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Budget Bl" . .
] . EXTENSION OF REMARKS
OF

HON. WILLIAM 'S: VARE,
-6F PENNSYLVAXNIA,
In Tir Hoose oF REPRESENTATIVES,
Friday, October 24, 1919.
Mr \'ARD Me. Speaker, there arg two essential features m

<hose who are looking toward the formation of sobie systemn by

R Which a .more efficient and logical nethod' may be employ ed fot’
the appropriation and. cq)en(lllnre of Goveriment funds.

The fifst of-these is-the ceiitbalization of authofity und respon-

— - - President. At thé presént timé the estimates are made up in
the mdin by the-chief ¢lerks-of the yarious demrtmenw in con- |
sultation with tie Sectétaries mn. the various bureau cliiefs.
These. are submitted to -the Secretary of the Creasury, wWho- in’
turn subinits tliem to the ¢ohgressional appropriation conmit-

P - tees, ‘without revision.

It is quite natural {hat the "ecrqtu\ of the Treasury, as a
(‘quct officer, would hesitate to revise estimates of another
Cabinet offiéer, who waoild have difect kiiowledge of his par-

ticular deparlmult and the bureaus of which it is-composed.
YWith the éreation of the biireau of thé budgec in the oflice .of
- ihe President with-a shiflicient eXpert force,- thc President should ‘
- have first=hand knowledge of the requirements of cach depart-
: aent. The new law mll very properly place full jurisdiction |-
- over estimates in the hands of the Prosident without the divi-
- sion of authority we now find under the estimate systemi. It

i§ a step.in the riglit difection foi economy and eﬂu:lenm

The sécond outstanding feuture is the crention of an account-

froin and {ndependent of any department having authority -to |.
spend the moneys of the Treasury. It will have:certain powers
of Investigation and thé right 1o crificize o reject expenditures.

While {he head: of this departiment is 1o e ahpoined by the !
President and confirmed by 4he Senate, heanay be removed hy
joint resolution of the ouse-and Senate. This showld Jv Gp ihe ¢
otlice :mlependent for action and serve as a cheek on extrav-
agance. It-isin line with good- business methods.

In the city of Ihiladelphin for tie Jast 40 vears all expendi-
tares of tlic il g,mu'nmenL ‘Bave been audited by qho -
city contvoller, whose oflice is \l.l).ll-lle and apart from the
- oflice of the mayor and thé variens qQireclors of deparvtments,

His powers are similar {0 those given the auditor by ihis bill, -
Le is elecied by the people, howevein He appoints :his own
office force, 'The present incwmbent, Hon. Joim M. Walton, has
held (he position. fov approximately a guarier of a cenlun .
and i3 popularli- known s the watehdog-of the city treusury,
In-addition to the passage of this bill, it has hecn: cn;;;;eslc:l
(hat the present rules-of the House be so ¢changed.-that one gea- )
eral budget commitiee shall be named {o limit the smoant . -
- of appropiiations for each department o soms within the
estimated revemie. ‘Lhere séems {o bt « diversity of opinion
on the proposed t.lmngo of the rules. -’
Surely some system should he devised whereby there counld
be 2 cheek  aced on the ¥ast sums of monsy that have and —_
Sve being 1 vopriated. I am hopeful that this-can e hrought - I
\‘\gﬂut by the appolntment of a centtal committee without de- alf ¢ 0
\"\.-cmln" the importance-of existing commitices,
" Budzet lcgn\huon has beep disey Med by the various leaders

and X am very much plénsed to liave seen the House pas, he
I)lll by almos{ 1 unanimous._vote. - M
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“or e Touse ainceT-first-bocame a-Aember—in- May; 1012,— S R






