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further tests?
The President. No further tests. Totally

ruled out anything other than the 24-hour
flu. I’ve had an EKG, perfectly normal. I’ve
had blood pressure taken and probing
around in all kinds of ways. And it’s all
going very well, indeed. And I got a call
from Bill Webster today, former head of
CIA. I didn’t take it, but somebody passed
it along, and he told me of exactly the same
thing happening to him where he went in
and totally collapsed.

So, this is the flu. I’m very fortunate that
in all the years that I’ve been President,
I don’t think I’ve had much of it. And so,
let me just take this question and then reas-
sure the American people and others that
have expressed so much interest that that’s
all there is to it. Nothing else to it.

And somebody asked me earlier, am I
going to slow down my schedule? I don’t
think it has anything to do with speed or
slowness of the schedule. One of the busi-
nessmen, who is young and aggressive and
eager, this morning—a young guy on this
trip—got it. I understand some of the jour-
nalists have had flu. And people in our
country have had it, so why isn’t the Presi-
dent entitled to 24 hours? [Laughter]

But really, I’m glad to get the question
because they’ve done all the checking in the
world. The heart is normal, the thyroid, or
whatever is left of it, is going fine, and—
[laughter]—I really have no hesitancy or
worry at all.

Q. Are you at all concerned that now that
you’ve had two quite, sort of public health
episodes, that some of the Democratic polit-
ical opponents who are a lot younger than
you might make a subtle issue out of the
fact that you’re somewhat older and perhaps
you, because of your hectic schedule——

The President. Do you think only old peo-
ple get the flu, Rita [Rita Beamish, Associ-
ated Press]? Do you think only old people
get the flu? I think Democrats get the flu
from time to time. [Laughter] So, I
wouldn’t worry about that. I think it would
backfire if somebody tried to make an issue.
I’ve been blessed by a good, strong physical
condition. I played tennis yesterday and
then, wham, got hit with the flu. But that’s
perfectly normal. So, I don’t think there’s
any political downside.

I have always said that if I felt I couldn’t
do my job for some physical reason, I
wouldn’t run for President. But all signals
are still go.

Multilateral Trade Negotiations
Q. I’ve got a question for Mr. Miyazawa.

I think you referred to giving impetus to
the Uruguay round talks, to the Dunkel
document. I wonder what sort of momen-
tum you’re talking about. What sort of mo-
mentum does Japan intend to add?

The Prime Minister. This document refers
to this moment which could be a stimulus
or whatever you call it. Now, at these final
stages of the Uruguay round talks, the talks
would be boiled down, and in this Dunkel
text, which is not a final text, the issues
have been clarified. So, the range of issues
are becoming narrower. That is what we
are referring to.

’92 Presidential Election
Q. Mr. President, I read an interview, a

transcript of an interview with Mrs. Bush
in which she stated that if there should
come a defeat in November for you, that
she wouldn’t be extremely disappointed at
the possibility of doing some other things.
I’m wondering, sir, are you mentally pre-
pared for the possibility of not winning in
November, and if you have given any
thought to her view of doing something else
other than going all over the world and liv-
ing 18-hour days?

The President. The answer to your ques-
tion is no and no. [Laughter] I think I’m
going to win. I have not thought of any
alternative. I believe I’ve been a good Presi-
dent. Everybody talks about ‘‘dogged by
sagging polls’’—any time the country is fac-
ing problems and people are hurting, the
President must and should pay a certain
price for that. But I’m also confident that
our economy will recover, and I think that
we’ll have a strong case to take to the Amer-
ican people.

So literally, I’ve never thought about it.
I don’t think ‘‘defeat’’ when I’m fixing to
go into a campaign, and I don’t think of
alternatives. So, it never has come up. Now,
I won’t give her equal time. I don’t know


