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of hand every overture made by the United 
States and by other countries as well. He 
made this just war an inevitable war. 

We all know that war never comes easy 
or cheap. War is never without the loss 
of innocent life. And that is war’s greatest 
tragedy. But when a war must be fought 
for the greater good, it is our gravest obliga-
tion to conduct a war in proportion to the 
threat. And that is why we must act reason-
ably, humanely, and make every effort pos-
sible to keep casualties to a minimum. And 
we’ve done so. I’m very proud of our mili-
tary in achieving this end. 

From the very first day of the war, the 
allies have waged war against Saddam’s mili-
tary. We are doing everything possible, be-
lieve me, to avoid hurting the innocent. 
Saddam’s response: wanton, barbaric bomb-
ing of civilian areas. America and her allies 
value life. We pray that Saddam Hussein 
will see reason. To date, his indiscriminate 
use of those Scud missiles—nothing more 
than weapons of terror, they can offer no 
military advantage—weapons of terror—it 
outraged the world what he has done. 

The price of war is always high. And so, 
it must never, ever, be undertaken without 
total commitment to a successful outcome. 
It is only justified when victory can be 
achieved. I have pledged that this will not 
be another Vietnam. And let me reassure 
you here today, it won’t be another Viet-
nam. 

We are fortunate, we are very fortunate, 
to have in this crisis the finest armed forces 
ever assembled, an all-volunteer force, 
joined by courageous allies. And we will 
prevail because we have the finest soldiers, 
sailors, airmen, marines, and coastguards-
men that any nation has ever had. 

But above all, we will prevail because of 
the support of the American people, armed 
with a trust in God and in the principles 
that make men free—people like each of 
you in this room. I salute Voice of Hope’s 
live radio programming for U.S. and allied 
troops in the Gulf, and your Operation 
Desert Prayer, and worship services for our 
troops held by, among others, the man who 
over a week ago led a wonderful prayer 
service at Fort Myer over here across the 
river in Virginia, the Reverend Billy 
Graham. 

America has always been a religious na-
tion, perhaps never more than now. Just 
look at the last several weeks—churches, 
synagogues, mosques reporting record at-
tendance at services; chapels packed during 
working hours as Americans stop in for a 
moment or two. Why? To pray for peace. 
And I know—of course, I know—that some 
disagree with the course that I’ve taken, 
and I have no bitterness in my heart about 
that at all, no anger. I am convinced that 
we are doing the right thing. And tolerance 
is a virtue, not a vice. 

But with the support and prayers of so 
many, there can be no question in the 
minds of our soldiers or in the minds of 
our enemy about what Americans think. We 
know that this is a just war. And we know 
that, God willing, this is a war we will win. 
But most of all, we know that ours would 
not be the land of the free if it were not 
also the home of the brave. No one wanted 
war less than I did. No one is more deter-
mined to seize from battle the real peace 
that can offer hope, that can create a new 
world order. 

When this war is over, the United States, 
its credibility and its reliability restored, will 
have a key leadership role in helping to 
bring peace to the rest of the Middle East. 
And I have been honored to serve as Presi-
dent of this great nation for 2 years now 
and believe more than ever that one cannot 
be America’s President without trust in 
God. I cannot imagine a world, a life, with-
out the presence of the One through whom 
all things are possible. 

During the darkest days of the Civil War, 
a man we revere not merely for what he 
did but what he was, was asked whether 
he thought the Lord was on his side. And 
said Abraham Lincoln: ‘‘My concern is not 
whether God is on our side, but whether 
we are on God’s side.’’ My fellow Ameri-
cans, I firmly believe in my heart of hearts 
that times will soon be on the side of peace 
because the world is overwhelmingly on the 
side of God. 

Thank you for this occasion. And may 
God bless our great country. And please 
remember all of our coalition’s armed forces 
in your prayers. Thank you, and God bless 
you. 
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