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mendous work lies ahead for us all.
May God bless your wonderful country.

May God bless the relationship between our
countries. And thank you for this oppor-
tunity to speak to such a distinguished

group of business leaders. Thank you very,
very much.

Note: The President spoke at 1:24 p.m. at
the Hotel Shilla.

Remarks to the Korean National Assembly in Seoul
January 6, 1992

Mr. Speaker, Mr. Secretary General, As-
semblyman Park, and distinguished mem-
bers of this National Assembly: Believe me,
it is a great honor to return once more to
this house, the symbolic center of Korean
democracy. As the Speaker said, I first came
to this chamber in February of 1989, just
one month after taking office, and Barbara
and I still recall the warm welcome we re-
ceived then from the people of Korea. And
here we are, celebrating our 47th wedding
anniversary with all you young people. And
you make us feel very much at home, and
I’m grateful to each and every one of you.
Thank you very much.

February of ’89, that was nearly 3 years
ago. In the short time since then, we have
seen our world transformed. The epic cold
war struggle between the forces of freedom
and the Communist world came to an ab-
rupt end; with God’s mercy, a peaceful end.
Gone is the Berlin Wall, the Warsaw Pact,
not simply the Soviet empire but even the
Soviet Union itself. Everywhere we see the
new birth of democratic nations, a new
world of freedom bright with the promise
of peace and prosperity.

During my visits these last few days to
Australia, to Singapore, and now to your
wonderful country, Korea, I have stressed
that this new world of freedom presents us
with fresh and demanding challenges: Meet-
ing new requirements for global security
and stability, promoting democracy, and en-
hancing world economic growth and pros-
perity.

Korea, too, is a part, an important part,
of this changing world. Indeed, you are at
the center of these challenges. At home
your country is developing its own demo-
cratic and free market traditions, and in the

world Korea is helping to shape a changing
security and geopolitical landscape. Your in-
fluence in world affairs is enhanced by the
fact that at long last Korea is assuming its
place as a full member of the United Na-
tions. Mr. Speaker, as President of a nation
that fought under the U.N. flag to keep
Korea free and to establish the conditions
for growth and prosperity, we share your
pride in what you have justifiably achieved.

Yes, change transforming our world, a
revolution is on our hands. And yet, the
cold war continues to cast its shadow over
Korea. Just 25 miles north of this capital
city, the Korean Peninsula is still cleaved
by that DMZ, the ribbon of land that sepa-
rates one people yearning to live in peace.
Who can calculate the human cost: 10 mil-
lion Koreans separated now from family
members for 4 decades.

For 40 years, the people of Korea have
prayed for an end to this unnatural division.
For 40 years, you have kept alive the dream
of one Korea. The winds of change are with
us now. My friends, the day will inevitably
come when this last wound of the cold war
struggle will heal. Korea will be whole
again. I am absolutely convinced of it.

For our part, I’ll repeat what I said here
3 years ago: The American people share
your goal of peaceful reunification on terms
acceptable to the Korean people. This is
clear. This is simple. This is our policy.

Recently, North and South made progress
in easing tensions, in exploring opportunity
for peace and understanding through direct
talks at the prime ministerial level. This
search has produced positive results: First,
December’s historic nonaggression agree-
ment, and then, on the eve of this new


