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and by our deep economic ties.

There are those who doubt the future of
this relationship. There are reasons for ten-
sion. Here in Japan you have a saying,
“Some rain must fall to prepare the ground
for building.” We can all see that without
progress we may be in for some rough
weather. And I must be frank in saying that
there are problems in our economic rela-
tionship. Speaking not only for the United
States but for many developed countries, Ja-
pan’s trade surplus is too high, and its mar-
ket access too restricted.

President Bush has come to Japan as a
friend, seeking solutions to these concerns,
believing that the expansion of free and fair
trade will do nothing but strengthen our re-
lationship. We in the United States are con-
fident about our capacity for partnership.
Our areas of common interest are too im-
portant. Consider the four key areas of our
joint relationship.

First, the U.S.-Japan security alliance. We
enjoy a strong security bond with Japan. Ja-
pan’s generous host-nation support for U.S.
forces stationed here is an important dem-
onstration of shared responsibilities. Let us
make the most efficient use of our defense
resources by building greater coordination
of our military forces and by promoting the
two-way flow of defense technology. Such
cooperation enhances our security and
builds even stronger political ties between
us.
The Gulf crisis sparked spirited debate
here about Japan’s global role. That makes
it all the more profound that no nation out-
side the Gulf region provided more gener-
ous financial support than did Japan. The
American people and peace-loving people
everywhere appreciate deeply your con-
tribution, Japan’s contribution, to the
United Nations coalition in the Gulf.

Even before the Gulf war, but especially
in its aftermath, Japan has continued to de-
fine its growing role in world affairs. An
increasingly active, engaged, and respon-
sible Japan is critical to a forward-looking
post-cold-war community. That community
will not exist unless its leading powers lead.

This brings us to the second area of our
relationship, our foreign policy cooperation.
We must fulfill the bright promise of our
global partnership. Together, we produce 40

54

percent of the world’s gross national prod-
uct. We contribute together 40 percent of
all bilateral aid. We have the ability to mar-
shal unrivaled resources to build a better
future if our foreign policies are well coordi-
nated.

America has a responsibility here, but it
is a responsibility we share with Japan. The
upcoming conference on assistance to the
nations of the former U.S.S.R., now the
Commonwealth of Independent States, is a
timely example of such foreign policy co-
ordination.

The collapse of the Soviet Union has also
spurred questions within Japan about the
durability of U.S.-Japan alliance. For dec-
ades, this alliance has stood as the bulwark
of American-Japanese international coopera-
tion. It is today every bit the linchpin of
regional stability and bilateral cooperation
that wise men foresaw years ago.

The demise of the Soviet Union may con-
front us both with ominous dangers, but it
also presents us an historic opportunity. The
leadership Japan and other Asian nations
can provide to help transform a once-totali-
tarian empire into market-oriented and
democratic states helps guarantee the future
peace and stability of our world.

Let me add that with the changes in the
former Soviet Union, the United States sees
no reason why Japan should not regain the
Northern Territories. We share this goal,
and in whatever way we can, we will help
you attain it.

We cannot imagine meeting the foreign
policy challenges of our time without Japan
as a partner. That is why today Prime Min-
ister Miyazawa and President Bush will
issue a document called the Tokyo Declara-
tion, setting out the basic principles and
major challenges of our global partnership.
By putting into words the fundamentals of
the two great partners, we hope to guide
the way through the turbulent waters ahead.
We must be clear about our responsibilities
and our requirements, for our renewed alli-
ance will do much to define the shape of
the post-cold-war world.

Third, we must deepen our understanding
of each other. For all of our interaction po-
litically and economically, our peoples know
too little of the other’s history, tradi-



