
70

Jan. 10 / Administration of George Bush, 1992

The Economy

Q. Mr. President, don’t the unemploy-
ment figures show you that the economy
is in fact getting worse?

The President. No, I don’t think that. But
they are certainly unsatisfactory. And what
they show is, we need growth. And we need
to stimulate growth in a sound, fiscally
sound way and not through some way that
will set the economy back by shooting inter-
est rates, long-term rates, up through the
roof. And by that I mean things that are
going to recklessly break this budget agree-
ment. They show that the economy has
been sluggish. They show that people are
hurting. And they show that we need to

get going now with a growth agenda that
will do short-term that which it can do; a
lot of the suggestions are more long-term.
And I think they show that, I hope they
show that wherever we can make progress
on expanding markets abroad, we ought to
do it. And that’s one reason I’m satisfied
that we have made real progress on this
trip. I think it will help in that situation.

Thank you all very much.

Note: The President spoke at 9:15 a.m. upon
arrival at Andrews Air Force Base in Camp
Springs, MD, from his trip to Asian/Pacific
nations. In his remarks, he referred to Gov.
Mario Cuomo of New York and Premier Li
Peng of China.
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Thank you all very much for that wel-
come, and thank you, Bill Moss, especially,
and thank you for the job you did as Chair-
man in launching the Drug Advisory Coun-
cil.

I’m delighted to be home. And you’ve got
to admit, when I get the flu, I do it in
a very dramatic—[laughter]—way. But it
was so embarrassing. [Laughter] But I do
feel well, a little bit jet-lagged. We just flew
12 straight hours from Tokyo. In fact, we
got here before we took off, if you look
at the international dateline. So, you will
excuse me if I’m a little bit tired. But my
health is good, and I am so grateful to so
many across our wonderful country and
then also in Japan who, I think, thinking
I was a little more seriously sick than I was,
expressed their concerns. And I just want
to say thanks to everybody who did that.

I am delighted to be here. I did not want
to go off to Camp David without stopping
by this very, very important meeting. And
I’m glad to be here with so many hard
workers. I want to single out, of course,
Bob Martinez, the former Governor of Flor-
ida, who is in charge of the fiercely commit-
ted fighters in our battle to lead America
away from drugs. You heard from one of

these earlier when David Kearns, represent-
ing Lamar Alexander—David, our outstand-
ing executive there at the Department of
Education. And in addition, we are very for-
tunate in a Government sense to have the
leadership of Attorney General Bill Barr,
who is working closely with Bob Martinez,
with Lou Sullivan, our very able Secretary
of HHS, intimately involved in all of this.
And we are trying as a Government to meet
this scourge head-on.

But I believe that the answer lies right
here. I know it lies with the leadership from
Jim Burke who is sitting here at my left.
As many of you are aware, Jim’s done an
outstanding job unleashing the power of the
media through this Partnership for a Drug-
Free America. There is no way that Govern-
ment itself could do what this individual has
done in getting the message, antidrug mes-
sage, out across this country. We are very,
very grateful to him.

I also am sitting next to another tireless
worker, very successful man, Alvah Chap-
man, who just took this on to organize this
meeting, organize this crusade all across the
country, providing all of us with the vision
and leadership this whole coalition move-
ment represents. So, my thanks to him.


