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the World Congress Centre. In his remarks,
he referred to Joan Kirner, Premier of
Victoria.

The President’s News Conference With Prime Minister Goh Chok

Tong in Singapore
January 4, 1992

The Prime Minister. Good morning, ladies
and gentlemen. The President and I have
had discussions on many wide-ranging top-
ics. I will not go into details. I would invite
the President to say a few words, and then
you can ask the questions from there.

Mr. President.

The President. Well, thank you, Mr.
Prime Minister. And let me just say that
it is an honor and a privilege to be the
first American President to visit Singapore.
I've been moved by your hospitality, the
openness of our conversations, and indeed,
by the welcome that Barbara and I have
received here.

Today I met with President Wee and had
two very positive sessions, make that three,
with Prime Minister Goh because we just
met with the business group that was here,
his ministers, our businessmen, and the
Prime Minister and myself. We focused on
three areas: Expanded growth and oppor-
tunity, security engagement, and the devel-
opment of democracy and freedom in the
region.

On trade, I'm pleased to announce that
we have agreed in principle to a bilateral
investment agreement. This will build on
the work we’ve begun under the trade and
investment framework agreement or the
TIFA that we concluded last October.

In the security area, the Prime Minister
and I discussed America’s continuing role
in the area. Our security arrangements in
this region will take a new form. The access
agreement that we have with Singapore is
an excellent example of the types of ar-
rangements we would hope to develop to
meet the challenges of the post-cold-war
world. We've agreed in principle to look at
headquartering an element of the 7th Fleet
in Singapore, CTF-73. It’s a logistics com-
mand for surface ships. And it’'s symbolic
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of our commitment to the region and the
fact that we intend to stay as long as we
are welcome.

Singapore increasingly illustrates the char-
acteristics of a truly successful nation in the
modern era and a well-educated electorate,
increasingly free to make its political choices
felt, with access to information to make in-
formed choices. I recognize that democracy
underlies prosperity, and I also recognize
that no nation has a monopoly on defining
how to put it into effect. But there are uni-
versal values of civil, political, human rights
that we all can share.

And I'm proud of the progress Singapore
and the U.S. have made together, proud
of the friendship its people and leaders have
shown over the past many years, and proud
to know that we have a very bright and
prosperous future together.

So, thank you. And now, Mr. Prime Min-
ister, I'm delighted to follow your lead and
take whatever questions come my way.

The Prime Minister. Will 1 be the chair-
man?

The President. Unless we want to appoint
someone else to do it.

The Prime Minister. T'll do it.

Japan-U.S. Relations

Q. Mr. President, there have been reports
that East Asia nations want you to moderate
your demands for trade liberalization by
Japan, fearing that if you don’t you may in-
flame anti-American sentiment and actually
endanger U.S. security ties in the region.
Have you heard such concerns, and are you
worried about a possible backlash that al-
ready seems to be building in Japan?

The President. 1 don’t think there’s a
backlash building. I've read certain reports
that address themselves to the question you
raise. It is not my intention to do anything



