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hope that will obtain. But I am very much 
concerned about the loss of life there. 

Kathy [Kathy Lewis, Houston Chronicle], 
and then I’ve got to go inside. 

Q. Mr. President, do you plan on trying 
to contact him directly? 

The President. I always have that option. 
Our phone lines are open, and I have no 
immediate plans of that, but I wouldn’t rule 
that out. 

Thank you all very much. 
Q. What about Perez de Cuellar, sir? 
Q. How long do you give the Soviet Union 

before—— 

The President. I’m not setting time lines. 
Q. What’s topic A tonight at the NSC 

[National Security Council] meeting—the 
Gulf or the Lithuanian crisis? 

The President. More of the same. 

Note: The President spoke at 4:05 p.m. on 
the South Lawn at the White House, upon 
his return from Camp David, MD. In his 
remarks, he referred to President Mikhail 
Gorbachev of the Soviet Union and Javier 
Perez de Cuellar de la Guerra, Secretary- 
General of the United Nations. 

Statement on Signing the Resolution Authorizing the Use of Military 
Force Against Iraq 
January 14, 1991 

Today I am signing H.J. Res. 77, the ‘‘Au-
thorization for Use of Military Force 
Against Iraq Resolution.’’ By passing H.J. 
Res. 77, the Congress of the United States 
has expressed its approval of the use of 
U.S. Armed Forces consistent with U.N. 
Security Council Resolution 678. I asked 
the Congress to support implementation of 
U.N. Security Council Resolution 678 be-
cause such action would send the clearest 
possible message to Saddam Hussein that 
he must withdraw from Kuwait without con-
dition or delay. I am grateful to those of 
both political parties who joined in the ex-
pression of resolve embodied in this resolu-
tion. To all, I emphasize again my convic-
tion that this resolution provides the best 
hope for peace. 

The debate on H.J. Res. 77 reflects the 
profound strength of our constitutional de-
mocracy. In coming to grips with the issues 
at stake in the Gulf, both Houses of Con-
gress acted in the finest traditions of our 
country. This resolution provides unmistak-
able support for the international commu-
nity’s determination that Iraq’s ongoing ag-
gression against, and occupation of, Kuwait 

shall not stand. As I made clear to congres-
sional leaders at the outset, my request for 
congressional support did not, and my sign-
ing this resolution does not, constitute any 
change in the long-standing positions of the 
executive branch on either the President’s 
constitutional authority to use the Armed 
Forces to defend vital U.S. interests or the 
constitutionality of the War Powers Resolu-
tion. I am pleased, however, that dif-
ferences on these issues between the Presi-
dent and many in the Congress have not 
prevented us from uniting in a common 
objective. I have had the benefit of exten-
sive and meaningful consultations with the 
Congress throughout this crisis, and I shall 
continue to consult closely with the Con-
gress in the days ahead. 

GEORGE BUSH 

The White House, 
January 14, 1991. 

Note: H.J. Res. 77, approved January 14, 
was assigned Public Law No. 102–1. 
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