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for trade that is free, fair, and open.
We must heed the lessons of history. For

the first half of this century, great nations
sought refuge in isolationism and in its eco-
nomic accomplice, protectionism, and the
world succumbed to the ravages of war, and
think back, to depression. Since the Second
World War, free nations large and small
pursued a common course, forging alliances
and fostering trade, and the world as a con-
sequence has enjoyed an era of unprece-
dented peace and prosperity.

The history of this century is not lost on
Korea. As a founding member of APEC,
the forum for Asia-Pacific Economic Co-
operation, you have worked with your eco-
nomic partners in the region to bring down
barriers to trade. But the key test, the key
test now is before us in this Uruguay round.
As an emerging economic power, Korea has
shared greatly in the bounty of an open and
growing world trading system. That reward
carries with it profound responsibilities.
Korea must now shoulder with other trading
nations the burden of leadership on behalf
of the multilateral trade regime.

As I mentioned before the business lead-
ers of our two nations earlier today, I am
urging at each stop of my trip that we use
the Dunkel draft text as the basis for suc-
cessfully concluding the GATT round of
trade talks. Korea has the opportunity to
help fight the forces of protectionism, to
help tip the balance in favor of free and

fair trade policies that remain the world’s
one path to prosperity.

Our two nations share a history written
in the blood of our people. The bonds
forged in the cold war, at the brink of Ko-
rea’s mortal danger, have grown stronger
through the years. Forty years ago, the free
world made your struggle their own strug-
gle. Our forces fought here for a future free
from tyranny. And you did far more than
survive. In the shadow of the cold war, you
showed what we can achieve so long as we
are free.

For four long decades, Korea has stood
at the frontier of freedom, vigilant, deter-
mined, never wavering in its commitment
to the great cause of independence and lib-
erty. So today, as we enter a new world,
the world we fought for 40 years ago, Korea
stands with us: a steadfast friend, ally, and
partner; proud, prosperous, and free.

I salute you. I congratulate you. And may
I thank you for this warm welcome. And
may God bless the wonderful people of
Korea. Thank you all very, very much.

Note: The President spoke at 2:40 p.m. at
the National Assembly Hall. In his remarks,
he referred to Park Jyun Kyu, Speaker of
the National Assembly; Park Sang Moon,
Secretary General of the National Assembly;
and Park Chung Soo, chairman of the For-
eign Affairs and National Unification Com-
mittee.
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I understand you’ve come to Yongsan
from far and wide. It’s a great privilege to
meet with all of you today. Let me salute
the proud men and women of the 2d Infan-
try Division. You are truly ‘‘second to none.’’

You serve at a time when Korea is reach-
ing new world status, when we can build
on the progress and the promise of a new
year. More than a military alliance, our
countries are moving toward a political, eco-
nomic, and security partnership.

We stand here just a few miles from the

DMZ, a relic of the cold war, tragically sep-
arating one people. History’s verdict is in:
On freedom’s side stands one of the fastest
developing countries in history. On the
other side, a failed regime that produces
only misery and want.

For more than 40 years, the United States
commitment to the Republic of Korea’s se-
curity has been firm and unwavering. Noth-
ing will change that. Korea is where Amer-
ica made a clear commitment to liberty.


