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make everybody think this had to do with 
the West Bank, for example. And it doesn’t. 
It has to do with the aggression against 
Kuwait—the invasion of Kuwait, the brutal-
izing of the people in Kuwait. And it has 
to do with a new world order. And that 
world order is only going to be enhanced 
if this newly-activated peacekeeping func-
tion of the United Nations proves to be 
effective. That is the only way the new 
world order will be enhanced. 

Q. You say that Saddam Hussein doesn’t 
understand yet. Why not a meeting face 
to face? Why refuse any meeting face to 
face? 

The President. Because he’s had every op-
portunity. We finally said this is the last 
step. We tried 15 dates in Baghdad. We 
tried to set up these meetings. And now 
we tried this one, and there wasn’t one 
single reason to make me think that another 
meeting between the United States and 
Saddam Hussein—and the Iraqis would do 
any good at all. If I felt it would, fine. 
But it will not. 

I talked to the Secretary-General of the 
United Nations today, and there is a chance 
that he might undertake such a mission. 
Certainly we’d have no objection. There’s 
one other reason—and I cite that because 
this is not Iraq against the United States. 
It is Iraq against the rest of the world. It 
is the United Nations that passed 12 resolu-
tions, not the United States. It is the Gen-
eral Assembly of the United Nations—100- 
plus countries standing solidly against the 
dictator. And therefore, it doesn’t need to 
be a bilateral negotiation here. We tried 
that. And we were stiff-armed by an intran-
sigent Foreign Secretary. 

And so the answer is, if diplomacy can 
be effective now, let’s keep it in the context 
in which these resolutions were passed. And 
I would hope that maybe it would have 
an effect, but I’d have to level with the 
American people: Nothing I saw today— 
nothing—leads me to believe that this man 
is going to be reasonable. So, back to Terry’s 
question, I have less of a feeling that he’ll 
come around. But we ought to keep trying. 
We ought to keep trying right down to the 
wire. 

Q. You’ve repeated the ‘‘keep trying.’’ 
You’ve cited the Secretary-General of the 

United Nations. Secretary of State Baker 
cited him three times. What exactly could 
his mission be if there is no alternative to 
what Secretary Baker—— 

The President. I’m not sure. What would 
a mission of Jim Baker have been? It might 
have been to convince the man that he is 
up against an immovable force. He’s up 
against something that is not going to yield. 
He is up against a situation under which 
there will be no compromise; and there will 
be none. But because, you see, Ann [Ann 
Compton, ABC News], I go back to my 
point, I don’t think he has felt this up until 
now—on both points. I don’t think he’s felt 
that force will be used against him, and 
I think he has felt that if it were, he’d 
prevail. He’s wrong on both counts. 

Q. Mr. President, there have been reports 
that Saddam believes that if it comes to 
war, even if he’s driven out of Kuwait mili-
tarily, he can survive in power. Is he wrong? 

The President. I think he’s wrong on all 
of his assumptions about what would hap-
pen if it came to war—God forbid. 

In the middle, and back here. And then 
we’ve got three more, and then I’ve got 
to go. These—Ellen [Ellen Warren, Knight- 
Ridder]? 

Q. Would he be killed, Mr. President? 
Would he be killed if it came to war? 

The President. I’m not going to answer 
that. I don’t know the answer to that ques-
tion. 

Q. Mr. President, you seem to have ruled 
out further diplomacy as a—— 

The President. No, you missed what I 
said, ma’am—Ellen, about the Secretary- 
General, possibly. The EC has tried—I’ll 
get back to you. Let me finish this one 
train of thought and then I’ll come to your 
question—the EC has tried, and, indeed, 
we see ‘Aziz saying no, he wouldn’t meet 
with the foreign ministers. You’ve seen 
President Chadli Bendjedid of Algeria to 
try. 

I told the Congressmen, I want to see 
us go the last step for peace. I want to 
use everything at my power to encourage 
people to try. And, indeed, there have been. 
Arab League has tried. Over and over again, 
people have tried. And they run up against 
the same answer. I remember the specula-
tion that came out here in our 
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