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ACTION Rematks re; Failure of Passage . -

. i ~“For Feais the country has demanded a muore busipesslike
> system of estimating and appropilation. Party platforins, the
press, and eplighténed public sentimént have all voiced the

A demand for & budget system. Siich @ -system, ¢arefully consid-
éiéd and wisely drawn, Was passed and sent to the President.
. The most essential part of # budget system is the jndependent
e andit of thé-espenditure -of public money. Only thfough an
audit of expenditures in: the éxécutivé departmebts éntircly
indepeiidént of the departineiits can we hope for that thorougix
scrutihy of puiblic expenditafe Which is essential to efliciency
and -economy. With the view. of acéomplishing that fésult the
budget bill provided that the ‘two officials at the nead of ike
i independent audit could be removed only for éduse and by con®
- Garreit Fesolution of the Congress or by fmpeachinent: The
President vetoed this measure on the around {hat his peroga-
tites were invaded, because the President was not vested with
Autiority (o remove these oflicials; and thus tic most ersential
feature of the whoie budget system, that of a thoroughly inde-
- pencent audit of governmental expendgiture. The atteipt O
override the President’s velo, {iough supporied Ly a consider-
- abie number of Democrals, faiied tirough general oppusition 0%
— tlic Democrutic side.

Aunuttempt to nieet the President’s Wishes, In un earnest ef-
fart to sexure hudget Jegislation, cven in an imperfect form, has,
after huing-adopted in the Fouse, met defeat in the closing hours

A of 1 session by the aclion of Democratic Sepators. And thus
. . for the moment (his great reform’ which the Republican Con- -
gress has tried to éurry out is defested by the presidential velo.
But the defeat s only temporary, fof we shall pass a budget
bil: the first of the next session. __ ]
Eefore thé bLudget failed the House of Representalives re-
forned its ritles so as to provide for o single appropriating com-
mittee. This is the most remarkable action taken by a legisla-
- - _ tive.body in. self-deninl with a view of economy, eflicicncy, and
Asinesslike methods In American history. T N






