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tralia understand this. We intend to remain
engaged no matter whatever the changing
security arrangements of our time.

And yes, we’ve talked about it here today
with the Prime Minister, with the leader
of the opposition, with others. The cold war
is over. But the threat of communism which
for so many decades occupied our energies
is now replaced by the instabilities of ethnic
rivalries and regional conflicts. And yes, the
Soviet Union, as we have known it, is his-
tory. It’s a new era. But like Australia, the
United States has fought three wars in Asia
over the past 50 years. We know that our
security is inextricably linked to stability
across the Pacific, and we will not put that
security and stability at risk. I can assure
you that the United States intends to retain
the appropriate military presence to protect
its allies and to counter threats to peace.

Just recently in the Persian Gulf we wit-
nessed that the dangerous combination of
volatile regional conflicts and weapons of
mass destruction requires our constant at-
tention. And so, I salute Australia’s leader-
ship in stemming the threat of chemical,
biological, and nuclear weapons. It’s your
children and the children of the entire
world who will grow up in a safer world
thanks to such efforts.

Australia and the United States are also
working to end another long-standing and
tragic regional conflict. Our combined ini-
tiatives in the United Nations have been
major factors in the progress toward peace
and free elections in Cambodia. Both of us
have now reestablished official representa-
tion in Phnom Penh in order to move the
peace process forward. Australia is making
an additional contribution by sending a sen-
ior military officer to head the U.N. peace-
keeping force in Cambodia. And I am proud
of our collective efforts to end the night-
mare in Cambodia and usher in a new era
of hope and rebuilding.

And finally, American and Australian aspi-
rations for the future are evident in our in-
creasing cooperation on such matters as en-
vironmental protection, educational, and so-
cial issues. We can take pride in our Gov-
ernments’ joint actions toward conservation
of the tropical forests, protecting endan-
gered species, and promoting technologies
for clean-burning coal.

Australia also plays a leading role in the
international fight against illicit drugs. And
I know I speak for millions of American
parents in expressing thanks for your efforts
to fight drug abuse, to fight drug trafficking.

I believe the next generations of Aus-
tralians and Americans will grow even clos-
er. I see no threat to that at all. And I
foresee a steady expansion of travel and cul-
tural exchanges in years to come. Australia’s
natural beauty, of which I’ve seen regret-
tably little this trip, is really sensational, a
powerful magnet for American tourists. But
more than this, it is the spirit of your coun-
try that earns Australia so much admiration
in our country, in America, and indeed
around the world. Your artists’ contributions
to film and dance and music have whetted
our appetites for more and more things
Australian. U.S. television carries Australian-
rules football, and many Americans enjoy
the rough and tumble of hard hitting with
reckless abandon. We have something simi-
lar; we call it politics in the United States.
[Laughter]

But I credit the clear air of Australia for
its effect on one of the freshest minds now
working in Washington. I’m speaking about
our Secretary of Education, Lamar Alexan-
der. In 1987, after completing 8 years as
Governor of Tennessee, Lamar took his wife
and children to spend half a year in this
beautiful country. And now that he’s joined
my Cabinet as Secretary of Education,
Lamar Alexander is working for revolution-
ary changes to improve our schools.

And this, too, is part of our program to
make America competitive and strong and
to help it grow. Secretary Alexander is pro-
moting innovative ideas that he saw in prac-
tice right here in Australia, for instance the
large measure of freedom that Australians
have in choosing among private and reli-
gious or state-operated schools. And when
we succeed with some of these reforms,
we’ll thank pathfinders such as Australians
for their example.

Of course, we’ve always shared fraternal
ties and a spirit of freedom ever since an
American vessel named Philadelphia be-
came the first trading ship to call at Syd-
ney’s Port Jackson in 1792. Almost a centu-


