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Tonight, we celebrate the essence of this
new world order and the opportunity to be
true partners in its construction. We see
how former enemies can become close allies
and friends, real friends, each supporting,
competing, growing, dreaming. Each under-
stands that we must resolve our differences
fairly and constructively.

Our people both believe in work, commu-
nity, faith, and family. We know how de-
mocracy supports the cause of peace among
nations. We realize that although half a
world may separate us, great ties unite us,
ties that are economic and military, moral,
and intellectual.

Your Majesty, the name you have chosen
for your reign can be translated as “achiev-
ing peace.” That choice signifies your deep
personal commitment to this noble aspira-
tion and your resolve not to revisit the trag-
edies of the past. We are now closer to
achieving the blessings of peace than we

have been at any time in this century.

When the great Japanese novelist
Kawabata received the Nobel Prize in lit-
erature, the citation praised him for “build-
ing a spiritual bridge spanning East and
West.” In this changing world where the
walls that once divided whole nations from
each other are crumbling, we all must be-
come both bridges to and partners in a new
world order.

In that spirit and with heartfelt thanks,
Your Majesty, for your wonderful hospi-
tality, I ask all of your guests to raise their
glasses. To your health, sir, and to the
bridge of friendship and common purpose
uniting our countries, to those who built
it and cross it still, and to the prosperity
of our two great peoples.

Note: The President spoke at 8:10 p.m. at
the Imperial Palace.

Remarks and an Exchange With Reporters on Arrival From the Trip

to Asian/Pacific Nations
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The President. Let me first say that it is
great to be home, and Barbara and I want
to thank all those who made this important
trip a success. Secretary Brady is with us
here, Secretary Mosbacher, and then our
first-ever Presidential delegation of business
leaders. T want to thank also in addition
to them our ambassadors, their dedicated
staffs, and so many others. And I really want
to offer my heartfelt thanks to countless
people at home and abroad who so kindly
offered prayers and good wishes when I had
that very brief but dramatic bout with the
flu.

Our mission was uniquely American.
America is a world leader not just because
of our military or economic might but be-
cause we've always held the conviction that
were part of something larger than our-
selves. We now live in an entirely different
economic world than a generation ago and
in a completely different political and secu-
rity environment than just a year ago. For-
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eign relations have never before been so
important to our well-being at home. When
we foster democracy abroad, when we
strengthen our security engagements with
our allies and friends, when we work to
open markets and expand trade, we make
a priceless investment in our own children’s
future.

The Tokyo meeting I concluded yesterday
with Prime Minister Miyazawa caps a suc-
cessful series of talks with four of America’s
most important friends in the Asia-Pacific
region. With each of these countries, Aus-
tralia, Singapore, Korea, and Japan, we're
forging ever-stronger bonds of democratic
values, of mutual security, and of economic
growth through expanding trade. Each of
four nations that I visited are robust democ-
racies. With each we confirmed the neces-
sity of providing nourishment for the blos-
soming of democracy throughout the region.

At each stop on our journey I reaffirmed



