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other foot.’’ But that’s politics. That’s what’s
to be expected.

What is important is that we handle this
relationship with a broad global sense; that
we make progress on the economic front,
the bilateral trade front; and that we make
clear to the Japanese leaders that we are
interested in their views on security and on
a wide array of other topics.

So, I can’t define for you exactly what
makes a success or what doesn’t. I am en-
couraged by the forthcoming statements, as
I say, on the monetary policy as well as
some that have been forthcoming in terms
of the trade formula. But I just can’t give
it to you, Ellen [Ellen Warren, Knight-
Ridder].

North Korea
Q. The question was to President Roh,

that North Korea has indicated that they
will sign the nuclear safeguards treaty and
submit to inspections. But the question was,
will the United States and North Korean
relations be upgraded later in the year once
North Korea carries out these promises?
And to President Bush, what would be the
conditions on the part of the United States
to upgrade U.S. relations with North Korea?

And again, back to President Bush, the
United States is reportedly putting pressure
on the Republic of Korea to open the mar-
kets, Korean markets, to U.S. products. But
one thing we can point out is, we are re-
cording already a $.7 billion trade deficit
vis-a-vis United States. And at what point
would these pressures be let off?

President Roh. The question was about
North Korea’s signing of the safeguards
treaty and the inspections and whether
U.S.-North Korean relations will improve
upon these events. I have consistently main-
tained the position since my July 7th dec-
laration of inter-Korean exchanges that
North Korea should stop being the threat
to international society, not only in this area
but across the world. And they should come
out to the open world and cooperate with
the nations around the world.

And since North Korea has indicated that
they will renounce the development of nu-
clear weapons, if North Korea’s nuclear de-
velopment ceases to be a threat to us and
to the area and if South and North Korean

relations improve, we would not only not
oppose U.S.-North Korean contacts up-
graded, we would rather encourage the up-
grading of contacts between North Korea
and the United States.

And President Bush fully agreed with my
recommendations and views, and he also in-
dicated that as far as North Korea is con-
cerned, the U.S. position is that United
States will pursue in full consultation with
the Republic of Korea, and Korea will never
be passed up in the U.S. efforts to maintain
contacts with North Korea. And we have
confirmed our positions.

President Bush. May I say with admira-
tion that this reporter has perfected the art
of the follow-on question, getting one to you
and two to me. It’s a magnificent perform-
ance.

Let me try to remember mine. One of
them was what conditions to upgrade. And
I would just follow on to what President
Roh Tae Woo said: Nuclear question;
peaceful intentions; I would add some re-
spect, in their case because of the miserable
record, for individual rights, human rights,
before there would be an upgrading with
the United States. But let me just reassure
the people here. We are not going to get
out in front of the Korean Government
here, and we are not going to permit North
Korea to make an end run to start in talking
to us about upgrading before these fun-
damental problems that President Roh has
talked about have been solved.

Free and Fair Trade
Mr. President, I have to finish the other;

he had another one. Very well done. And
the question, as I recall it, was when do
you let up on the pressure about getting
into the other guy’s market because we have
a central trade balance.

And the answer to that is, it’s not a ques-
tion of balance or imbalance. It’s a question
of fair trade. And we will continue to work
with Korea where we think that trade is
less than fair. Their businessmen pointed
out to me some things this morning that
they think we can do better in this.

But it’s not a question of a trade figure.
It’s a question of access to markets. It’s a
question of fair treatment. And this thing


