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bly. And that is what any security arrange-
ments would be about. They would be very
sensitive to the desires, indeed, demands of
any host country. But the point I'm trying
to make is, as we move out of Subic because
the Filipinos want us to, the Philippine
Government wanted us to, that does not
mean that we’re withdrawing, pulling back,
and saying we have no responsibilities to
our friends in the area.

I'd rather not try to hypothecate as to
what kinds of conflicts might emerge in the
future. I gave you an ex post facto example
of one that was very much on the minds
of everybody from just a year ago. And that
happens to be over in the Persian Gulf. And
I might say I'm very grateful for Singapore’s
understanding of that; their willingness to,
as they did, send medical teams to the area.
But I just think it would not be productive
to try to foresee a specific flare-up that
would require the presence, the kind of
presence I'm talking about. I just think that
would be—I don’t want any prophecy of
that nature to be self-fulfilling. We're talk-
ing about a much more peaceful world
today and an American security presence
helping keep it more peaceful. So, I would
just not like to go into the second part of
your question.

Yes, Jessica [Jessica Lee, USA Today].

Job Creation

Q. Mr. President, you said that the focus
of this trip now is jobs, jobs, jobs. When
you were campaigning for President in 1988
you promised that you were going to try
to create 30 million jobs. I'd like to know
how many jobs you estimate you could cre-
ate between now, let’s say, and the fall to
help people who are hurting right now in
the United States, over the next 6 to 8
months?

The President. 1 dont know that there’s
any number that I could put on something
of that nature. The question is to numbers
of jobs. All T know is the world and certainly
the United States, much of the world has
gone through some sluggish, difficult eco-
nomic times. And therefore, what we want
to do is to do everything we can through
this international trip, through things we
can do at home to create jobs in this coun-
try. But I don’t think I can set a exact num-
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ber for you. Some of what we're going to
be doing is setting in motion, hopefully, ma-
chinery that will result in more American
jobs. Just the discussions we had on invest-
ment here today could do that.

So, I can’t help you on exact numbers,
but I can say, yes, I am determined to do
everything I can, internationally and domes-
tically, to try to create more jobs. Our un-
employment rates there are not satisfactory,
6.9 or whatever the last figure is. Some say,
“Well, that's 3 or 4 points lower than the
depth of the recession in ‘82.” That doesn’t
matter to me, because I will repeat what
I've said: “For the person out of work, the
unemployment is 100 percent.” So, we're
going to just keep on trying.

Budget Agreement

Q. Back to the budget agreement, sir.
Separate from the caps issue is the question
of categories and the fact that, as it stands
now, you cannot take savings from one cat-
egory and put it in another. Are you ready
to change that part of the agreement so that
you could take savings from the defense and
put it into domestic issues?

The President. Let me say, frankly, I'd
like to put it into the pockets of the Amer-
ican taxpayer if I possibly could because I
think that’s what is needed. Maybe it would
be nice to do something about the deficit,
and maybe it would be nice to do certain
things that can stimulate our economy, and
that could call for alterations in the tax sys-
tem. But I would just leave it right there
because I think it is important that we have
the overall restraining effect of the budget
agreement.

Now, what that means in terms of jug-
gling it around from one account to another,
we have to wait and see what the rec-
ommendations are out of defense and other
areas. Because as you know, if you do
change, touch defense, why, that could re-
quire some kind of adjustment. But it’s a
little premature to go beyond that which
I said in an interview that has triggered an
awful lot of this interest on December 23d,
and I don’t intend to go beyond that.

But I will simply reiterate my determina-
tion not to do anything that is going to re-
verse the economy and make it worse.



