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Thank you, General Bob Hope. And I'm
pleased to see so many Members of Con-
gress here tonight. 1 don’t want to get in
trouble, but I want to single out Senator
Strom Thurmond; Senator Ted Stevens;
and, of course, a great friend of the Reserve,
my old friend, Sonny Montgomery over
here—the General. And all the rest of the
Members who are with us tonight.

My apologies to all for speaking before
the broccoli and leaving—T [laughter]—but
given the circumstances, I'm sure you'll un-
derstand. And | am proud to share this
evening with the leadership of the Reserve
Officers Association, and 1 am deeply hon-
ored to be named Minuteman of the Year.
But 1 know tonight our thoughts go out
to men and women earning the honor of
a grateful nation at this very moment: the
citizen-soldiers, 100,000 strong, serving now
with the coalition forces in the Gulf. And
I salute them, each and every one.

Those American Reservists are part of an
allied force standing against the forces of
aggression—standing up for what is right.
They serve alongside hundreds of thousands
of soldiers, sailors, airmen, marines, and
coastguardsmen of 27 other nations—all
united against the aggression of Saddam
Hussein.

As we meet right here tonight, we are
exactly 1 week into Operation Desert
Storm. But it is important to date this con-
flict not from January 16th, but from its
true beginning: the assault of August 2d,
Iraq’s unprovoked aggression against the
tiny nation of Kuwait. We did not begin
a war 7 days ago. Rather, we began to end
a war—to right a wrong that the world sim-
ply could not ignore.

From the day Saddam’s forces first
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crossed into Kuwait, it was clear that this
aggression required a swift response from
our nation and the world community. What
was, and is, at stake is not simply our energy
or economic security and the stability of
a vital region but the prospects for peace
in the post-cold-war era—the promise of
a new world order based upon the rule
of law.

America was not alone in confronting
Saddam. No less than 12 resolutions of the
United Nations Security Council con-
demned the invasion, demanding Iraqg’s
withdrawal without condition and without
delay. The United Nations put in place
sanctions to prevent Iraq from reaping any
reward from its outlaw act. Countries from
six continents sent forces to the Gulf to
demonstrate the will of the world commu-
nity that Saddam’s aggression would not
stand.

Appeasement—peace at any price—was
never an answer. Turning a blind eye to
Saddam’s aggression would not have avoid-
ed war; it would only have delayed the
world’s day of reckoning, postponing what
ultimately would have been a far more dan-
gerous, a far more costly conflict.

Unfortunately, in spite of more than 5
months of sustained diplomatic efforts by
the Arab League, the European Commu-
nity, the United States, and the United Na-
tions, Saddam Hussein met every overture
of peace with open contempt. In the end,
despite the world’s prayers for peace, Sad-
dam brought war upon himself.

Tonight, after 1 week of allied operations,
I am pleased to report that Operation
Desert Storm is right on schedule. We have
dealt—and | salute General McPeak and
the airmen flying under the United Com-



