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Thank you, Prime Minister Kaifu. Of
course, I want to start my remarks by ex-
tending to all of you the President’s apolo-
gies for not being present at lunch today.
This meeting was to be a high point of his
trip. I'm sure you all know as well of his
great respect and warm feelings for former
Prime Minister Kaifu. And it is with real
regret that he was not able to be here at
lunchtime today.

As Prime Minister Kaifu said, the Presi-
dent is fine. I talked to his doctor just an
hour ago. The doctor is a former classmate
of mine at college. I know him very well,
so I can assure you the information is cor-
rect. The doctor has told the President in
very strict terms to rest this morning. He
will be resuming his schedule later today
and, I'm sure, will express to all of you his
deep regret at not being able to join you
at this wonderful gathering.

Mr. Prime Minister, members of the
Diet, distinguished guests, it is a deep honor
to be here today. President Bush has asked
me to make his remarks to you this after-
noon. Although there have been minor
grammatical changes in pronouns, this is the
President’s speech. These are his words.

We come to Japan at the culmination of
a long and productive journey. Today we
stand at a turning point in history. The cold
war is over. The Soviet Union has vanished
and with it the delusions of communism.
Centuries-old enemies in the Middle East
are tempering ancient hatreds in pursuit of
peace. Freedom’s phoenix is rising from the
ashes of tyranny in nations from Latin
America to Eastern Europe and from Cam-
bodia to Mongolia.

Freedom’s rebirth was painful, its tri-
umphs inscribed in blood, its truce seared
by the fires of war and sacrifice. This cen-
tury has taught us two crucial lessons: First,
that isolationism and protectionism lead to
war and deprivation; and second, that politi-
cal engagement and open trade lead to
peace and prosperity.

These last few years we again learned of

the power of ideas. Technologies that trans-
mit ideas in the blink of an eye carry the
human spirit over barricades and through
barbed wire. They hurdle walls designed to
hold back the truth. We live in a world
transformed, shrunken by swift travel and
instant communication, drawn closer by
common interests and ambitions, propelled
forward by people’s imaginations and
dreams.

As leaders of this transforming world, the
United States and Japan must help build
a new international order based on the rule
of law, respect for human rights, and politi-
cal and economic liberty. We must shape
a world enriched by open trade and robust
competition, a world that will create a bet-
ter life for people of all nations.

The United States lies between two great
oceans, the Atlantic and the Pacific. We are
a nation of the Atlantic by birth, but our
ties to the Asia-Pacific region deepen daily.
Our two-way trade is now $310 billion an-
nually, one-third larger than that with Eu-
rope. Our prosperity and yours are indivis-
ible. American businesses cannot flourish in
Asia unless the economies of Asia thrive and
grow.

At the same time, Japan’s growth needs
American markets open and growing. Since
1975, the number of Americans of Asian
origin has nearly quadrupled. What happens
here is very important to us. And at the
core of our continuing Asian engagement
stands our alliance with Japan.

At each stop during his visit to the region,
the President has stressed the challenges we
must face, addressing the new security re-
quirements of our transforming world, pro-
moting democracy, and generating world
economic growth and prosperity. Let me ex-
pand upon that by focusing on the special
relationship that the United States enjoys
with Japan. Rarely in history have two na-
tions with such different and differing his-
toric cultural roots developed such an ex-
traordinary relationship. Our people are
bound by shared security, by democracy,
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