brought forth in these Chambers, I've al-
ways been impressed by the united message
that your leaders have sent to my country.
Even when out of office or in the opposi-
tion, they have always placed Australia’s in-
terests ahead of personal interests. That says
something very positive, very important
about your great country.

That’s certainly one reason that any visitor
from the United States cannot help but feel
a warm kinship with Australia. Both of our
young nations were seen by explorers and
pioneers and immigrants as destinations of
freedom and opportunity. Our cultures re-
flect an extraordinary diversity, from British
and Irish, to Italian and Polish, to Vietnam-
ese and Cambodian.

This Parliament building displays an origi-
nal copy of the Magna Carta, I'm told, one
of only four such manuscripts to have sur-
vived to this day. The U.S. National Ar-
chives is home to another of those original
manuscripts. I can think of no more power-
ful symbol of our shared commitments to
the rights of the individual, to the rule of
law, and to the government of consent, by
consent of the people.

With our common ancestries and shared
ideals, Americans and Australians also find
other similarities. Each of our countries
spans a continent rich in agricultural and
mineral resources. Spectacular natural beau-
ty abounds in fantastic variety in both our
nations as well. To be frank, our people
think big. And their biggest ideas are the
ones we share: The belief in the indivisibil-
ity of human freedom and the willingness
to struggle and sacrifice for the peace and
security of other nations.

This year marks the 50th anniversary of
the fateful Battle of the Coral Sea. We re-
member the courage and fighting skill of
the Australian and American naval forces.
Their valor spared Australia from invasion
and stemmed the tide of totalitarianism.

In Korea and Vietnam, Australians and
Americans again joined forces. Their sac-
rifices were not in vain. Korea is a democ-
racy, setting a standard for free market de-
velopment worldwide. Long-suffering Cam-
bodia now has the hope of a durable peace
and free elections. Even Vietnam is opening
to the world, seeking reintegration with the
dynamic market economies of the region.
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In the Persian Gulf, we stood together
against Saddam Hussein’s aggression. In-
deed, the first two coalition partners in a
joint boarding exercise to enforce the
United Nations resolutions were Australians
from the HM.A.S. Darwin and Americans
from the U.S.S. Brewerton. During the war,
the joint defense facilities here in Australia
played an invaluable role in detecting
launches of Iraqi Scud missiles. And today,
two of the three navies represented in oper-
ations enforcing the embargo against Iraq
are those of Australia and of the United
States of America.

But even as we recall our struggles and
successes, we must now look forward to the
opportunity to shape our shared destiny.

First, we face together the challenge of
economic opportunity and growth, creating
jobs for our people and for their families.
Second, we face new but no less exacting
challenges to our security, the threats of re-
gional conflicts and proliferation of the
weapons of mass destruction. Third, we face
the exciting task of fostering the remarkable
momentum for democracy and freedom that
swept the world these past few years. A
strong America has been central to the tri-
umph of free markets and free people. I
am confident that the United States will
continue to have the conviction and the ca-
pacity to be a force for good and that a
new era of economic opportunity will unfold
with enhanced opportunities for peace.

The coming era promises unparalleled po-
tential for economic growth in the nations
of the Pacific. In 1990, the Asia-Pacific re-
gion accounted for a total of $300 billion
in two-way commerce with the United
States, a total nearly one-third larger than
America’s volume of trade across the Atlan-
tic. This region is the fastest growing market
in the world. And still, there are voices on
both sides of the Pacific calling for eco-
nomic isolationism. And while for some na-
tions, including Australia and the United
States, these are tough, hard economic
times, we both know protectionism is a fun-
damentally bankrupt notion. Make no mis-
take, America will continue to stand for
open trade and open markets.

And trade means jobs; it means good jobs,



