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very, very well received at home.
And I think that it is well-known at home

that I plan additional stimulatory measures
to be announced in the State of the Union
Message which comes at the end of this
month. And they will not be counter-
productive; they will not be on-the-cheap
politically, something that has a nice politi-
cal ring to it but then would be counter-
productive in terms of interest rates. But
I do think that the U.S. economy could use
a sound fiscal stimulation, and I will be pro-
posing that kind of a program in our State
of the Union Message.

But yes, this was very, very important.

Free and Fair Trade
Q. President Bush, doesn’t this whole flap

here in Australia about agriculture subsidies
in the United States, which you indicated
you were not in a position at this time to
abolish, undermine your credibility, sir,
when you get to Japan wearing the mantle
of a free-trader asking for concessions
there?

The President. No, because nobody’s
pure. We have differences with Australia on
this; I won’t unnecessarily bring them up
in front of my very genial host here. But
I had a chance to tell them of things that
I’d like to see Australia do where we might
feel there could be a little less protection.
He was very clear and very forceful in tell-
ing me his.

I don’t consider it a flap, incidentally,
when you discuss an issue where you have
differences. I think it’s very important that
the American people and the President un-
derstand how the agriculturalists in this
country look at this Export Enhancement
Program.

And so, I don’t think it’s contradictory at
all. We’ve never said we’re totally pure. We
are working for freer and fairer trade. And
certainly the Japanese should be working for
freer and fairer trade. And if one country
could hold up its hand and say, ‘‘We have
never had any protection of any kind or sub-
sidization of any kind,’’ that country then
should be—holier than thou—be able to
make the point.

We are going there into Japan and asking
for equity, fairness, fairplay. And so, I don’t
think a discussion, a healthy discussion of

an export program that is causing great con-
cern in this country is either a flap or dimin-
ishes my credibility as I go into a market
where we are getting real problems in terms
of access.

Q. We, of course, welcome you, perhaps
with the observation that it only took 25
years for the White House to find the map
of where we live since the last time a Presi-
dent visited. Sir, following on from that
question, isn’t there just——

The President. I’m not sure I get that
point. [Laughter]

Q. Twenty-five years since we last saw
an American President here.

The President. Oh, President. I’m sorry,
I misunderstood.

Q. Wondered if you lost the map, per-
haps?

The President. Oh, I see, yes. [Laughter]
Q. Sir, following on from the last ques-

tion, is there not just the faintest whiff of
hypocrisy here that you are demanding of
the Japanese that they lower their barriers
so that you can sell more motor vehicles
to them, yet you impose and extend the
barriers on our meat and sugar in particu-
lar?

The President. No, I don’t think so. We
were extraordinarily helpful in opening the
Japanese markets on meat. And indeed, the
agricultural leaders that I met with today
thanked me for that, similarly for citrus. So,
besides that, I love coming to Australia. So,
I take your point, but if somebody takes
that as to be a matter of neglect, why, that’s
too bad because this relationship is very,
very strong.

But I’m glad to be here now. I was glad
to be here as Vice President, glad to be
here earlier on as a private citizen, and un-
doubtedly will come back.

Japan-U.S. Trade
Q. Mr. President, President Miyazawa, in

honor of your trip, a few days in advance
of your trip anyway, is urging his auto-
makers to buy more U.S. auto parts and
encouraging consumers to buy more Amer-
ican cars. Do you consider that already a
success for your mission, or do you think
that the Japanese still need to do more?

The President. Well, I want to find out
exactly what all this means, how it’s going


