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lition. And I thank you also for sending
medical teams and humanitarian relief to
Kurds and Iraqis fleeing Saddam’s oppres-
sion. On Iraq, it is my hope that the Iraqi
people now will rid themselves of that bru-
tal dictator, Saddam Hussein, so that our
countries can start over with Iraq. You see,
we have no argument with the people of
Iraq or even with the military in Iraq. Our
difference is with the bully, Saddam Hus-
sein.

Australia has stood fast for principles of
decency and peace. In 1984 you helped cre-
ate the Australia Group, which today in-
cludes 22 member nations, each dedicated
to preventing the use and spread of chemi-
cal and biological weapons. Australia be-
lieves that multilateral solutions can solve
global problems. And so do I. Through two
World Wars and other international con-
flicts, Americans have learned that they can-
not divorce their destinies from the des-
tinies of Europe and Asia.

History teaches that peace is indivisible;
political isolationism doesn’t work. As a new
century beckons, we will use that lesson in
support of peace and in hopes of preventing
future wars. The Australian statesman Al-
fred Deakin once said, “Next to our own
nation we place our kindred in America.”
He knew that we are all members of the
world community. And so, we need to
strengthen our already steadfast commit-
ment to Asia and to the Pacific region, in-
creasing democracy, free expression, and
yes, free markets.

In 1990, the two-way trade between this
region and the United States totaled $300
billion. And I say that we can, we must,
and we will expand our ties of trade. In
America, one-third of our growth between
1986 and 1990 flowed from merchandise ex-
ports. To increase that growth, which means
more jobs, Australia and America need the
cooperation that must be a cornerstone of
the post-cold-war world. That cooperation
will increase trade, open markets, and en-
sure jobs.

On the other hand, economic isolationism
is a bankrupt notion. Protectionism, it closes
markets, it ensures poverty, and it costs
jobs. America cannot and must not go down
that dead-end street, and we won’t as long
as I am President of the United States.
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You know that America is enduring tough
economic times, and I know that Australia
is facing hard times as well. American com-
panies exported $8.5 billion in merchandise
to Australia in 1990, $200 million more than
in 1989. And we both need the new jobs
that increased exports provide. Competition
has compelled American companies to
produce better goods and services than ever
before. And I have full confidence that on
a level playing field our workers can com-
pete with anybody, anywhere.

And speaking of success in a free and
fair trade environment, I have with me a
delegation of American business leaders, in-
cluding some that do business very success-
fully right here in Australia. Their success
is a tribute not only to their commitment
to quality but also to the basic openness
and fairness of Australia’s markets.

I had an outstanding chance to visit today
with businesses doing business right here
in Victoria, some American, some others,
but all doing business and pleading for more
open and fair access to markets. The busi-
ness delegation is with me to help our ef-
forts to open markets and spur economic
growth all around the Pacific Rim. We ask
no more and no less than you do: A playing
field where partners treat each other fairly.

And like us, you understand that free
trade must be fair trade. I applaud your
policies to foster greater openness and com-
petitiveness in the economy, especially eras-
ing most import quotas and cutting domes-
tic subsidies and tariffs. And I commend
your efforts to strengthen the international
economic system, spurring a regional effort
to promote freer trade by erasing trade bar-
riers.

Now, none of this has come easily, but
thanks to you, we have made steady
progress. And I am grateful that several
years ago Australia led the way to create
Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation, APEC,
the premier economic forum in the Pacific.
Since APEC’s first ministerial meeting in
Canberra 2 years ago, it has mobilized the
support of all 15 participants to push for
progress in the GATT Uruguay round.

And like the United States, other APEC
members want to find ways to achieve sus-
tainable growth, increase employment, and



