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it because we don’t yet know it for sure.

Q. Sir, one more try on Saddam Hussein.
Given that your military commanders have
said that they’re hoping that this army quits
rather than fights and results in a bloody
ground offensive, why wouldn’t it be en-
tirely militarily appropriate to target Sad-
dam Hussein?

The President. Because we are not in the
business of targeting Saddam Hussein. I've
set out our goals, and | think that—I will
say this, as | said the other day in echoing
my support for what Prime Minister Major
of the United Kingdom said, no one will
weep when he’s gone. But having said that,
we have spelled out our objectives and |
will stay with them.

But who knows what would happen if
he left today? | would like to think that
what | have said over and over again would
resonate in lraqg, and that is that we have
no argument with the people of Iraq. We
don’t want to see a destabilized Iraq when
this is all over. But we also don’t want to
see a continuation of this aggression. We
will not tolerate a continuation of this bru-
tality. And so we have a mix of problems.
But the problems are not with the people
in the streets of Baghdad.

Q. Mr. President, a couple of questions
as to how the Gulf relates domestically.
First of all, can you give the American peo-
ple some sense of what this war is going
to cost, especially insofar as you and your
Secretary of State are turning to allies and
coalition partners and others to help defray
some of this cost? What are your projec-
tions? What sense can you give the Amer-
ican people? And secondly, on the domestic
front, how do you respond to Clayton
Yeutter and others who are seeking to turn
this issue politically against many Demo-
crats who may have voted against the force
resolution?

The President. On the first part of it, |
would leave that to the Pentagon. That is
still being computed. There have been
some—that will be presented, obviously, to
the United States Congress, that not only
has a right to know, but has the prime obli-
gations when in terms to funding these mat-
ters. | am very pleased with the cooperation
and participation from foreign countries. |
think Jim Baker today had or will have a
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statement regarding Kuwait participation.
You saw yesterday what the Prime Minister
of Japan stepped up to the plate to do.
And we salute that. There will be more
such information forthcoming, hopefully,
next week.

So, the burden-sharing, which is very,
very important, is coming along pretty well.
And Congress is very interested in this, and
of course, I'm very interested in it. So, we'll
be presenting that along with the cost fig-
ures to the Congress. But | can't give you
the specific figures.

Q. And may | ask you for the second
part of that question?

Mr. Fitzwater. Final question.

The President. Oh, yes. My position on
this is that this is not a partisan effort. |
thought Lee Hamilton answered that ques-
tion pretty well. I can't remember exactly
what he said, but he said, look, I’'m prepared
to defend my vote one way or another. And
I think everybody views it that way. And
I don’t want to comment on something be-
cause | did not see exactly what Clayton
Yeutter said. | heard that he said today
that he had absolutely no intention of mak-
ing the war a partisan issue, because we
have strong bipartisan support and, in my
view, it is a nonpartisan approach.

And so, | have conducted myself that way;
I will continue to conduct myself that way.
And every once in a while, you get some
shots, | would say, that come my way, come
against us on this. But | don’t elect to think
when | hear something of that nature that
the Democratic Party is trying to make this
a partisan issue, nor do | think Clayton
Yeutter is trying to make this a partisan
issue.

Upcoming Summit With the Soviet Union

Q. You say you are going to have a look
at the whole range of U.S.-Soviet issues,
but a summit has officially been set already.
Can you tell us will you be in Moscow on
February 11th?

The President. I'm going to have to wait
and discuss all this with Mr. Bessmertnykh
after he has a chance to discuss it with Sec-
retary Baker. Because, you may recall, this
was to be a summit at which we were going



