—siihjry in-excels of
\

24 /S^7^\00 H yenr, mid no! more th r t in three -pcM'sons

- 11) K. 97.83

4

J
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by him shall bo paid ta salary at that rate. — Until March 6y

1031. no 'person- -who at' tho time of — tho-pnssage -of this

Act liolds off ice as one of -the<- six-auditors referred to- m

• ' . . I ' *
section lO.-and \vliH-in punjiiiiJice of section 11 is transferred

to tho A (.'count ii iff Dqmrtmoht, shall bo removed from office

or-lmve-his compensation reduced. e.\cc])t for pause. — All offi-
=--•

eerfr nnd employers of the department, whether transferred

to (l ie department -in pursuance -of section M or appointed by

t-lie (.'onijttrellcr ( I t 'ncral . Khali-perform ?'tu'Ti dntios as nuiy be

»S!-ifflied to t ho in liv l l u * (Vmntrol lcr (icncral. — Tlic Comp

^roller ( icncral t i l i a l l make elicit niles and rcfflilaMon^- an may

luMiocc^ary for carrying mi the- work of t-hc dopurtinent.

Stic. In. That t i n - . (Vn ' i ip tn i l l e r (itwrnl shall invogti-

«jalo. at ' t l ic\ > ' ( v i t ol yovor i i i iu ' i i t or olscwhcrc, all — matters
* ' "'

rciafiiiu' 4H-fke-yec(M[)t-mul dtsUir^oincnt of 'public fund.'t. nnd

^4^aJ^ i nako (o C'on^iv-^, u( t l u * I'K'^iniuH^- nf • each — r

session, a report in wiuw^--- ot'--ttu'-\voVk of th

t.- conloininy l

*4^1(11 ion ke-niii\

' concernng;'

- t h e

^rnd-accuratc— fcn<lil-i<rn MH4-^ef(4ehHent ol accountM awl con

mrtffef-! H'latin'j to— f lie rccet|)(-an(l <lw
•> _

ic I'mid* Mf-lie i+my -think -ad v-isahk*: — i«

•J4

l-s at any t ime

e>N-i>4H-^e-HSH>ii-. he ''hall make recommendations look-

y t>r c'Jlk'ifaieu in '.public, expe.iulidn'o.^

416'



It
1 life, sluiil make suph-invoHtigotionn and reports ns- shall bo

•2 ordered hy cither House, of rong.ro.qH or by any committee of

3 cither House having; jurisdiction'ovcir ,revenue, appropria

4 tions, or expenditure—The Cforhptrollcr-Oicncral shall also,

f) ftt the request o£ any such coinmittcc, direct assistants from

(r Ins office to furnish-flio committt'e sucli aid-and infonnation aa

7 the committee may -request.—The Comptroller General shall

-.i':

jK'eially ro.))or( to the (•on^ress-^vcry cji-pcnditiirc or contract

9

10

1 1

12

13

U

u;

17

11)

i'()

inndo liy any hotul of a (lej)artinont inSqiy year- in excess -of

the appropriation to suc-h (Ic'pnrtiiioiit and in violation -of low.

All ( lopnr t i i i cn tn . biironiiii, ,'!, offices,

agencies, or otlicj' cstnhlisliinents of the- (iover.imicnt, except

the LeyislatJTe JJraneli MIK! the >

to- the (

lam:e JJraneli Mild the Sn))reiiHp

lyinptroller (icueral ,such. iul'

.-shall furnish

iul'ornmtwti—regarding

t4tc powers, duties, tu- t iv i t ics . oiyaiii/ation. linancml trans

actions, and -•'iiiotliods ol'-husirte.^s of-<hcir roHpectivcv ofiices

l ime

t' — (!oiiip(rHll<'ii — UeHcml; — m= — myl; H H H S ( H H ( <

employees when (Inly authorised — hy— him, ' 'shall, for t l ie
, ^* ^

l:-secnriiiy -Miich - int 'oni-mlnm. have »(;(•('!«!•• ID and fl ic

i'iu'ht-(o exaiiiine or-recoms

— any such de{) t i i1 int jH(.- l )ur< 'nu.- )wtH idT-ctniMi>isH(Hi- . oOiccT
V

c; or HfhuH-e-4)>l>li^l ' i in^ftt . . -Thc-a i i t l tHr i t contained in

L'4 ^ ntadc

417



1
o

under the provisions of-aoction 301- of the Eoyiocd-Stntutca

HT tli'c Vnitcd S

s

' f l i i r . l l . Tlint tho Civil Service Ooininisnion nholl

f!<ttil)lish.-aji cliyihkH-'cyistl'r fop- accoinitanta for the Account •

iiiir Dcpur tmcMt . mid — (ho examinations of applicants for

eHd'Miicc upon such renter shnll lie Imacd upon' ([uei?tiuiiH

M])provod l iy the ( 1oui)) t rol lor ( icnoi 'Ml.

SHC. I."). T lml - th in Act I H M V be c'itod MS the Budget and

Audit Act of HMD. ' ' "
/

That //i/.s Ad IIKIJI he cited (in tlu " National Budget and'

14-

. .S'/-;r. '?. That vln-n used in this Act—
r

The term "department" means any executive depart-

ment.

- '/'In term " extablixhmenl\ weans ant/ independent com-

mixxinn. hoard, hitreau, office. (i(iei)ct/. or other establish-

ment of tin (foi'crniHcilf. inelinlinf/ the municipal f/orern-

iin nl of'the District o[S'oliiml>ia. n'hieh ohtain* support from

unmet/* (1/j.pi-oin-iati'il out of llie TreaMirt/of the United States,

In// s/ioll not i m-hiili- I lie let/islatirc hranch of the Govern-

iin nl.

Tin frrm " hiidi/ft estimates" mean* all estimates of

ti[i/irii/irinliiiii?i. ncrili d or n't/nested l)i/ am/ department or
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SEC. 3. That there -w /tervfy/ created in the- Treasury
t

Department a Budye,t Bureau. The-President shall norni"

nate qjrul, by and irith the advice and consent of the Senate,

appoint a commissioner and.- tiro^ assistant commissioners

of the Bvjlf/el linrean. The commis&rner and the two

assistant cinnwissioners ah all be ^noirn ax the Commissioner
«

of the Bud yet and Assistant'Commissioners of the Budget,
f

respectively. The first Commissioner appointed shall con-

tinue in office for a term of tiro y<'ars. and the first Assistant
•

Commissioners- four ami >•/'./• years, respectively, from the
^

date Irhen this Aft< shall t'nlrc effect, the term of each Assist-
& ' »

tint Commissioner to -he dew/tin ted hi/ the President, but

the successors of the Commissioner ami of the tiro Assistant
i -

Commissioners shall he appointed for terms of six years,

c.rcept that any person chosen to fill » rncanci/ shall be

appointed onlji for the nnexpired term of the official irhom*

he shall succeed. The Commissioner shall receive an annual

salary of $10.000 and the Assistant (^mimissiuners shall each

receive an annual salary of $7.500. The Assistant Commis-

sioners shall perform such, duties as the'Commissioner may

ilesiffnate. and iir the ahst-nce <»• Incapacity of the Conimix-*

sioner or ilnrina a racanci/ in the office of-Commissioner the

Secretary of the Treasury shall desif/n'ate one of the Assistant

(1o)»missioners to act as Commissioner.

*&.




