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open for any activity after midnight on Janu-
ary 15th because that is what is called for
under the U.N.—the U.N. resolutions set
that date. And so, | don’'t want to suggest
that one last visit could take place after
that and have the approval of the United
Nations Security Council, which has stood
solidly against that kind of—some would
say flexibility, but I would say breach of
the United Nations resolutions.

So please, to anyone who might be listen-
ing in countries around the world, let me
simply say there is no flexibility on our part.
And | sense none on the part of the other
members of the coalition that is arrayed
against Saddam Hussein; nor have | found
any flexibility, and I'm glad about that, on
the part of other members of the Security
Council or other countries whose leaders
I have spoken to.

So, the coalition is together. The United
Nations is strongly together. I think the vote
in the United States Congress today shows
that the United States position is strongly
firmed up by what happened in Congress
today and by what appears to be the will
of the American people. And it’s in keeping
with my will and how 1| feel about this.

So, let us just pray that we will make
the necessary contribution through the ac-
tion that was taken today to bring this man
to his senses, because it is a critical moment
in history. And what the Congress did today
was indeed historic. And 1 will conclude
here by once again thanking them for com-
ing to grips with the question, obviously
thanking them for backing the position that
is so strongly held by so many countries
around the world.

Thank you all very much.

Note: President Bush’s 69th news conference
began at 4 p.m. in the Briefing Room at
the White House. In his remarks, he referred
to President Saddam Hussein of lIraq; Sec-
retary of State James A. Baker Ill; United
Nations Secretary-General Javier Perez de
Cuellar de la Guerra; Secretary of Defense
Dick Cheney; Colin L. Powell, Chairman of
the Joint Chiefs of Staff; President Mikhail
Gorbachev of the Soviet Union; Foreign Min-
ister Tariq ‘Aziz of Iraq; and Aleksandr
Bessmertnykh, Soviet Ambassador to the
United States. H.J. Res. 77, approved Janu-
ary 14, was assigned Public Law No. 102—
1.
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We do not believe it is appropriate as
a general matter to release diplomatic cor-
respondence. However, the President’s let-
ter to Saddam Hussein has now appeared
in the news media. Stories containing large
segments of the letter have appeared on
major wire services. This published letter
is not, however, the final letter as presented
to Foreign Minister ‘Aziz. Therefore, we
are today releasing the President’s actual
letter to Saddam Hussein.

Mr. President:

We stand today at the brink of war be-
tween lraq and the world. This is a war
that began with your invasion of Kuwait;
this is a war that can be ended only by
Irag’s full and unconditional compliance
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with UN Security Council Resolution 678.

I am writing you now, directly, because
what is at stake demands that no oppor-
tunity be lost to avoid what would be a
certain calamity for the people of Irag. |
am writing, as well, because it is said by
some that you do not understand just how
isolated Iraq is and what Iraq faces as a
result. 1 am not in a position to judge
whether this impression is correct; what |
can do, though, is try in this letter to rein-
force what Secretary of State Baker told
your Foreign Minister and eliminate any
uncertainty or ambiguity that might exist
in your mind about where we stand and
what we are prepared to do.

The international community is united in



