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to sign an arms control agreement, and I 
am told that we aren’t there yet. So we’ve 
got to see. There’s a war on in the Persian 
Gulf. There’s a lot of reasons that this 
should be discussed by Jim Baker. 

Yes, right back there in the middle. 

Budget Proposals 
Mr. Fitzwater. Final question, please. 
Q. In your budget plan that you will be 

sending up in February, do you plan to 
resubmit your capital gains proposal? 

The President. Stay tuned. Stay tuned. 
You get another one. You get one more. 

That was Sarah [Sarah McClendon, 
McClendon News]. Let’s see, did you have 
one last time? 

Q. No, sir. 
The President. Please go ahead then. 

The President’s Security 
Q. Thank you, sir. Next Tuesday night 

when you go and give the State of the Union 
message in that great Hall of the House, 
where there’s a joint session of House and 
Senate, all those Members there, all the 
Cabinet and the Supreme Court and the 
diplomats, and your wife and yourself, that 
presents a great opportunity for terrorists 
if they can get by. Why don’t you give the 
State of the Union message quietly from 
the White House? 

The President. Well, many Presidents 
have given the State of the Union message 
by post office—messengers, sent it up 
there. And I don’t know that any of them 
have been done from the White House. 
But if I—when I go to the Capitol—put 
it that way—I will have total confidence 
in the security apparatus in this country. 
It doesn’t bother me one single bit. 

And I know this man has sponsored ter-
rorism, and we continue to be safeguarding 
in every way we can against it. But the 
Capitol of the United States will be secure, 
and the people that are there will be safe. 
And so, it just doesn’t worry me, Sarah. 
Maybe it should. I’m not a fatalist, exactly, 
about this because I think we are doing 
things to keep the people’s Capitol secure. 

Q. But you remember the time—shot up 
the Capitol. 

The President. Yes. Every once in a while 
you find some outbreak, none quite like 

that, though. That was probably the most 
violent, but it doesn’t concern me. I’ll be 
standing up there giving that speech with 
total confidence in the men and women 
of our security system. And they are the 
best. And see, that’s why I hadn’t consid-
ered changing. I am not going to be held 
a captive in the White House by Saddam 
Hussein of Iraq. And you can make a note 
of that one. We’re going about our business 
and the world goes on. 

Somebody asked me a while back about 
the Super Bowl. Do you think we ought 
to cancel the Super Bowl because of this 
situation? One, the war is a serious business 
and the Nation is focused on it. But two, 
life goes on. And I’d say one thing: The 
kids over there in the Gulf—somebody told 
me to stop saying ‘‘kids.’’ They look like 
kids to me, frankly, but I say it with a great 
affection. I say it with affection. But the 
boys and men and women in the Gulf, they 
want to see this game go on, and they’re 
going to get great instant replays over there. 

And so, life goes on. And this is priority, 
getting this war concluded properly. But 
we are not going to screech everything to 
a halt on terms of our domestic agenda. 
We’re not going to screech everything to 
a halt in terms of the recreational activities, 
and I cite the Super Bowl. And I am not 
going to screech my life to a halt out of 
some fear about Saddam Hussein. And I 
think that’s a good, clear signal for all Amer-
icans to send halfway around the world. 

I admit he does irrational things. This 
thing today troubles me very much because 
there’s no rationality to it. It looks des-
perate. It looks last gasp. It doesn’t measure 
up to any military doctrine of any kind. 
But it’s kind of sick. And yet, we are not 
going to be held captive to this kind of 
outrageous expression; nor will we be to 
the bombing of population centers or the 
brutal parading of American prisoners. And, 
boy, that one has hit me right square in 
the heart, I’ll tell you. It’s just outrageous 
what he’s done. 

I really do have to go. 
Q. Mr. President—— 
Q. ——amphibious landings? 
The President. Education is the subject 

at hand. Ed—— 
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