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JANUARY 12, 1924.

Mr. CARTER introduced the following bill; which was referred to the Com-
mittee on Indian Affairs and ordered to be printed.

MARCH 13, 1924.

Keported with amendments, committed to the Committee of the Whole House
on the state of the Union, and ordered to be printed.

[Strike out all after the enacting clause and insert the part printed in italic.]

A BILL
Conferring jurisdiction upon the Court of Claims to hear, exam-

ine, consider, and adjudicate claims which the Choctaw and

Chickasaw Indians may have against the United States,

and for other purposes.

1 Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-

2 lives of the United States of America in Congress assembled.

3 ¥hftt jttffedietieHt fe^ a»d is he-feby? centered ttpee the GetH4

4 el Claims to hear, examine,' eessider- and ftdjttdieate asy

5 ftwd a41 claims arising t»de¥ e? gr-ewing- etrt ef asy treaty

6 stJpttMen- e¥ agfeemeirt el the United Stetes with- -fee
•

7 Choctaw

8 Aet -el Congrcssy m fekbt4e» to Iftdian aSawsy w4»eh sa4d

9 Choetaw aed Chickasaw fedkft Nations e? Tribes



2

I T* c\ -FT/% t\ ***fiiv^o4- j-W/v T T »VT_ ̂ Q./-| Ss'frn •f'r^ci QT*ifl TT^in i AM. f*\ flTTYicr rifiiT'AiilLVU tt tL tULU.3 1 Tilt? L> lilDC?tt tOtll'LUB tllltt AV J-TIdT trrctTITTty JULlvV *J

2 heretofore been determined e? adjudicated : Pvemdefk That

3 said Court ef Claims shall afee hear^ examine, consider,

4 adjudicate aey claims which the United States may

5 against said Indian nations : Provided further; That

6 suite fee instituted .withift two years feeei date ef approval

I Of TillS ./i-Cl ! Jr¥OuX(tCCL "€bkSQ~j "irHftT WOITl QCC1S10I1S Or tftO x.̂ 1 Oil r TJ

Q \7i \_7.1ctlIJl3 Hi octltl otl'l Lb cL t) U C ell S Hill y Ot! tU.-lv(3TT lla 111 OlJl

9 to the Supremo Court of the United States.

10 5^ Court el Claims sbaB have Ml aetherity fey

n i ivfioya n yifi YiVAfT^o i~rfc MI* TM rv m. nyiii TY\ n lir-r1 yifl.T*i"i oo ^-f\ onr*l>TTH \_lv--l o LI 1 ILL IJ1 l^l^\_/»Jij T\T TTTiTTE" Ilr M1_1\T TTTtTlv^ IJti'l 1/1x^(3 TXJ T3Ll^ll

12 any et aH pcrsees deemed fey it ncoossaiy e¥ proper to the

13 feal dotcrmiaatiefi el tfee matters m eentrovorsy.- .

14 ¥fee eiaim e* claims el eaeh el said Indian nations

15 sfeati fee presented separately OF jointly fey petition i«

AI I I n ITM " flTi M c*n p ntTT \-7ltt'l±lloy Ltlltt Otll'll

17 party plaintift' or plaintiffs a»d the United States party de-

18 Icndant. Such petitieft eft the part el any seeh nation e?

19 trifee shati fee :vefified fey the attorney e? attorneys employed

20 to prosecute suefe claim er- claims under contract e? contracts

21 with Ae principal: ehiel e* governor el the natioa e? trifee

22 interested and approved fey. the Secretary el the Interior.

O Q A r*AT\'\T AT i"n f> Ttotii'i r\~n g n nil ITI pfvr* n /^QQ/>_ K/-v t-ti^-K-cr^ /-I^ ^J XT \jv/ yj y ^T t-m-> I r\jlil L1LIJ I ollclll. Ill LAlUll. LvUjoxJT Uv5 !3 U 1 V U \4

24 upon the Attorney Oeaeral el the United States^ a«d he er-

25 seeie atterftey feem the Pepaftmcnt el Jttstieer te fee dcsig^
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1 natcd fey «H%'fe hereby direefced to appotir a»d defend

2 *y»£yit«/\fl±pl /"if j-Vn-V I T y%-i+^\>l Q-frfi.4-rtft ±H Clf\l ^1 /"JQa/XCJ - ~ '
-. llllTTJltrflTS T7T tlit/. ' I , , lUtUlt k"UttL.tJtJ lH Hetttt UctEJUCrr

3 Afiy aed all claims against- the ¥mted - States within

4 tfee fw-Hview el this Aet sball fee teevei1 feared tmtess s«tt fee

5 ittstt&Ht-ed «P pctitiett filed m tfee G«HHt of Ofetms witkie

Q frw** ¥t tri^ It^Ht tfee dttte of ftpft^val ^ tkis Aet tts provided

7 kemtiT 4^«ft tlw fettl detwmwat^ft el tmy sft'rt e?

g ifistitttted H«de* this Aet the ^wvt el ^!taiffis sfeftti

9 s«efe rtffi^Hftt or amounts as it shall f-'md feaseeafele te pay tfee

10 ' attorney e* attorneys employed tkeww fey a«y el tfee above

H wtffl^ Inditm ftatiefts Iw tfeeir f-e^viees a,ftd expenses,

12 w «o ease sfeatt tfee aggregate ametmts decreed fey said '

13 el Claims fee i« exocss el the amount e¥ amounts stipulated

14 ift tfee ee»tfaet el employment e* ia excess el a sem equal

15' t*» 40 per ecntiun el tfee amouftt el reeevery against tibe

^ /-> TTYi-if or! .Qfnfon
1 I-v L.J 111 lA_/\.l kJ W.lTv/SJT

17 T/ifli jurisdiction be, and is hereby, conferred upon the

18 Court of Claims, notwithstanding the lapse of time or statutes

19 of limitation, to hear, examine, and adjudicate and render

• 20 judgment in any and all legal and equitable claims arising

21 under or growing out of any treaty or agreement between

22 the United States and the Choctaw and Chickasaw Indian

23 Nations or Tribes, or either- of them, or arising under or

24 growing out of any Act of Congress in relation to Indian

25 afairs'iohich said Choctaw and Chickasaw Nations-or. Tribes
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1 may have against the United States, which claims have not

2 heretofore been determined and adjudicated on their merits

3' by the Court of Claims or the Supreme Court of the United
i

4 States.

5 SEC. 2. Any and all claims against the United States

6 within the purview of this Act shall lie forever barred unless

7 suit be instituted or petition filed as herein provided in the

8 Court of Claims within five year* from the date of approval

9 of this Act. The claim or claims of each of said Indian

10 nations shall be presented separately or jointly by petition

11 in the Court of Claims, and such action shall make the peti-

12 tioner party plaintiff or plaintiffs and the United States party

13 defendant. The petition shall be verified by the attorney or

14 attorneys employed to prosecute such claim or claims under

15 contract approved by the Commissioner of Indian Affairs

16 and- the Secretary of the Interior, and said contract with

17 such Indian tribe shall be executed in behalf of the tribe by

18 the governor or principal chief thereof, or, if there be no

19 governor or principal chief, by a committee chosen by the

20 tribe under the direction and approval of the Commissioner

21 of Indian Affairs and the Secretary of the Interior. Official

22 letters, papers, documents, and records, or certified copies

23 thereof, may be used in evidence, and the departments of the

24 Government shall give access to the attorney or attorneys of

25 the above-named Indian nations to such treaties, papers,



1 ''.correspondence, •••or" Records as may be needed by the attorney

2 • or attorneys of said Indian nations. --•• •" •"• •' -"' : : , - ':
i

3 SEC. 3. In said suit the court shall also hear-'examine,

4 . consider, and adjudicate any claims which the United States

5 may have against said Indian nations, but any payment

Q 'which may have been'made by the-United States upon any

•7 .claim against the United States shall not operate as an

8 estoppel, but may be pleaded as an offset in such suit.

9 •••• SEC. 4; That from the decision of the Court of Claims

10 in any suit prosecuted under the authority of this Act, an

11 appeal may be taken by either party as in other cases to the

12 Supreme Court of the United States. .

13 SEC. 5. That upon the final determination of any suit

14 instituted under this Act, the Court of Claims shall decree

15 such amount or amounts as it may find reasonable to be paid

16 the attorney or attorneys so employed by said Indian nations

17 for the services and expenses of said attorneys rendered or

18 incurred prior or subsequent to the date of approval of this

19 Act: Provided, That in no case shall the aggregate amounts

20 decreed by said Court of Claims for fees be in excess of the

21 amount or amounts stipulated in the contract of employment,

22 or in excess of a sum equal to 10 per centum of the amount of

23 recovery against the United States.

24 SEC. 6. The Court of Claims shall have full authonty

25 tyl proper orders and process to bring in and make parties
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j to such mit.any or all persons deemed by it necessary or

2 proper to the final determination: of. the matters in/. <?o^-

.3: ,ttyytrsy. ... ... '.'.- ... : .. :. .: . . : . • . - . . . ."-.- .. .:. ••

4 . ''SEC.'7* A-. copy •••of-'-the'petition--shall, in such - case, be

5 served upon the Attorney General of ike United States, and

6 he, or some attorney from the Department of Justice to be

7 designated by him, is hereby directed to appear and defend

8 the interests of the United States in such case.

Amend the title so as to read: "A bill conferring juris-

diction upon the Court of Claims to hear, examine, adjudi-

cate, and enter judgment in any claims which the Chocta.w

and Chickasaw Indians may have against the TJnited States,

and for other purposes." ?_':
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A BILL
Conferring jurisdiction upon the Court of

Claims to hear, examine, consider, and ad-
judicate claims which the Choctaw and
Chickasaw Indians may have against the
United States, and for other purposes.

By Mr. CARTER.

JANUARY 12, 1924.
Referred to the Committee cm Indian Affairs and

ordered to be printed.

MABCH 13, 1924.
Reported with amendments, committed to the Com-

mittee of the Whole House on the state of the
Union, and ordered to be printed.




