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Premier, thank you for that wonderfully
warm introduction; and to all of the people
of Victoria, this wonderful city, for the
warmth of your reception. I'd like to salute
the Deputy Premier, Jim Kennan, and his
wife, Janet; Governor McCaughey and his
wife, Jean; our Ambassador, Mel Sembler,
and his wife, Betty. I'd like to single out
and identify, for those of you who have not
met him, our very able Secretary of Com-
merce who’s traveling with me on this trip,
Secretary Bob Mosbacher, over here; and
thank our hosts for a wonderful day here,
two of whom I think are also with us at
this luncheon, Dick Warburton, who’s presi-
dent of the American Chamber of Com-
merce, and Brian Loton, the president of
the Business Council of Australia.

Australia’s national anthem speaks of a
land abounding in nature’s gifts, of beauty
rich and rare. Well, Barbara and I feel rich-
er for the rare privilege of being with you
today. And Joan, tell your friend that the
only button that I have my finger on these
days is the one where I try to set the clock
on my VCR. [Laughter] And I hope it al-
ways stays that way.

And I'm also glad to visit this country
where much of your beautiful land is known
as bush country. [Laughter] And now, if I
can just get that description to apply to 50
States back home, all will be well. [Laugh-
ter]

Ten years ago this May, I first visited Aus-
tralia to mark the 40th anniversary of the
Battle of Coral Sea. And since then, we
have toiled together to advance what I call
the hard work of freedom. I'm here to talk
of how Australia and America can use that
work to help build a better world. And we
will build it through liberty and opportunity
and through trade that is both free and fair.
And we will build it by using our common

culture and principles to promote prosperity
at home and democracy abroad, especially
the jobs and economic growth that is my
highest priority.

This morning, Barbara and I visited the
Australian War Memorial, where our alli-
ance reminded me of General Patton’s
words: “Wars may be fought with weapons,
but they are won by men.” The memorial
stirs the memory of heroes who stood with
our troops in combat, heroes who fought
together to defend our common ideals. And
our task now is to join together to create
a world where the force of law outlasts the
use of force.

The successful end of the cold war brings
the promise of a world of peace and dignity.
Its triumph is inevitable, but only if democ-
racies are resolute. Globally, Australia has
encouraged this concept by supporting a
more engaged United Nations. And region-
ally, you helped shape the framework for
the Cambodian peace settlement agreed to
by warring factions. And I assure you, here
too, we, America, are your partners. We will
not abandon the special responsibility we
have to help further stability in this region.

More than 150 years ago, President An-
drew Jackson appointed J.H. Williams as the
first American consul here. Arriving from
Boston, Williams was greeted by a news-
paper article. “We welcome his arrival,”
read the Australian paper, “as a pledge of
increasing intimacy between the two coun-
tries from which mutual advantages may be
expected to flow.” One hundred and fifty
years ago.

In the Persian Gulf conflict, those advan-
tages served the cause of peace. And you
were quick to condemn the Iraqi invasion,
to endorse economic sanctions, to send
ships to participate in the multinational coa-
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