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Jan. 6 / Administration of George Bush, 1992

Korea is where we first stopped the spread
of communism in Asia and fought to defend
the international ideal of freedom.

In recognition of this republic’s great
achievements, we will gradually shift to a
supporting role as the Korean military takes
the lead in defense of their nation. But
North Korea must know that we will resist
any aggression and will keep our forces
strong enough to do so for as long as the
Korean people want our support.

Here at Camp Casey, you’re a long way
from home, and that’s especially tough dur-
ing the holiday season. With much of the
world’s attention on events in Eastern Eu-
rope, Moscow, and the Middle East, you
may sometimes feel forgotten, just like Ko-
rean war veterans sometimes feel forgotten.
So, I want you to hear this from the top.
You have not been forgotten. The veterans
of Korea won a mighty victory in the fight
against communism. You honor them with
your presence here on the frontier of free-

dom. America never forgets those who
serve. For the sake of the families of the
8,000 MIA’s of the Korean war we will con-
tinue to seek the fullest possible accounting
from North Korea.

You’ve got a tough assignment here. Our
able Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff,
General Colin Powell, served here himself
and was back for a visit in November. He
agrees with me: Your professionalism, your
courage, and your vigilance are the keys to
our success here.

I will not forget this day. I am inspired
and invigorated just looking at you. The
time is coming when the Korean people will
be united and free. Each one of you should
be proud of your contribution to that inevi-
table triumph.

Note: The text of this address was issued
by the Office of the Press Secretary on Janu-
ary 6.
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Mr. President, Mrs. Roh, distinguished
guests, tonight we have much to celebrate,
first and foremost our solid alliance. Many
think that our partnership was born that
moment 40 years ago when we joined forces
against aggression. But it dates back over
a century. When your nation looked out-
ward for diplomatic and commercial oppor-
tunity, it looked then first to the United
States. Today, our alliance has grown into
a political, economic, and security partner-
ship. I assure you, our commitment will
continue well into the 21st century.

As you said, Mr. President, during your
visit to the White House, ‘‘Democracy in
Korea is on course and is moving inexorably
forward.’’ Through hard work and commit-
ment, the Republic of Korea has moved
from a war-ravaged past to a prosperous
present and an enviable future.

This republic’s progress in resolving dif-
ferences with your brothers in the North

is a great step in the journey toward the
day when all of Korea is free. I admire your
steadfastness and commitment to a peaceful
resolution. The many successes of your
Nordpolitik policy, your enhanced relations
with Russia and China, your active dialog
with North Korea, move us closer to that
day. If North Korea can truly abandon not
only its nuclear weapons program but its
belligerence as well, that ribbon of land at
the 38th parallel will no longer divide this
nation.

Mr. President, we know each other well;
I know you are a modest man. Your leader-
ship of the Republic of Korea during this
period of incredible change has earned you
an honorable place in the wonderful history
of this nation. You’ve knocked down trade
barriers, opened markets, and your nation’s
economy has prospered. With each election
your country holds, at least three this year,
free ideas and opinions flourish. Under your


