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Maritime Museum. President Reagan an-
nounced this gift in 1988 in honor of Aus-
tralia’s bicentennial. And now as we dedi-
cate the new gallery, we mark another bi-
centennial, the Prime Minister referred to
it, and that is the 200th anniversary of the
arrival of the first foreign trading ship in
Sydney, an American vessel named for the
City of Brotherly Love in our country,
Philadelphia.

Never was a ship more aptly named.
Brotherhood has linked the Australian and
American people now for two centuries.
And if anybody at home, if anyone in the
States doubt it, I just wish they could have
been with me and with Barbara when we
came in from the airport or when we rode
across to the bridge over here or wherever
we have gone in this short period of time.
You can just feel it. And I hope that they
can feel that it is reciprocated because it
certainly is. Our common ancestors en-
dowed us with language and culture, the
rule of law, a spirit of enterprise, and a
passion for freedom that we still share
today.

Australians and Americans have been to-
gether for many a maritime adventure, in
peace and, yes, in war; in commerce and
in sporting competition. And visitors to this
gallery may see historical displays of the
three Americans who were among the crew
of Captain Cook’s Endeavor on its voyage
to Australia in 1770. Visitors will get a

unique glimpse into life aboard a 19th-cen-
tury trading ship. Other displays commemo-
rate the common courage Australian and
American naval forces showed half a cen-
tury ago in the fateful battles of World War
II.

Fraternal ties of culture and commerce
between our two nations literally have
never, ever been stronger. And I am proud
that the United States and Australia are
committed to open and robust world trade,
trade that creates jobs and lifts the stand-
ards of living in both our countries.

And in this spirit and in this anniversary
year, I am very honored to have been asked
to take part in opening the U.S.A. Gallery
of Australia’s National Maritime Museum.
Thank you. May God bless you all, and may
you have a wonderful New Year. Thank you
very, very much.

Note: The President spoke at 12:25 p.m. at
the dedication ceremony for the U.S.A. Gal-
lery of the Australian National Maritime
Museum. In his remarks, he referred to Aus-
tralian Prime Minister Paul J. Keating and
his wife, Anita; Nick Greiner, Premier of
New South Wales, and his wife, Kathryn;
Peter Doyle and Kevin Fewster, chairman
and director of the museum; and Liberal
Party leader John Hewson, head of the Fed-
eral Opposition Coalition.
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Mr. Premier, thank you, sir. I prepared
rather extensive remarks I’d hoped to give,
but the Premier said we’re making short
remarks here at lunch. So, I tore up this.
I will forego these, but simply to say that
Barbara and I first want to thank everyone
involved for this extraordinary hospitality.

There is no way that I can tell you what
it feels like to travel with so little hostility
on the street. And I’m starting right at
home, you know. [Laughter] I’m a man that
knows every hand gesture you’ve ever
seen—[laughter]—and I haven’t learned a

new one since I’ve been here, so something
is terribly wrong. [Laughter] Because we
just feel a genuine warmth from the people
along the way, right from the airport into
town. And then this morning I went run-
ning, and early birds, those that were sober
enough to get up, were out there waving
away. And so, it has been a really heart-
warming experience for us to be back.

I will note that this relationship is of fun-
damental importance to the United States.
I also know that there’s some apprehension
in this part of the world—here, then north


