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heartfelt concern, on behalf of Americans 
with disabilities and your belief that stu-
dents who go to school to nourish their 
minds should also be allowed to nourish 
their souls. And I have not lessened my 
commitment to restoring voluntary prayer 
in our schools. 

These actions can make America a kinder 
and gentler place because they reaffirm the 
values that I spoke of earlier, values that 
must be central to the lives of every indi-
vidual and the life of every nation. The 
clergyman Richard Cecil once said, ‘‘There 
are two classes of the wise: the men who 
serve God because they have found Him, 
and the men who seek Him because they 
have not found Him yet.’’ Abroad, as in 
America, our task is to serve and seek wisely 
through the policies we pursue. 

Nowhere is this more true than in the 
Persian Gulf where—despite protestations 
of Saddam Hussein—it is not Iraq against 
the United States, it’s the regime of Saddam 
Hussein against the rest of the world. Sad-
dam tried to cast this conflict as a religious 
war, but it has nothing to do with religion 
per se. It has, on the other hand, everything 
to do with what religion embodies: good 
versus evil, right versus wrong, human dig-
nity and freedom versus tyranny and op-
pression. The war in the Gulf is not a Chris-
tian war, a Jewish war, or a Moslem war; 
it is a just war. And it is a war with which 
good will prevail. 

We’re told that the principles of a just 
war originated with classical Greek and 
Roman philosophers like Plato and Cicero. 
And later they were expounded by such 
Christian theologians as Ambrose, Augus-
tine, Thomas Aquinas. 

The first principle of a just war is that 
it support a just cause. Our cause could 
not be more noble. We seek Iraq’s with-
drawal from Kuwait—completely, imme-
diately, and without condition; the restora-
tion of Kuwait’s legitimate government; and 
the security and stability of the Gulf. We 
will see that Kuwait once again is free, that 
the nightmare of Iraq’s occupation has 
ended, and that naked aggression will not 
be rewarded. 

We seek nothing for ourselves. As I have 
said, U.S. forces will leave as soon as their 
mission is over, as soon as they are no longer 

needed or desired. And let me add, we 
do not seek the destruction of Iraq. We 
have respect for the people of Iraq, for 
the importance of Iraq in the region. We 
do not want a country so destabilized that 
Iraq itself could be a target for aggression. 

But a just war must also be declared by 
legitimate authority. Operation Desert 
Storm is supported by unprecedented 
United Nations solidarity; the principle of 
collective self-defense; 12 Security Council 
resolutions; and in the Gulf, 28 nations from 
6 continents united, resolute that we will 
not waver and that Saddam’s aggression will 
not stand. 

I salute the aid—economic and military— 
from countries who have joined in this un-
precedented effort, whose courage and sac-
rifice have inspired the world. We’re not 
going it alone, but believe me, we are going 
to see it through. 

Every war—every war—is fought for a 
reason. But a just war is fought for the 
right reasons, for moral, not selfish reasons. 
Let me take a moment to tell you a story, 
a tragic story, about a family whose two 
sons, 18 and 19, reportedly refused to lower 
the Kuwaiti flag in front of their home. 
For this crime, they were executed by the 
Iraqis. Then, unbelievably, their parents 
were asked to pay the price of the bullets 
used to kill them. 

Some ask whether it’s moral to use force 
to stop the rape, the pillage, the plunder 
of Kuwait. And my answer: Extraordinary 
diplomatic efforts having been exhausted to 
resolve the matter peacefully, then the use 
of force is moral. 

A just war must be a last resort. As I have 
often said, we did not want war. But you 
all know the verse from Ecclesiastes—there 
is ‘‘a time for peace, a time for war.’’ From 
August 2d, 1990—last summer, August 
2d—to January 15, 1991—166 days—we 
tried to resolve this conflict. Secretary of 
State Jim Baker made an extraordinary ef-
fort to achieve peace: more than 200 meet-
ings with foreign dignitaries; 10 diplomatic 
missions; 6 congressional appearances; over 
103,000 miles traveled to talk with, among 
others, members of the United Nations, the 
Arab League, and the European Communi-
ty. And sadly, Saddam Hussein rejected out 
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