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baseball teams. I hope you will be throwing
balls of imaginative and creative ideas back
and forth with the Trade Minister here
today, as well as with Japanese business rep-
resentatives tomorrow morning, so as to fur-
ther utilize market-access opportunities here
in Japan.

You are welcome. Thank you very much.
The President. May I correct an omission?

Yesterday, far beyond the call of duty, Mr.
Watanabe, the Minister, met with our peo-
ple and came down and couldn’t have been
more hospitable to Mrs. Bush and me. And
I’m very sorry I did not mention that in
the beginning of my remarks.

We note these things. We Americans note
these courtesies. And that one, I think, was
wonderful. And your asking the former
Prime Minister to come down there to greet
us also was noted with great appreciation
and got this visit off, I think, Mr. Watanabe,
to a good start yesterday.

But now we’ve got to follow through.
We’ve got to be specific. We’ve got to get
to as much as we can, set tables, times—
‘‘Let’s do it by then.’’ And I think we can
do it. I really believe that we can move
this process forward. And it is in our inter-
ests; it is in your interests. And I like to
think that because of the progress Japan has
made and the enormous potential that we
both have, that world leadership is at stake.

We’ve got something here with the world
that’s changing. These people have heard
me give this speech, but I’ll be very short.
But Kiichi, when you look at where we were
a year ago or 2 years ago in terms of world
peace, your little kids in this country or kids
in our country growing up worried about
nuclear holocaust, and now we see a tre-
mendous opportunity——

The Prime Minister. This is really a new
wind in the world.

The President. It is. So, we’ve got to lead
it. And we’ve got to work; we’ve got to iron
out these differences between us so that we
can go forward without tensions mounting
and dividing up the world into trading blocs.
And I am really excited about the potential.
But here’s a man that’s demonstrated his

interest.
The Prime Minister. You have done a

great deal to bring this new world of peace,
really, after the Gulf thing.

The President. I might use this oppor-
tunity to say here in front of our leaders
in Japan that there had been some rumors
around that in the United States, that I have
addressed myself to in the United States,
of a disappointment on the part of me as
President about Japan’s part in Desert
Storm. With the press here, let me just re-
peat what I’ve said at home: Japan stepped
up and did what Japan was asked to do.

And I have been very grateful for that.
And to the degree that anyone here might
be asked about whether we were dis-
appointed in Japan’s role, the answer, as
I’ve said back then, is no. Japan did what
was asked of Japan. And Japan was there
in several important ways, and they were
not asked to send troops into Desert Storm.
We understand, and we didn’t ask for that.
And so let me just take this opportunity
to tell you that’s not an irritant between
us.

The Prime Minister. I, Mr. President,
greatly appreciate your saying so. I think
we did our utmost, and I do appreciate your
saying that. There perhaps had some mis-
understanding on your part, on our part,
both sides of the Pacific. But I do appre-
ciate your saying that.

The President. Yes. Well, there’s none on
mine, but there may have been on our side
of the Pacific. There’s a lot of misunder-
standing over there. But I want you to know
that because we thought you responded
very positively. You shouldn’t have a burden
of people saying you didn’t.

The Prime Minister. Should we get down
to our discussions again?

The President. Okay. Thank you all.

Note: The President spoke at 12:26 p.m. to
Japanese and American business leaders
meeting in Akasaka Palace. In his remarks,
he referred to Michio Watanabe, Japanese
Minister of Foreign Affairs.


