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1,000 Americans now teach in Japanese
schools. And I hope that we will continue
to do everything that we can to promote
greater and greater participation in these
important exchanges in the years to come.

They open up, in my view, new intellec-
tual and cultural horizons, and these experi-
ences really, I think, turn an awful lot of
participants into the great leaders of our
country, and both countries I might say.
Look at today’s Prime Minister of Japan,
Prime Minister Miyazawa. When he was a
university student, some may not know this,
he took part in the sixth Japan-America stu-
dent conference at the University of South-
ern California.

I also want to single out once again Prime
Minister Kaifu. Toshiki’s first travel to the
United States was through the U.S. Infor-
mation Agency’s International Visitors Pro-
gram. And then as Minister of Education
and later as Prime Minister, he made great
efforts to promote educational and executive
exchanges that really do foster understand-
ing between our two countries. Another
leader who recognized the value of ex-
changes was my friend the late Minister
Abe, Foreign Minister of Japan, who passed
away. But the Global Partnership Fund,
which he was so instrumental in organizing,
carries on his good work today in supporting
these student exchanges.

So in all, they are an aspect of the major
purpose of this visit to Japan, namely to
open and expand opportunities for inter-
change between our countries. And I want
the people of our countries to have a far
better understanding of one another. We
need more Americans who can speak Japa-
nese and who understand the workings of
the Japanese marketplace.

I want to increase access for American
goods and services in these Japanese mar-
kets. Open markets, like student exchanges,
yield a bounty for all who participate. They
help each other better understand. Open
markets lift the technical progress to new
heights. And they raise everybody’s stand-
ards and benefit consumers, as a matter of
fact, through the expanse of the global mar-
ketplace.

I’ve been saying this as I’ve traveled on
this trip through Asia, but I am strongly
convinced—I’m sure there are some eco-

nomic majors out here—I am strongly con-
vinced that free and open commerce is not
a zero-sum game. Free trade on a level
playing field creates jobs and lifts standards
in both of our countries. So, the challenge
of global competition can be driving our ef-
forts for educational reform.

I don’t know whether it’s caught up with
you all here, but we have a nationwide pro-
gram called America 2000, has people from
both sides of the aisle, Democrats and Re-
publicans, from Governors in all States,
helped me set the six major educational
goals. American educational leaders and ex-
perts look to Japan for some examples as
to how we can improve our schools.

David Kearns, I don’t know if that name
rings a bell. He’s our number two at the
Department of Education. But he visited
Japan many, many times to examine Japa-
nese quality products, first when he was the
chairman and chief executive officer of one
of our great companies, Xerox. He came
back with a lot of ideas that he’s now trying
to help us implement there at the Depart-
ment. American education experts attach
importance to the fact that Japanese par-
ents, more than in our country, are active
in the children’s schools and demand better
performance. So, we’re trying to find ways
to increase parental interest.

And if I might say a pleasant word of
my bride of 47 years as of yesterday, newly-
weds we are, I think what Barbara is trying
to do in terms of getting kids and getting
families to read to their kids and kids to
read to one another and adult education all
adds into this program which we call Amer-
ica 2000.

Next spring, actually, we’re going to hold
a meeting of the education ministers of the
APEC, the Asia Pacific Economic Coopera-
tion group. And it’s going to bring together
the total experiences of 15 member societies
to raise our common educational standards
and to draw the most from our precious
resource, the imagination and the energy of
our people.

So, student exchanges reach beyond the
technical and the expert level. They enrich
the individual spirit, and they nourish the
cultures of communities and nations. So, we
need them. And while we need them to


