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Message to Allied Nations on the
January 8, 1991

More than 5 months ago, in the early
morning hours of August 2d, lraqi forces
rolled south and the rape of Kuwait began.
That unprovoked invasion was more than
an attack on Kuwait, more than the brutal
occupation of a tiny nation that posed no
threat to its large and powerful neighbor.
It was an assault on the very notion of inter-
national order.

My purpose in speaking to you, the peo-
ple of countries united against this assault,
is to share with you my view of the aims
and objectives that must guide us in the
challenging days ahead. From the center
of the crisis in the Middle East, to people
and countries on every continent, to the
families with loved ones held hostage, to
the many millions sure to suffer at the hands
of one man with a stranglehold on the
world’s economic lifeline, Iraq’s aggression
has caused untold suffering, hardship, and
uncertainty.

In the more than 5 months since August
2d, lraqi troops have carried out a system-
atic campaign of terror on the people of
Kuwait—unspeakable atrocities against men
and women and, among the maimed and
murdered, even innocent children. In the
more than 5 months since August 2d, Iraq’s
action has imposed economic strains on na-
tions large and small—among them some
of the world’s newest democracies at the
very moment they are most vulnerable. And
yet, lraq's aggression did not go unchal-
lenged.

In the 5 months since August 2d, the
world has witnessed the emergence of an
unprecedented coalition against aggression.
In the United Nations, lraq’s outlaw act
has met a chorus of condemnation in 12
resolutions with the overwhelming support
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Persian Gulf Crisis

of the Security Council. At this moment,
forces from 27 nations—rich and poor, Arab
and Muslim, European, Asian, African, and
American—stand side by side in the Gulf,
determined that Saddam’s aggression will
not stand.

We’'re now entering the most critical pe-
riod of this crisis. For the past 5 months,
Saddam has held the world and the norms
of civilized conduct in contempt. In the next
few days, Irag arrives at a deadline that
spells the limit of the civilized world’s pa-
tience.

Let me be clear about the upcoming
deadline. January 15 is not a “date certain”
for the onset of armed conflict; it is a dead-
line for Saddam Hussein to choose, to
choose peace over war. The purpose of de-
claring this deadline was to give Saddam
fair warning: Withdraw from Kuwait, with-
out condition and without delay, or—at any
time on or after that date—face a coalition
ready and willing to employ “all means nec-
essary” to enforce the will of the United
Nations.

Every one of us, each day of this crisis,
has held out hope for a peaceful solution.
Even now, as the deadline draws near, we
continue to seek a way to end this crisis
without further conflict. And that is why,
back on November 30, | offered to have
Secretary Baker travel to Baghdad to meet
with Saddam Hussein. And that is why, even
after Saddam failed to respond, failed to
find time to meet on any of the 15 days
we put forward, | invited Iraq’s Foreign
Minister to meet with Secretary Baker in
Geneva on January 9th.

In Geneva, we will be guided by the will
of the world community—expressed in



