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The report is as follou-s:
ISvuate livport No. C33. Sixty-sixth Couprets, second session.)

The select coruralttee appointed pursuant to the iirovlsious of the
resolution of the Senate of r«;bru.iry 2-J. 1920. to Investigate the p-jbllc-
fcliool tyst*m in the District of Columbia submits the following fis its
report : ' ' _

A crisis has bccii reached In the sclobl system of Washington.
education of more thaa GO 000 children is involved. ConOitn/u
disclosed on tbe hearings before your committee which caii bC'rcuiedied
o-ljT by radical changes lu the authority c,overclu£, the udiuiiiistration
o'f'the school system. .

One of the unfortunate differences now found to islst on tbc poaru
of "ducatlou and bttneen it and a coii.eiuerablc portion of the popula-
tion of the District was the consideration of a bill presented to Con-
grtss as far back as 1916, watch sought to place the control of the Dis-
trict schools in the cdiumissiont>rs. A controversy Immediately" arose
whica oixku 'a the defeat of tHc bill. Following this, the members
of the board f education, as then constituted, who opposed tbc trans-
ler of the co itrol of tbe schools to tbe District commissioners, Riadu-
ailv became > liminated from the -board. Whether this was in pursu-
ance of a common purpose by those wbo promoted the. attempted icgis-
l&riou, vour committee dots not find it necessary to decide. It docs.
however, am* to'at at different intervals such members failed of ap:

pointcient acd disjpneared from the board following that controversy.
Oiher differences resulting froia an element wiJcj desired to retire the
present superintendent of schools and which it nay be admitted in good
Xxith believed each, a retirement to be for the welfare of the schools,
contributed to Uie present situation. . .

.about the same time the members of the bpaid of education divided
in a factional controversy which hts continued to the present day.
It is difficult to resist the conclusion therefore npbn all the facts dis-
closed in the bearings that one of the causes was the defeat of the
legislation sought by which the control of- the schools would have been
ai»orbed by the District commissioners.. Notwithstanding this rcjec-

• uon tbe-e Is some ground for infernh;. that the elements supporting It
CLdertook to do indirectly .what they failed to accomplish directly by

. legislation In Congress. The resets have been most unfortunate for
tin: District schools. So long as this spirit is foacidln'ttc board, con-
cord can hot be had, and the barmoay t>o indispensable to tlte success-
lal control of the schools will be conspicuously absent.

3'lie. officials of the educational system -are_apparenUy impotent to
correct manifest evils which. If not arrested, will bring the schools of
Washington to a deplorable level' of deterioration. lusUaid of giving
to our countrr 'ah -example to emulate.' the schools of the Nation's
Capital have shown a tendency to decline under the destructive fric-
tion between members of the board of education, between tbe board
and the superintendent of schools, and between. the superintendent and
6;lief school oflcials. The board and other school officials have ex-
hib;t«d In' the meanwhile the hucilliatibs spectacle of often devoting
themselves to petty squabbles and -personal controversies instead of
applying ttJenaelYes earnestly te meeting the requirements of the
penile schools. ' _

Vhe members composing the dominant faction of the board are pro-
ceeding to make such changes in tlic management of the schools in tbe
Bear future as. inevitably will fail to remedy the preeeat regrettable
condition. If this should occur,. it makes much more difficult and costly
the removal of a vtrlety of undesirable conditions and the application
of ah effective remedy to rehabilitate, the schools and -make thorn ade-
quate to present needs. Tour committee reports that the execution
of the plans by tbc majority of the board touching- a change in tbe
management of the schools would add greatly to the friction now exist-
ing and vitally affect the welfare of tte District school system.

'lour committee doe*, not believe it can recommend full remedial
legislation until a. complete survey of the schools has been made by.

j authority showing wnat ntvr buildings, grounds, physical
equipments. Including playgrounds,, are essential, the changes in edu-
cational methods, administrative affairs, and other essential details:
saaU be found by such survey to serve as a sound basis foe legisla-
tion. T3ur committee therefore recommends that authority be given
t» procure sueb novcy, which can be completed, it Is believed^ upon. the
convening «*• Congress In December, 1920. 1'our committee further
re-ports t'Lat It deem* it inadvisable .for the foregoine reasons for the
present board of education to proceed upon their plans referred.. to in
ih* bearings relating to a change in the superintendent of tbe District
schools, bxante hit- successor, named by the present donilcnnt faction,
will inevitably inherit the same divided counsels and obstacles resulting
from present conditions, and that It Is 'ess harmful to maintain the
existing status of attain than aggravate the present unfortunate situa-
tion by further friction, Vour committee believes that upon the making
of t sum>y herein recommended legislation can be enacted and a
cort.jiete remedy bad more expeditlously and with less expense »-j
' ' " i If the majority .of the board of education should carr; '.atodelay than ... ------- , . . -------------------- „ ----

•effect their avowed purposes. ' \ p
Vour committee has arrived ot the unanimous conclusion that the

.presert -board -.of-caucation^creatcd-undcr-thc:actrof-190G;7ougbt-tb'bo'-
abolished nnd a board of education consisting of six members bex memers e
created. Tho present method of appointing the board of education by
the Supreme Court of the District ought to be changed and the power
ot appointment rested in the President of the United States subject
to confirmation by the Senate.

Tbc conmcnutloh ot both the teachers, the janitors, and other serv-
ice ought In Justice to this welfare ot the -schools be increased. The
present rate of paj can not reasonably b* expected to attract and keep
conrpeteot r*r*oac In tUc service. We bellere the report of th« Joint
>:*ciiiMiacariou Commission recently made contains proper recommenda-
tions In this behalf. The superintendent of schools ought to be 'given
power to suspend or dlmnlcs, subject to tho approval ot the/ board ot
touuition, any pcmons for the good of the s«n1cc.

'X'-e: business details incident to the school system of the District are
now so burdensome _ in tho opinion of the committee a new of

It ought to point out spedCcally the necessity for constsnt -riKibncc.
u'o e*i>oclally iucntlou. here the fact thht tcliool buildings nud their
appurtrnauccG and grounds iTrc primarily desired in orisiJ::;! i-ba-
struction In hcatiii?, lighting, and ventilation for <>iliifniiui<:il |.ur-
poses, and any clepartme from sncli intended jiu jaust lie uuil'-r --uch
luuitation ai.d «,!»« iciitrcuits as iiot to'. do violence to tlic i-iunt of
Ibc' public-school systein. "The caumlttcc fpiiii'd thrt inaiiy cf tlie
EChool buiMiiic?; were Kcini; used for community activities, in;i:iy "f
\\Lich \verc MglUy c-dQcatlonal and recreatlobul. Tho cuiiin .i.i'.iy
center has teen the m'ekns in nuinv instaaces of furnlsbii:^ *<lu <nion,
recreation,, and .pleas-ure to the adults ami chUd:iu i= ilirr-s -nin-
Biunitles, but the coniiiiKJee found that there have been iiisn-iifi's
where dances h'eld lu those buiidii-^s were not prciierly n>-:dtii-i.d t-r
cGeqiutely cbarwronreOL 'J."he committee is. of the opinion tbot ;l.^rn
should be tlie closest cooperation upon the part ol tli" coiii'a-i;l.y
center authorities and tbe patrons of the various community c^nlcr-: in
''"llowiiig th'eir v;lslies ns to the character of the entertuinmc-utr. .iiid

't, in all instances, the very strictest supervision and res»!..tiou
.uoild be obsc-rved.
Congress-, In tbo House of representatives, wtiefc inoi:ey Mil.'

nate. Is. providing libcrnly in the appropriations for tliis \car for '.;,ilil-
ings and eqiilpnicnt. The increase of population in tho J>;-.trict. i-'rry-
iuf; with it the natural addition to the children of schtol =sr r = > - 1 • it

increase of population in tho J>;-.trict.
dition to the children of schtol =sr r = > -

that new buildings, adequate plavgrduni;;, .mil
physical iiriprovements be had proportionate to the iucrt'o!- •. Tiie
necessity for playground room at the Duhbar High and Ibe 1 .irfc
View Schuols and in_othcr localities is. most urse'Et, mil your c -m-

' -mlttee recommends immediate 'action by .the board and Goapref -. It
Is not anticipated any difficulty will bo found in nil prujicr adi'.iiiuhs
and Improvements in school facilities when the foregoing survey i.ruiu-
mcnded shall have shown the basis upon which it and other K-yi-.l.:;i.n
can intelligently be enacted.

Tour committee wishes it to be thoroughly understood that r.oitiiuB
In this report is to be construed »s ccademrilHs or commeudiDi,' ine
superintendent of schools or his administration of the olCco tv!m-h lie
holds. The committee fully recocnixes the right and tl.e duty tf tbe
board to exercise its own. discretion In passing upon the coujpaiattvc
fitness of candidates for the positions of superintendent hud assistant
superintendent, and we do sot feel ourselves qualified to decide whether
the present superintendent Is tbe best man obtainable for the position;
We are convinced that he has had a most diffictlt task to perform in
directing the District schools under the exceptionable and try in- <.on-
ditioris existing in Washington during and siiice the World War.

Our conclusions, in .view of the unsettled state of public sentiment
:in feiptrd to tchool affairs and the decided differences-of opinion is to
tbe fitness of the superintendent and the motives wnieti influenced the
board In making h change, Is that the present soperiiitendcnt should
be retained at least until a survey of the schools has been made and
until the new board bis assumed control of the school.system. In our

.judgment, to-.place a new official at the head of tie schools while «be
inryey Is being mtde» aad while the. present controversies are rife,
would be likely to.lead to a creater Injury to the welfare of the scbools
than could result from leaving the present superintendent In. office.

LAWKBNCB Y. SHERMAN.
: . - - WiniAit P. Du

FAX HIXXISON.
DAVID I. .WALSH.
AKTBCX CAPPCJU

• ' Brixs nr
Bills were Introduced, read tbe first .time, and, by unanimous

consent, tlie second time, and referred as follows :
By Mr. JONES ot Washington r
A bill (S. 4440) granting a pension to AJberta O. Mullen

(with accompanying papers) ; to tlie Committee on Pensions.
By Mr. KNOX (for Mr. PudibsE) :
A bill (S. 4417) granting a pension, to William R. Potter

(with. accompaJjylng papers) ; to the Committee on Pensions.
By Mr. EDGE :
A bill (S. 4448) granting a pension to William H. Van Name ;

to the Committee on. Pensions.
By Mr. KING:
A bill (S. 4449) to provide for the transfer of the Burean

of Fisheries from tie Department of Commerce to the Depart-
ment of Ag. Icnltnre ; to the Committee oh Gornrherce.
I/ "'' Si-IONJLI. JBBDDGET STSTEMr-COKnZEKOt BBPORT.

Mr. McCORM*C!K.- I submit the report of tbe committee of
conference 6h-th' dlsagreeing-votesiof .tlic^two .Houses-on the
amendment of the Senate to tbe bill (H. B. 9783) to provide a

to when wade -vlll recogcirc the necessity of such relief from
tlic diittci, now incumbent upon tbc superintendent Snch manaeer
ou;ht to be slven n force eumdently large luic'.qunllfled to ennhlc him to
dtFfidli.il iMislnefii matters adeauately and rapidly. Direct responsibility
iliould be Imposed upon him tor all matters committed to his care.

,
ro«tln?s, niic] cducntioual movcuieuu is 'approved. Your committee
be't-ves, however, that tho one of such prrpcrty oucht to .be under
strict supervision both u> to tlic cure for AMI; nninc am] tlic ehnrnctcr
ut tbo eutortaluments or ptecewllnjfs- conducted therein. TJok-M rrent

~ - ' ' "- - -
find tliolr wny into tho schcul 'bn!ldb,-s. TM» In a matter for tho
food judcmcnt of the board of rducn'Jou, but the comraUtco believes

national budget sr$ceci and an independent audit of Govern-
ment accounts, and for other purposes. I ask that it be printed
and lie on tlic table.

The report is as follows:

The committee of conference or .ie disagreeing Votes of the
two Houses on the amnndment of the Senate to the bill (H. R.
9783) to provide a national budget system and on iiidepeutlont
audit of Goyemrncnt accounts, and for other purposes, having
met, after full and free conference have agreed to recommend
and do recor-^end to their respective Houses ns follows:

That the House recede from Its disagreement to the nniciul-
nicnt of the Senate and agree to the same with an
as follows: In lieu of the matter proposed by the Sennto i
mcnt insert: •

" SECTION 1. This net nmy lw cited as iliu ''Budget nud
lug act, 1020.'

/iSEC..2.J\VJion.used iu.thls act^
" Tho terras' department and estnMlKliment' and ' derart mvut

or establishment' mean uuy VACcutive dupartment,
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•-_. commission, board, bureau, office, agency, or other establish-
fo-meiit of the ..Government, including the municipal government
. of tlm JUjsliict .of Columbia, but dp not include the legislative
_,. branch of the (Government or the Supreme 'Court of the United.
'?*: States; • •
>,. - " TJio. term.' Uie budget' meaus-the budget required by section
_ 201 to be transmitted to Congress ;
~ ..- '.' The i term ' bureau ' means the bureau of the budget ; .
! .̂. ..:-.". The term •-director' means the director of the bureau of the
i:--. budget; and - - . ; - • .
!k\ - --The term 'assistant director' means the assistant director
> «f the bureau of the budget.

. • . " - "SEC. 201. The President shall transmit to Congress on the
first day of each regular session, the budget, which shall set

"- forth in. summary and in detail: '
"(a) Estimates of the expenditures and appropriations neces-

- sary in his judgment for the support of the Government for the
'- ensuing fiscal year; except. that the estimates for such year

for the legislative branch of the Government and the Supreme
Court of uie United. States shall be transmitted to the President
on OP before October 15 of each year, and shall be included by'
biiu in the budget •Without revision ;

•- . "(b) His estimates of the. receipts of the Government during
• the ensuing fiscal year, under (1) laws existing at the time the

- budget is transmitted and also (2) under the revenue proposals,
.. --If any, contained In the budget;

"'" "(c) The expenditufes'and receipts of the Government during
the last .completed fiscal year; .

"(d) Estimates of the expenditures and receipts of the Gov-
- erhment during the fiscal year in progress ;

"(c) The amount of annual, permanent,. or other appropria-
tions, including balances of appropriations for prior fiscal years,
available for expenditure during the fiscal year in progress, sis

- of November i of such year ;
",(f ) Balanced statements of (i) the condition of the Treas-

ury i>t the end of the last completed fiscal year, (2) the esti-
mated condition of the Treasury at the end of the fiscal year in
progress, and (3) the estimated condition of the Treasury at
the end of the ensuing fiscal year if the financial proposals con-
tained in the. -budget are adopted;

"(g) All essential facts regarding the bonded and other
indebtedness of the Government; and

"(h) Such other financial statements and .-data ns In his
- opinion nre. necessary or desirable in order to make known in

all practicable detail the financial condition of the Government
" SEC. 202. (a) If the estimated receipts for the ensuing

fiscal year contained In the budget, oh the basis of laws existing
at the time the budget_is transmitted, plus the estimated
amounts in the Treasury at. the close of the fiscal year in
progress, available for expenditure in the ensuing fiscal year,
are-less .than the estimated expenditures for the ensuing fiscal
year contained in the budget, the President in the budget shall
ninlte recommendations to Congress for new taxes, loans, or
other appropriate action to meet the deficiency.

"(b) If the aggregate of such estimated receipts and such
estimated amounts in the Treasury is greater than such esti-
mated expenditures for the ensuing fisc.il year, he shall make
such recommendations us in his opinion the public interests

-.-• require.11 SKC. 203. (a) The President from time to time may trans-
mit to Congress supplemental or deficiency estimates for such
appropriations or expenditures as in his judgment (i) are

. necessary on ncconht of laws enacted after the transmission
of 'tin: budget, or (2) •are-othenvise-lh-the-publlc-Jnterest He:

shall- accompany such estimates with a statement of the reasons
.. therefor, including the reasons for their omission from the
. budget

"(b) Whenever they reach an aggregate which, if they had
been contained in the budget, would have required the 1'resldent
to make a recommendation under subdivision (a) of secuon
202, lie shall thereupon make such recommendation as lie may
deem necessary.

" SEC., 204. < a) Except as otherwise provided in this act, the
_ . content.*, orUrr, and arrangement of the estimates of appro-
*. priutioiis nnd the statements of expenditures and estimated

expenditures contained in the budget or transmitted under
section 203, nnd the notes nnd other data submitted therewith,

.. shall conform to the requirements of existing law.
. "(b) Estimates for lump-sum appropriations contained in the
budget or transmitted under section 203 shall be accompanied
by .statements, showing, in such detail nnd form as may be neces-
sary to Inform Congress, the manner of expenditure of such
appropriations and of the corresponding appropriation!, for the
fiscal year in progress nml thn last comulolod- fiscal y«ir. Such

statements shall be in lieu of statements of like character now
lequired by law.

" PT. 2Uo. The President, in addition to the budget, .shall
transmit to Congress on the first Monday in December, 1'jSl,
for the service of the fiscal year ending June 30, 1923, only, an
alternative budget, which shall be prepared in. such form and
amounts and according to such; .system of classification and
itemizatiou as Is, in his opinion, inpst appropriate, with such ex-
planatory notes and tables as may be. necessary to show \\here
tlie various items embraced.in the budget ate contained in such
alternative budget. •

"Sec. 20C. No.estimate or request for ah appropriation and
no request for an increase hi an Hem of any such estimate or
request and no recommendation •«'- Co how the revenue needs
of the Government should be met, shall be submitted to Con-
gress or any committee thereof by .any officer or employee of any
department or establishment, unless at the request of either
House of .Congress.

" SEC. 207. There is created a bureau to be known as ,the
bureau of the budget- There shall be in the bureau n director
and an assistant director. The Secretary of the-Treasury shall
be tlie director and the assistant director shall be apolntcd by
tlie President The assistant director shall receive an annual
salary of $10,000 .mid shall perform such duties as the Presi-
dent may designate. During the absence or incapacity, of the
director or during; a vacancy in the office of director, the Presi-
dent shall designate the Acting Secretary of the Treasury or
the assistant director to act as director. The bureau, ns may
be directed by lie President, shall prepare for him the budget,
the ^alternative budget, and any supplemental or deficiency
estimates, and to this end shall have authority to assemble,
correlate, revise, reduce, or increase the es'tlmates of tlie several
departments or establishments.

"SEC. 208 (.1) The director or assistant director, as may
be determined by the President, shall appoint and fix the com-
pensation of such attorneys and other employees and make
such expenditures for rent in the District of Columbia, printing,
binding, telegrams, telephone service, law books, books of refer-
ence, periodicals, stationery, furniture, office equipment, other
supplies, and necessary expenses of the office, as Congress may
from time to time provide.

"(b) No person appointed by the director or assistant direc-
tor shall be paid a salary at a rate in excess of $5,000 a year,
and not more than four persons so appointed shall be paid a
salary at the fate of ?5,000 a year.

"(c)'AH employees in the bureau whose compensation Is at
a rate less than $5,000 a year shall be appointed in accordance
with the civil-service laws and regulations.

"(d) The provisions of law prohibiting the transfer of em-
ployees of. executive departments and independent establish-
ments until after service of three yeaJs, shall not apply during
the fiscal year ending June 80,1921, to the transfer of employees
t o t h e bureau; . - • . ' ' . ' .

" SEC. 209. The bureau shall make a detailed study of the
departments and establishments for .the purpose of enabling
the president to determine what changes (with d view of secur-
ing greater economy and efficiency in the conduct of the public
service) should be made in (1) the existing organization,
activities, and methods of business of such departments or
establishments, (2) the appropriations^ therefor, (8) the assign-
ment of particular activities to particular sen-ices, or (4) the
regrouping of services. The results of such study shall be
embodied In a report or reports to the President, \\iio inay
transmit to Congress such report or reports or any part thereof

:WithThis:recommendations-.oh:tue--matters:cpvercd:thcrcb.v.
"SEC. 210. The bureau shall prepare for the President a

codification of nil laws or parts of laws relating (o the prepara-
tion and transmission to Congress of receipts and expenditures
of the Government and of estimates of appropriations. The
President .shall transmit the same to Congress-on or before
January 1, 1922, with.a recommendation as to the changes
which, In bis opinion, should be made In such laws or p.irts of
laws.

" SEC. 211. The powers and duties relating to the compiling
of estimates, np':, conferred and imposed upon the division oi
bookkeeping and" tvdii ants of the oflicc of the Secretary of the
Treasury, are transferred to the bureau. The Secretary of the
Treasury may transfer to the bureau, at the rate of COIIIIWIIDA-
tion received by.them when this act takes effect, any ofllcors
or employees of such division who, In his opinion, arc essential
to the work of the bureau. The positions thus v..en led *!mll
not be filled and the appropriations therefor fur tlic li.s«il jeiir
ending ,'uhc SO, 1021, shall iapso.

" SEC. 2l2. Tlie bureau shall,.at the request of any committee
of eltlit"' House of Coiijiress haviug jurisdiction, ovvr
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'"'••-; or appropriations, furnish the eonjiaittee such aid and inforina-
. . tioa as it may request.

" SEC, 213. Under such regulations as the President may pre-
scribe, (i) every department and establishment shall furnish
to tlie bureau such information as the bureau may from time
to time require, and (2) tlie director and the assistant director,
or any employee of tlie bufeari when duly authorized, shall,
for tlie purpose of securing such information, have access to,

• "' nnd the right to examine, any books, documents, papers, or
' records of any such department or establishment.
" " SEC. 2i4. (a) The head of each department and establish-

| ment sliall designate an official thereof as budget officer therefor,
wl.o in each year under his direction and on or before ti date
fixed by him, -shall prepare the departmental estimates.

"(b) Such budget officer shall also prepare, under the direc^
tion of tlie head of the dep;' rtment or establishment, such sup-
plemental and deficiency estimates as may be required for its

.
' "SEC, 255. The head of each department and establishment
shall revise the departmental estimates and submit them to the
bureau oh or before September 15 of each year. Ju case of
tis failure so to do.the President shall cause to be prepared
such estimates and data as are necessary to enable^hiin to in-
clude, in. the budget, estimates and statements in respect to the
work of such department or establishment.

•" SEC. 216. The departmental estimates and any supplemental
or deficiency estimates submitted to tlie bureau by the head of
any department or establishment shall be prepared and sub-
mitted in. such form, manner, and detail as the President may
prescribe.' _ .. '• ' •

" SEC. 217. For expenses of the estabiisiiment and .mainte-
nance of tlie bureau there is appropriated, out of any inoney in
the Treasury not otherwise appropriated, the sum of S225.000,
to continue available during tlie fiscal year ending June 30,1921;

"TillC HI^-HiEXCUi JICCODNTING OrPICE.

" SEC. 301. There is created an establishment of the Govefh-
ment, to be known as the general accounting office, which shall-
be independent of tbe.executive departments scd under the con-
trol and direction of ti:c cr. nptroller general of the United
States. The offices of Coinptr. i.ller of the Treasury and Assist-
ant Comptroller of the Treasi ry are abolished, to take effect
July i, 1920. All,c*her officers and employees of the office of
tLf>" Comptroller of the Treasury shall become officers aid em-
ployees in the general accou-iting office at their grades and
salaries on July I, 1920, and. til boots, records, documents, pa-
pers, furniture, office equipMent, and other property of the
office of the Comptroller of the Treasury shall become the prop-
erty of the general accounting oflicc. The comptroller general
Is authorized to adopt a seal for tlie general accounting office.
- "SEC. 302. There shall*be In the general.accounting office a
comptroller general of the United States and an assistant comp-
troller general of the United States, who shall be appointed by
the President, with the advice and consent of the Senate, and
shall receive salaries of ?10.000,and $7,500 a year, fsspectively.
The assistant comptroller general shall perform such duties as
may be assigned to him by the comptroller general, and during
the absence or incapacity of the comptroller general, of during
a vacancy in that office, shall act as comptroller general;

'" Snc. 303. The comptroller general and the assistant comp-
troller general shall hold office during good behavior, but may
\>c removed nt any time by concurrent resolution of Congress
after notice and hearing when, .in their judgment, the comp-
troller general. °? assistant, comptroller gen<;rul-.isruicapacitated:
or inefficient, "or'tfas" been "guilty" of neglect of fluty, or of mal-
feasance In office, or of any felony or conduct involving moral-
turpitude, nnd for nO'Other cause and in no other manner, except
by impeachment. Any comptroller general or assistant comp-

'troller'genernl removed in the manner herein provided shall be
ineligible for appointment to either of such offices. \Vhcn a
comptroller general or assistant comptroller general attains the
age of 70 years he shall be retired from his office.

" SEC. 304. AI>. powers aud duties now conferred or imposed
by law upon the Comptroller of the Treasury or the six auditors
of the Treasury Department, and the duties of the Division of
Bookkeeping and Warrants of the oflke of the Secretary of tlie
Tronsury relating to keeping the personal ledger accounts of dis-
nursing and collecting officers, shall, so far as not inconsistent
with this net, be vested In and imposed upon the general nc-
wanting office, and be exercised trUliout direction from any
other officer. The balances Certified by the comptroller goneral
shall "be final mid conclusive upon tlie executive branch of the
Government. The revision by tho comptroller goncrnl of sot-
tlnments made by the six auditors shall be discontinued, except
es to settlement* mndc before July 1, wise.

"SEC. 305. Section 23C of .'he Revised Statutes is amended to
read as follows: •

" ' SEC. 236. All claims ai«l demands whatever by the United
States or against then), and a!l accounts wliatevcr in which the
United States are concerned, either as debtors or creditors, s-liall
be settled and adjusted iu Liie general accounting oilicc.'

11 SEC. 30C. All Jaws relating generally to tlie administration
Of the departments and establishments shall,, so fur as :ii>pli-
cab.'e,.govern the general accounting office. Copies ol any books;
record?, papers, or documents, nnd transcripts from the IMX>K'S
and proceedings of tlie general accouuting alike, T\iiun certiJisd
under its seal, sLall be admitted ui, evidence wiLh Uii .--aiue
effect as the copies and transcripts referred to in sections 6S2
and .SSG of_thc Revised Statutes.

" SEC. 307. The comptroller general rr.ay provide for the pay-
ment of accounts or claims adjusted and settled in die general
a .rousting office, througli disbursing officers of the several de-
partnients and establishments, instead of by warrant.

" SEC. SOS. The duties how appertaining to the Division of
Public Moneys of the office of the Secretary of the Treasury
so far as they relate _to tiiie coverhig of revenues and repay-
ments into-the Treasury, the issue of duplicate checks and war-
rants, and the certification_of outstanding liabilities for* i.iy-
uicut, shall be performed by the JDivision of Bookkeeping'and
Warrants o£ the o^ca of tte Secretary ol tic Treasury.

"Sice. 309. The comptroller general shaH prescribe the forms,
systems, and procedure for administrative appropriation and.
fund accounting in the several departments and establishments,
nnd for the administrative examination of fiscal pflieers1 ac-
counts and claims.against the United States. He shall submit
reriddirilly to Congress reports upon the adequacy and effcc-
.tiveness of the administrative examination of accounts and
claims in the respective departments. and establishments and
upon the adequacy and effectiveness of departmental inspection
of the offices ijnd accounts of fiscal officers.

" SEC. 310. The offices of the sbc auditors shall lie abolished,
to take effect July 1, 1920, but the then incumbents of tiio.se
oCices shall-be tra.iRferred, at their .present salaries, to become
officers-of the general accounting office. All other officers and
employees of these ofiices shall become officers and employees
In the general accounting office at their grades and salaries pa
July 1..1920. All books, records, documents, papers, furniture,
office equipment, and other property of these offices, and of the
Division of Bookkeeping and 'VVafrants so far as tliey relate to
tlie work of such division transferred by section 304^ shall \)&-
come the property of the general accounting office. The gen-;
eral accountiug office shall occupy temporarily the rooms now
occupied by tlie office of the Compjrbllef of the Treasury and
the six a u d i t o r s . . . . " . - .
• "SEC. 311. (a) The comptroller general shall appoint, re^
move, and fix the compensation of such attorneys and other em-
ployees in the general accountiug office as may from time to
time be provided-for by Congress.

"(b) All soch appointments, except to positions carrying a
salary at.a rate of more than $5,000 a year, shall be made iu
accordance with the civil-service laws and regulations.

"(c) No person appointed by the comptroller general shall
be paid a salary at a rate of more than 50,000 a year, and not
more tliau four persons shall be paid a salary at a rate of
more than $5,000 a year. .,

"(d) Until March 5, 1921, no .person who at the tune of the,
passage of this act holds office as oiic of the six auditors, and'
who in pursuance of sectiou 310 Is transferred to the general-
accounting office, shall bo removed fr.om .offite..or.have.hjs.cpmr

:pensatib'n-rc«.lncea\ except for cause;
"(e) All officers and employees of the general accounting

oflicc, wlifilher transferred thereto or appointed by the comp-:
troller gpnernl; shall perform such duties us may be nssigiied
to them by him.

"(f) All official acts performed by such officers or employees
specially designated therefor by the comptroller general shall
have tlie same force and effect as though performed by tho
comptroller gener.il Jn.person;

"(g) The comptroller general shall make such rules nnd
regulations as mny be necessary for carryiuR on the work of tl.o
g^nrral accounting oflice, Including rules and regulations con-
cerning tlie adihlssJoh of attorneys to practice.

"SEC. 812. (a) The comptroller general shall investigate, at
the seat of government or elsewhere, all matters rclnting to
the receipt nnd disbursement of public funds, and sliall m:iko
to the President when requested by him, and to Congress i.t
tho beginning of each regular session, n. report in writing ol
tho work of tlio general accounting oflice, containing rciojn-
mendations conforming the legislation ho may deem ijocc?«;iry
t" fnoiHtntc the prompt nnrt nccarutc rendition and scttlciiii nt
of accounts nnd concerning such other matters relating to tho




