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The President. The Prime Minister has
suggested I go first. So let me just say that
we’ve had a highly productive and extremely
enjoyable visit to Japan. Last night’s cov-
erage might not have looked like I was en-
joying myself, but all in all it’s been great.
And for those who have been so nice to
inquire, I really do feel almost back to the
way I felt before I got hit by this flu.

But in any event, I want to first express
my deepest appreciation to the Emperor
and the Empress and to Prime Minister and
Mrs. Miyazawa. I just can’t imagine any-
thing more hospitable than their kindnesses
to us. We appreciate the warm and gracious
welcome that they’ve extended to us, and
I also want to thank the many other Japa-
nese leaders and people that Barbara and
I have met in the last few days for their
kindnesses and for the wonderful cards and
the flowers that came in when I had that
little flu bug.

We feel we have a much better under-
standing of your great country, sir, and the
great promise of what truly is a global part-
nership.

The substantive focus of my visit has been
the three very productive sessions that I had
with Prime Minister Miyazawa, an old and
respected friend. As leaders of the two larg-
est economies in the world with a wide
range of security and political, as well as
economic interest, we had an awful lot to
talk about. And on the basis of these discus-
sions, I can make three fundamental obser-
vations about U.S.-Japan relations.

First, our security alliance is sound. The
U.S.-Japan security treaty remains the core
of stability in East Asia, a region still beset
with the uncertainties of a world in pro-
found change. Japan’s generous host-nation
support agreement has helped ensure our
continuing ability to retain a forward-de-
ployed presence in Japan, a presence that
is essential to American, Japanese, and re-
gional interests.

Second, as we enter the post-cold-war era
with its many challenges and opportunities,
increased cooperation between the United

States and Japan on global issues and re-
gional problems is absolutely essential to
achieve the foreign policy objectives of both
countries. In this visit, we’ve dedicated our-
selves to building a more prosperous and
peaceful world. And for this purpose, the
Prime Minister and I have stressed the
common purposes of our global partnership,
and we’ve set forth the principles for this
partnership in a Tokyo Declaration.

And third, we made progress in our all-
important economic relationship. Over the
past few years we’ve worked with some suc-
cess to open markets here so both our coun-
tries can benefit from increased trade, lower
prices, better goods, and more jobs. And
indeed, we’ve increased our exports to
Japan some 70 percent since 1987 and cut
our trade deficit with Japan by about 30
percent.

My administration has negotiated some 11
arrangements to increase our exports in spe-
cific sectors. This trip adds another signifi-
cant but interim step to that progress, and,
of course, we will keep pressing ahead and
monitoring progress. I believe the U.S. Gov-
ernment and our business leaders have sent
a strong message about the importance of
fair access to markets.

The detail in the Action Plan, including
the voluntary import proposals involving
many billions of dollars and increased U.S.
content for Japanese cars made in the
United States, make it clear that the mes-
sage has been received.

Our agreement on government computer
procurement will open up additional oppor-
tunities in a large leading-edge industry for
the United States. We’ve worked out spe-
cific commitments in other sectors rep-
resenting increased opportunities for U.S.
exports including auto parts, paper, and
glass and resolved over 50 standards prob-
lems, this is the key, 50 standards problems
that have impeded American businesses.
And we’ve agreed to expand our Structural
Impediments Initiative by adding new com-
mitments that will help us follow up on this


