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promote efficiency in markets and institu-
tions, we simply must not neglect exchanges
in the humanities, in history, fine arts, phi-
losophy, the study of religion, languages,
and literature.

Octavio Paz, the 1990 Nobel laureate for
literature, put it well when he wrote, ‘‘If
human beings forget poetry, they will forget
themselves.’’ So, those of you all involved
in the liberal arts, you have nothing to do
but be proud of the work you’re engaged
in. And if you don’t believe it, just ask old
Octavio Paz, winner of the Nobel Prize.
[Laughter]

But look, I do honor you, salute you for
your spirit of scholarship and adventure.
And if you get a little lonely from time to
time, keep it in the big perspective. As I
see it, with the crying need for better edu-
cation, the crying need for peoples to un-
derstand each other better, you are doing
something important just being here, just
working, just understanding the culture of
this great country. In my view, you’re really
doing something important.

I will simply conclude by this broad com-
ment on my job opportunities, my own, that
is. I can’t think of a more exciting time in
the history of this country, in the recent
history of this country, to be President of
the United States. Now, you go back to
where things were just a couple of years
ago as you look at Eastern Europe; you look
at parties in the Middle East that weren’t

even willing to talk to each other; you look
at the Soviet Union that we lived in fear
of when you all were two or three years
younger. You wondered whether we were
going to evolve into some kind of a nuclear
holocaust, little kids going to bed scared in
our country and in other countries all
around the world. And that’s changing, and
it’s changing for the better.

And so, it is a very exciting time to rep-
resent the only, I guess in terms of both
military and economic, the only remaining,
what they call superpower. But what we
want to do is use our ingenuity and use
our energies, well-represented by this group
here today, to help people around the
world; to assure the peace; to raise the
standards of living of our own people by,
as I said earlier on, opening markets and
having our economy much more vibrant.

So, it’s a wonderful time to be fighting
these battles and accepting these challenges
that will always be with whoever is Presi-
dent of the United States. This, as I say,
is a cameo appearance; it’s a quick drop-
by. But looking around here, I can get a
little sense of enthusiasm that occupies this
crowd. And I really wanted to wish you a
very, very happy new year. And may God
bless you in your important work.

Thank you all very, very much.

Note: The President spoke at 2:29 p.m. in
the Cosmos Ballroom at the Miyako Hotel.
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Thank you all very, very much, all of you.
And may I first thank Governor Kakimoto
and Mayor Miura for their gracious hospi-
tality and say to all of you that it really
is, for Barbara and me, a deep honor to
visit this ancient and venerable city of
Kashihara right here in Japan. And may I
thank Minister Watanabe for being here.
His ministry did so much to change the
great retail store law, and I am personally
very grateful to him for taking the time to
be with us today.

And Mr. Charles Lazarus, thank you, sir,

for your introduction. It’s a pleasure being
at your side and sharing your joy in the
successful opening of Toys-R-Us. When our
grandchildren heard about this trip to the
Far East, they figured the highlight would
be today, stopping at Toys-R-Us. And I’ll
just have to tell them I couldn’t buy them
anything because Barbara has cut my
kozukai, my allowance, that is. [Laughter]

What we see here today is success for
Japanese consumers as well as for ourselves
in the effort to eliminate a major barrier in


