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that.

So, maybe that ingredient, which hasn’t
always been quite as clear as it is now,
will help as this debate, proper debate, goes
forward in the Congress.

Q. Do you think you need such a resolu-
tion? And if you lose it, would you be bound
by that?

The President. 1 don’t think | need it.
I think Secretary Cheney expressed it very
well the other day. There are different opin-
ions on either side of this question, but
Saddam Hussein should be under no ques-
tion on this: | feel that | have the authority
to fully implement the United Nations reso-
lutions.

Q. And the question of being bound—
the second part of that?

The President. | still feel that 1 have the
constitutional authority—many attorneys
having so advised me.

Q. Sir, I want to ask you about Francois
Mitterrand. But Wyatt's [Wyatt Andrews,
CBS News] question opens up a whole area.
Let me just ask you: You talk about you
don’t want this to be another Vietnam.

The President. It won’t be another Viet-
nam.

Q. If the Congress of the United States
refuses to give you a resolution that—re-
fuses to even give you a Gulf of Tonkin-
type resolution, how can you go to war?

The President. 1 don’t think they’re going
to refuse.

Q. Okay. Let me ask you about Francois
Mitterrand. You say the R

The President. There have been 200—
I'll just repeat for the record that there
have been a lot of uses of force in our
history and very few declarations of war.
But I have tried. | have done more consulta-
tion with the Congress than any other Presi-
dent. Some of these Democratic Members
have told me that. And | have tried to reach
out to them in various ways, and | will
continue to do it, because | want to see
a solid front here as we stand up against
this aggressor.

Q. Let me ask you about that solid
front:

The President. And 1 think it enhances
the peace. I really believe, John [John Coch-
ran, NBC News], that he is living under
a delusion. | think he doesn’t think that
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force will be used against him. | think he’s
misinterpreted the debate. | also think he’s
under a delusion about what would happen
if a conflagration breaks out. | believe that
firmly, and I've had many, many people
whom | respect tell me that. So, I would
hope that what we’'re talking about here
would dissuade him from that.

This is a followup.

Q. You've said that the coalition is united
against any linkage on the Palestinian ques-
tion. You've talked to Francois Mitterrand
twice today. But in public. he says he is
for this international peace conference, and
he seems to have no objection at all if Sad-
dam Hussein wants to use that as a figleaf
to pull out of Kuwait. You do have an objec-
tion. Mitterrand also says that apparently
the European Community foreign ministers
are going to meet with ‘Aziz apparently in
Algiers. What if they go in there and say,
well, we have no objection to an inter-
national peace conference on the Mideast?

The President. The foreign ministers of
the EC have been very solid, and so has
President Francois Mitterrand, that there
will be no linkage. So you’'re asking me a
hypothetical question that 1 won't have to
answer because he’s not going to do that.

Q. He said today he disagrees with you
on the international peace

The President. The French Government
and the United States Government over the
years have had some differences on how
the best way to bring peace to the Middle
East is. We had a very active initiative un-
derway by Jim Baker. But that doesn’t have
anything to do with the invasion of Kuwait.
And Francois Mitterrand knows that it
doesn’t have to do with the invasion of Ku-
wait and the aggression against Kuwait. And
I know he knows this. And he’s been very
forthright about it.

But, yes, he’s very frank in saying coun-
tries have a different approach to how you
solve another very important problem. |
would simply refer you back to what I've
said on that subject. | think you were with
us over in the joint press conference with
President Gorbachev when | addressed my-
self to this. But | am going to avoid linkage.

| listened to that ‘Aziz meeting, and all
he tried to do is obfuscate, to confuse, to




