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IN THE IIO'l.'SE OF REPKESENTATIYES.

DECEMBER 5,

Mr. EKED of West Virginia introduced the following bill: which was referred
to the Committee on the District of Columbia and ordered to be. printed.

JANUARY 23, 1924.

Keported with amendments, committed to the Committee of the Whole House
on the state of the Union, and ordered to be printed.

[Omit the part struck through and insert the part printed in italic.]

.A. BJLL
To provide for a tax on motor-vehicle fuels sold within the District

of Columbia, and for other purposes.

1 Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-

2 fives of the United States of America in Congress assembled,

3 That on and after January 1, 1924, a registration fee of $1

4 . for all motor vehicles and a tax of 2 cents per gallon on

5 all motor-vehicle fuels sold within the District of Columbia

6 shall he levied and collected in the manner hereinafter pro-

7 vided, one half of which tax shall he paid into the Treasury of

8 the United States to the entire credit of the District of

9 Columbia, ift Met* ef the personal property te e« motor

10 vehicles, which tax shfttt be remitted eft ttn4 ftfte* July- ±7

H 1924, and the other half, as well as all registration fees, shall



1 be paid into the Treasury of the United States to the

2 credit of the United States and to the credit of the Dis-

3 trict of Columbia in the same proportions as appropria-

4 tions for the District of Columbia are paid from the Treas-

5 ury of the United States and from the revenues of the

0 .District"of Columbia; but no registration fee shall be charged

7 for any motor vehicle bearing a registration marker or plate

8 of any State which grants to the actual residents of the Dis-

9 trict of Columbia the privilege of using the roads of that State

10 in return for a like privilege granted the actual residents of

11 that State by the District of Columbia, and on and after

12 January 1, 1924, no tax of any character or description,

13 except as in this Act provided, shall be levied or assessed

14 upon any motor vehicle in the District of Columbia: Pro-

15 vided, That this Act and any section thereof shall be

16 inoperative and of no effect unless the State of Maryland

1^ shall agree to permit, on and after January 1, 1924/ the

18 free and unrestricted use of the public highways of that State

1^ by motor vehicles bearing registration markers or plates', of

20 the District of Columbia in like manner and to the same

21 extent as'the free and unrestricted use of the public highways

22 of the District of Columbia is extended to motor vehicles

-'••;3 [tearing registration markers or plates of the State of Mary-

-•* land: Provided, That motor vehicles shall be exempt from

""•? the personal property tax up to the value of $1,000.
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[ SEC. 2. That the following words, terms, and phrases

2 are, for the purposes hereof, defined as follows, viz:

3 (a) "Motor vehicles" as used in this Act shall be held

4 and construed to mean and include all vehicles propelled b^

5 internal-combustion engines, electricity, or steam, except

6 traction engines, road rollers, and vehicles propelled only

W '- 1 upon rails and tracks.
i

8 (b) "Motor-vehicle fuels" as used in this Act shall be

9 held and construed to mean and include gasoline and other

10 volatile and inflammable liquid fuels produced or com-

11 pounded for the purpose of operating or propelling internal-

12 combustion engines: Provided, That kerosene shall not be

13 considered to be a liquid fuel in the meaning of this Act.

14 (c) The term "dealer" as used in this Act shall be

15 held and construed to mean and include any person, firm, or

10 corporation who imports or causes to be imported for sale

17 or disposition, or distribution for commercial purposes, or use

18 -in public vehicles, into the District of Columbia gasoline and

19 other volatile and inflammable liquid fuels, produced or com-

20 pounded for the purpose of operating and propelling motor

21 vehicles as herein defined, and also any person, firm, or cor-

22 poration who produces, refines, manufactures, or compounds

2<> such liquid m.otor vehicle fuels in the District of Columbia for

24 use, distribution, or sale and delivery in the District of

25 Columbia. " .



-.- \ :'. SEC. 3. That on and after January 1, 1924, each and

2 every dealer, as defined in this Act, who is now engaged

: Tj or who may hereafter engage in his own name, or in the

*4 name of others, or in the name of his representatives or

5 agents, in the District of Columbia, in the sale or use of

rO- motor-vehicle fuel, as herein defined, shall, not later than

1 the last day of each calendar month, render to the assessor
.

8 of the District of Columbia a statement of all motor-vehicle

9 fuel sold, or disposed of as hereinbefore provided, by him or

10. them in the District of Columbia during the preceding cal-

11 endar month, and shall pay a tax of 2 cents per gallon to

12 the collector of taxes on all motor-vehicle fuel as shown by

13 such statement, in the manner and within the time herein-

14" after stipulated.

\5 ' SEC. 4. That all dealers in motor-vehicle fuel in the

• 16. District of Columbia shall file with the assessor of the Dis-

17 trict of Columbia, a duly acknowledged certificate, on forms

"18 prescribed, prepared, and furnished by the said assessor,

19* containing the name under which such dealer is transacting

20.. business within the District of Columbia, the names and

-&!•> '. addresses of the several persons constituting the firm or

•22: ;-partner-hip, and, if a corporation, the corporate name under

•2-0 'which it is authorized to transact business, and the names

2,4 and addresses of its principal officers, resident general agent,

25 and attorney in fact. No dealer as herein defined shall, on

K
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1 and after January 1, 1924, sell, use, or distribute any motor-

2 vehicle fuel until such certificate is furnished as is required

3 by this Act.

4 SEC. 5. That on and after January 1, 1924, all dealers

5 in motor-vehicle fuel shall render to the assessor of the

6 District of Columbia, on or before the last day of each

7 month, on forms pi-escribed, prepared, and furnished by

8 the said assessor, a sworn report of the number of gallons

9 of motor fuel sold, e? used, or disposed of by them as in this

10 'Act provided, during the preceding calendar month, which

11 report shall be sworn to by one of the principal officers in

12 case of a domestic corporation, by the resident general

13 agent, or attorney in fact, or by a chief accountant or officer

14 in case of a foreign corporation, or by the managing agent

I'"* or owner in case of a firm or association', which report shall

^ contain a statement of the quantities of motor-vehicle fuel

1i so sold, o¥ used, or disposed of within the District of Colum-

•l-° bia from his or their respective places of business. Bills

1°' shall be rendered to all purchasers of motor-vehicle fuel by

^ dealers in motor-vehicle fuel as herein defined, except in

• cases of retail sales. 'Said bills shall contain a statement,

printed thereon in a conspicuous place, that the liability to

•-° the District of Columbia for the tax herein imposed has
0 L

been assumed, and that the dealer or dealers in question
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1 will pay said tax on or before the last day of the following

2 month.

3 SEC. 6. That the tax in respect to motor-vehicle fuel

4 so sold or disposed of used in any calendar month shall be

5 paid on or before the last day of the next succeeding month

6 to the collector of taxes of the District of Columbia, who

7 shall receipt to the dealer therefor and cover same into the

8 Treasury of the United States to the credit of the United

9 States and to the credit of the District of Columbia in the

10 manner provided by section 1 of this Act': Provided, how-

11 ever, That the collector of taxes of the District of Columbia

12 may retain in his hands, at all times, such sum not exceeding

13 $1,000 as in the judgment of the collector of taxes of the

14 District of Columbia shall be sufficient to enable him to pay

15 promptly all claims for refunds.

16 SEC. 7. That the records of all purchases, receipts,

17 sales, distribution, and use of motor-vehicle fuel of every

. IS dealer shall, at all times during the business hours of the

19 day, be subject to inspection by the assessor and the col-

20 lector of taxes of the District of Columbia, or by their duly

21 authorized agents, or by any other agent duly authorized

22 bv the Commissioners of the District of Columbia to make

2<> such inspection.

24 SEC. 8. That it shall he unlawful for any person, firm

25 or corporation, or any fetetl dealer or distributor of motor-
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1 vehicle fuel to receive and accept any shipment from any

2 dealer or-to pay for the same, or to sell, or offer for sale, any

3 motor-vehicle fuel unless the statement provided for in sec-

4 tion 5 of this Act appears upon the invoices of said shipment.

5 If any shipment originating and terminating within the Dis-

6 trict of Columbia is received and accepted by any person,

7 firm or corporation, or any fete.il dealer or distributor, from

8 any dealer, or is sold or offered for sale by him or them,

9 upon the invoice of which said statement does not appear,

10 such person, firm or corporation, or rete.il dealer or dis-

11 tributor shall pay to the collector of taxes the tax herein

12 imposed or be liable to the District -of Columbia for double

13 the amount of the said tax, which amount may be recovered

14 by civil suit or action in any court of competent jurisdiction.

15 SEC. 9. That no tax on motor-vehicle fuels exported or

. J.6 sold foi: exportation from the District of Columbia to any

17 other jurisdiction or nation shall be imposed.

18 SEC. 10. .That any person, firm, -or corporation who

19 shall buy or use an}r motor-vehicle fuel as defined in this

20 Act for the purpose of operating or propelling any stationary

21 gas engine, tractor used for agricultural purposes, motor

22 boat, aeroplane, or aircraft of any character, or who shall

3 purchase or use any of such fuel for cleaning or dyeing, or

24 for any purpose other than in a motor vehicle used or

25 operated, or intended to be used or operated, in whole or
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1 in part upon airy of the public highways of the District of

2 Columbia, shall net he required te pay the tax herein i

3 peseeV bttt stteh feel shall he seM of delivered to any

4 pe/rsetty fam7 er- ee^eratien fey any- dealer fe the same up OH

5 the signed statement el the purchaser er his agent, which

O Btrttr S"t£trC111 Cllt £HHftrr i^O £1VCI1 tO 'BD-O QOftlCP €br utLG tllTlC Or ^^^ J'

1 purchase el sai4 feel aed he ee a fefffi hereafter to he pv

8 scribed h^ the assesses ef the District, of Golumhia7

9 w-hieh statement shall set forth the character of the ttse el

10 said feel aftd the jrbee el ttse thereelr ¥hat said st»teme»t

11 shall he retained hy the importer el said feel tmtil the raidi-

12 tie» hy htm te the collector el taxes el his ftest monthly

13 *eeeft el the awiett^ el Hteter-vehiele feel seld fe¥ him dwwg

14 the pyeecding KteethT and TO the collection el the tax herein

15 pwrided lor- the qunntit}- el said feel represented hv sttefe

16 ' statements shall net he considered; on -which motor fuel the

17 tax imposed by this Act shall have been paid, shall be reim-

18 bursed and repaid the amount of such tax paid by him upon

19 presenting to the collector of taxes of the District of Columbia

20 a statement accompanied by the original invoices showing i

21 such purchase, -which statement 'shall set forth the total amount

22 of such, motor-vehicle fuel so purchased and used by such

23 consumer other than in motor vehicles operated, or intended

24 to be operated, on any of the public highways of the District

2<r> of Columbia, and the said collector of taxes of the District
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I of Columbia, upon the presentation of such, statement and such

•i vouchers, shall cause to be repaid to such consumer from

vj the taxes collected on molar-vehicle' fuel the 'said taxes paid

± on motor-vehicle fuels purchased or used other than for motor

f, vehicles, as aforesaid: Provided, That applications for re-

'- **- (; funds, as provided herein, must be filed with the collector of

7 taxes of the District of Columbia within thirty days from

q the date of purchase or invoice: Provided, That before any

<) refund shall be made such claimant shall furnish to the col-

10 lector of taxes of the District of Columbia satisfactory evi-

I i dence by 'sworn statement of the exempted use of such, fuel

\2 purchased by him.

13 SEC. 11. That any person, association, firm, or corpora-

14 tion violating any of the provisions of this Act, or any

15 person, firm, or agent of any corporation, who shall make

16 any false statement in connection with the sale or use of any

17 motor-vehicle fuel intended to be used for any of the pur-

18 poses described in seetiett 444 of this Act, shall be deemed

19 guilty of a misdemeanor and upon conviction thereof shall

20 be punished by a fine of not less than $50 nor more than

21 $500, or by imprisonment for not more than one year, or

22 by both such fine and imprisonment.

23 SEfe 4-3-7 That it sh&H be unlawful fo* £he assessor or

24 the collector of taxes? or e«y- of the agents or- employees of

H.R.655 2
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1 the District ef- Columbi% te disclose^ eseept wbea required so

2 te 4e fey- a court el kfw^ the amount ef- tex fftid m pursuance

3 "£iX t" ri r* JTM'm C1 rvt j~ni PI A r f̂" HTT JXJITT /i r* ft I rw rv-r* H r^c^L/v^gr< r\t< n -n-rr.tTT 111U IUJ lllo tTr tJlHo ^\.L'L T7 y rtalT- ^LUtclt'I1 ttr LlvrttrU'JrRJj TTT" I til V '

4 other information contained ift ^he reports filed fey any dealer

5 ^1^-t* f\ s\*-\ If^ff-i iit'tifwn^ j-| i r^ i'rrr LH'UJCJ f? ttll" A. r TTT" i<

6 the provisions el $m section shall fee deemed guilty ef ft

7 misdcincanor ami wpeft conviction thereof shall fee punished

o ""̂ t ft irri£ OT ftot 1̂ 3'SS •uiio/'ii ^pOvJ HOI* i^toi'O T-ftfttt ^pouuj Or* uj-

9 iffip¥tse«ffleftt fe* wet more thaw e«e y^eai^ e¥ fey feeth s

10

11 SEC. ±£ 12. That owners of electrically driven and

12 steam operated motor vehicles shall fee charged the following

13 annual registration fees which shall include the registration

14 fee of 11 referred to in section 1 of this Act:

1* All motor vehicles operated by steam, $15 per. annum.

1" Electrically driven passenger-carrying vehicles. $11 per

1' annum.

1" Electrically operated trucks, having one thousand

•*" pounds or less rated carrying capacity, a minimum charge

. of $11 per annum, plus $2 for each additional one thousand 1 -

**-• pounds or less rated carrying capacity.

22 SEC. i4 13. That all motor vehicles owned and offi-
•

23 cially used by the United States or by the District of Co-

^ lumbia shall carry registration markers or plates of the

^° same character and subject \Q the same regulations and pro-
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1 visions as apply to all other motor vehicles operated within

2 the District of Columbia, all such registration markers or

3 plates: to be furnished without charge.

4 SEC. i& 14. That when under authority of law gasoline

5 or other motor-vehicle fuel is sold by an agency of the United

6 States within the District of Columbia, for use in privately

7 owned vehicles, such agency of the United States shall.

8 by agreement with the Commissioners of the District of

9 Columbia, arrange for the collection of the tax of 2 cents

10 per gallon herein' authorized to be imposed, and for ac-

11 counting to the collector of taxes of the District of Columbia

12 for the proceeds of such tax collections. i« getter-air the

13 rtt'ffrHigf-incuts SH fs-t-rtUh-^h-ed- shrtllr HS ft*? rt-s fwr-ffiiss-iWer ttc-

14 e<->f4 -wkh- th^ -pw-\4<4etts- of 4ns Aefc-

15 SEC. 4-44 //}. That all prosecutions for violations of the

If} provisions of this Act skftll mui.i be in the police court of tbc

17 District of Columbia, upon information filed by the eor-

I* poration counsel of the District of Columbia or any of his

19 assistants.
n

20 SBC. 43-16.- That the Commissioners of the District of

21 Columbia are authorized and directed to make refunds of

22 registration fees paid under existing law on motor vehicles

'2'.) to the extent that the payments may be in conflict Avitli the

94 provisions of this A.ct.



1 SKG. &$ 17. That all laws inconsistent with the pro-

2 visions of this Act be, and the same are hereby, repealed:

3 Provided, That nothing herein contained shall be construed

4 .in any wise to affect the provisions of paragraphs 11. 13, and

5 14 of the Act of Congress relating to license taxes, approved

6 July 1, 1902.
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