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their counsel on how best to ensure the
future growth and viability of America’s
rural communities.

There are many other accomplishments
here at USDA, most of them not attrib-
utable to me but to the fine team we've
assembled here. That team exemplifies
competence, and they’ll continue to serve
you well after my departure. From increas-
ing our funding of research in the areas
of food safety, the environment, and U.S.
competitiveness, to assisting youth at risk

in society as a whole, we have been moti-
vated and guided by your leadership.

It has been a high privilege to have served
you and the American people as Secretary
of Agriculture. I now look forward with en-
thusiasm to the challenges and opportuni-
ties which lie ahead for the chairman of
the Republican party.

Sincerely,

CLAYTON
Clayton Yeutter

Remarks on the Nomination of Edward R. Madigan To Be Secretary
of Agriculture and a Question-and-Answer Session With Reporters

January 25, 1991

The President. 1 wanted to walk in here
to this news room to say that | intend to
nominate Edward Madigan, a good friend
and outstanding Member of the United
States Congress, to be the next Secretary
of Agriculture. Ed Madigan has served for
19 years in the House of Representatives.
He’s been an aggressive leader on all agri-
cultural issues, serving as the ranking mi-
nority member on the House Agricultural
Committee. And I've known him for a long
time. I've known him as a friend, as a leader
in our party, and as a man who cares deeply
about the farm policies of our government
and the people from agricultural America.
He has walked in the shoes of Illinois farm-
ers. He knows their needs, their concerns,
and most importantly, their dreams for a
future in agriculture.

These aren’t easy times for the family
farmer, but they are important times. And
we have been—the United States—a role
model for the world in the production of
food. And yet, American farm families have
not always enjoyed the prosperity that they
deserve. | believe that Ed Madigan is the
man to go to work on these problems. He
stands tall, and he’ll cast a big shadow in
the Oval Office there as we consider Amer-
ica’s agricultural future.

And so, | want to introduce him to you,
ask him to say a few words, and then I'll
be glad to take a few questions and turn

it over to Ed again for questions.

Representative Madigan. Mr. President,
I want to thank you for the confidence that
you have expressed in me and for this op-
portunity to serve you and the farmers and
ranchers of America.

As you know, agriculture is the largest
industry in the United States, employing
nearly 20 percent of our total work force,
and agriculture exports amount to nearly
$40 billion each year. So, this will be a
job that touches everyone in the country.

My goal, Mr. President, is to carry out
your desire that rural Americans have a
strong voice in the councils of the govern-
ment. Many issues have a major impact on
the family farmers of America. And I'm
going to work hard with you to ensure that
their concerns are heard in these councils
of government. Ensuring that America has
an abundant and affordable and a safe food
supply is a big job, but I will work hard
for you and for these farmers, Mr. Presi-
dent, to justify that your confidence in me
is warranted and that we can get this job
done.

Thank you very much.

The President. Thank you, Ed, and I'm
just delighted you’re doing it. Big shoes to
fill, and I’'m glad you're taking it on.
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Now, Helen [Helen Thomas,
Press International].
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