Union ‘Calendar No. 117

68TH CONGRESS, .
2w H, R, 5325

‘[Report No. 295.]

IN THE ‘HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES.

Janvary 12, 1924,

' Mr Carter introduced the following bill; which was referred to the Com-

mittee on Indian Affairs and ordered to be printed.

MarcE 13, 1924,

Reported with amendments, committed to the Committee of the Whole House

on the state of the Union, and ordered to be printed.

[Strike out all after the enacting clause and insert the part printed in italic.]

A BILL

Conferring jurisdiction upon the Court of Claims to hear, exam-
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ine, consider, and adjudicate claims which the Choctaw and
Chickasaw Indians may have against the United States,

and for other purposes. ] _'

| Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Represen.tq,-
tives of the United States of America in Congress asscmbl.c_d.
Thet jurisdietion be; and is herebys conforred upon the Geﬂ#
of Claims to hear; examine; eonsider; and adjndieate any
and oll elaims arising under o growing out of eny troaty
stipulation or agreement .ef the Hnited S@f&e& with Hae
Choetaw and Chiekasaw Indinn Nations or Tribes; or any
Act of Congress; in relation to Indian affairs; which seid
Choetaw and Chickasaw Indian Nations or Tribes Ty
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heretofore been dotermined or adjudiented: Provided; That
seid Court of Claims shell also henr; examine; eonsider; and

adindicate any ehaims which the United States may have
sits be institutod within two years from dute of approval
of this Aet: Provided also; That from deeisions of the Court
of Claims i said sits appesls may bo taken as in other enses
to the Supreme Court of the United States:

%e@eﬂﬁei@}&ims.shaﬂmehﬂ&a%héﬁt—ybypfepef

orders and proeess to bring in and meake parties to sueh suits

am-efﬁﬂperseﬁsdeemedby}tﬂeeess&ﬁ-e%pfeﬁﬂteéhe |

final determination of the matters in eontroversy:
 The elaim or elaims of each of sid Indian natiens

- shall be presented separately or jointly by petition in the

Court of Claims; and such aection shell make the potitioner

party pleintiff or plaintiffs and the United States party de-

fendant: Sueh petition on the part of any sueh nation er
tribe shell be verified by the attorney or attorneys emploved
%epfesee&sesaéhé}a;mef-el&imsande%eemmﬁeeﬂmets
with the prineipal chief or governor of the nation or the
interested and approved by the Seeretary of the Tnterior
Aeepyeﬁthéﬁeﬁﬁeﬂsi}aﬂ;%ne&ehe&se;besewe&
upon the Attorney General of the United States, and he or

seme atterney from the Department of Justiee; to be desig-
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nated by him; is hereby directed to appear and defend the
interests of the United States in said eases: N

*Any and ol claims agwinst the United. States within
the prrview of this 2vet shall be forever barred ‘mﬂess st be
mstitaied o petition filed in the Gonrt of Claims within
fwe vends from the date of approval ef this Aet as provided
herein:  Epon the final determination of any suit of aetion
institnted wnder this Aet the Court of Claims shell deeree
seeh amonrnt or amounts as it shall find reasonable to pay the
“pEtorney of attorpeys employed therein by any of the above-
nenred Tndian nations for thelr rerviees emd expenses; and
i no ense shall the reeresnto amounts deereed by said Court
.e#%h%ﬁbéme*eesseﬁ#hemetm%%&meﬂﬂtssﬁfﬂlafed
in the eontraet of employment or in exeess of a sum equal

%_Mp&ea&mef%keameﬂﬂ%&feee%fy&gm%&}g.

That jurisdiction be, and s hereby, conferred upom the

Court of Claims, notwithstanding the lapse of time or statutes.

of limitation, 1o hear, examine, and adjudicate and render

judgment i any and all legal and equitable claims arising-

under or growing out.of any treaty or agreement betiween
the United States and the C’_ﬁoctaw and Chickasaw Indian
‘Nations or Tribes, or cither 0/L them, or arising under or
: grbwing out of any Act of Congress in relation to Indian

-affairs which said Choctaw and Chickasaw Nations-or. T'ribes
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" may have against the United States, which claims have not

heretofore been determined dand adjudicated on - their merits

by the Court of Claims or the Supreme Court of the United

States.

SEc. 2. Any and all claims against the United States
within the purview of this Act shall be forever barred unless
suit be wnstituled or petition filed as he_fmﬁn provided in the
Court of Clawms within five years from the date of ccpprb'ual
of this Act. The claim or claims of erich of sad Indian
nations shall be presented separately or jmntly by petition
wn the Court of Claims, and such action shall make the peti-
tioner party plaintiff or plaintiffs and the United Stales party
defendant.  The petition shall be verified by the attorney or
attorneys employed to prosecute such claim or claims undér
contract approved by the Commissioner of Indian Affairs
and- the Secretary of the Interior, and said con-tract with
such Indian tribe shall be evecuted in behalf bf the tribe by
the governor or principal chief thercof, or, if there be 1o

governor or principal chief, by a committee chosen by the

tribe under the direction and approval of the Commissioner -

of Indian Affairs and the Secrelary of the Interior. Official
letters, papers, documents, and records, or certified copies
thereof, may be used in evidence, and the departmehts of the
Glovernment shall give access to the attorney or at'torneys of

the abové-named Indian mations to such treaties, papers,
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- orattoriieys of said Indian nations.

SEc. 3. In said suit the court shall also hear;:examine,

. consider, and adjudicate any claims which the United States

. may hdvé against said Indian nations, but anyy payment

which may-kave been made by the United States upon any

claim against the - United States shall not operate as an

estoppel, but may be pleaded as an offset in such suit.

SEC 4. That from the decision of the Court of Claims

in any suzt prosecuted under the authomty of thzs Act an

appeal may be taken by etther party as wn other cases to the

~ Supreme Court of the United States.

SEc. 5. That upon the final determination of any suit

instituted under this Act, the Court of Claims shall decree

such amount or amounts as it may find reasonable to be paid
the attorney or .atterneys so employed by said Indian nations
for the services and expenses of said attorneys rendered or
incurred prior or subsequent to the date of approval of this
Act: Provided, That in no case shall the aggregate amounts
decreed by said Court of Claims for fees be in excess of the
amount or amounts stipulated in the contract of employment,
or in excess of a sum equal to 10 per centum of the amount of
recovery against the United States.

SEc. 6. The Court of Claims shall have full authority

by proper orders and process to bring in and make parties

'{,cd?’*résﬁoﬁf‘clence, Lor-tecords as may be needed by the attorney

1
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tosuch it .any or all persons deeined by it necessary or

proper to the fingl defermingtion : of. the: matters: in- con-

trgversy. .

SEC. 7. 4 cb"py~of='~-the -petition shall, in such-case, be
served upon the Attm‘ney’ Greneral of the United States, and
he,-or some attorney from the Department of Justice to be
designated by hq':m,., 18 l);ev:ebg/ directed to appear and defend
the interests of the Unated States in such case.

- Amend the title so as to'vead: “A bill conferring juris-
diction upon the Court of Claims to hear, examine, adjudi-

cate, and enter judgnment in any claims which the Choctaw

and Chickasaw Indians may have against the United States;

and for other purposes.”
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A BILL

Conferring jurisdiction upon the Court of
Claims to hear, examine, consider, and ad-
judicate claims which the Choctaw and
Chickasaw Indians may have against the
United States, and for other purposes.

By Mr. Carter.

JANUARY 12, 1924,
Referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs and
ordered to be printed. .
Marcr 13, 1924,

Reported with amendments, committed to the Com-
mittee of the Whole House on the state of the
Union, and ordered to be printed.






