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I was told by Jim, coming in here, of the
many successful efforts going in the com-
munities represented here and then some
that aren’t even represented. And so, I want
to thank all who have come from all across
this land to explore this idea of community
coalitions gathering momentum. And if you
needed any inspiration—I didn’t get to hear
her; maybe she hadn’t sung yet. But I've
heard her many times. She’s been our guest
up at Camp David. If you need a little mo-
mentum-gathering, try Sandy Patti on for
size because she is magnificent.

Well, let me just say, it is a pleasure to
be back, and it was a great trip. Ten fas-
cinating days in the Far East talking and
listening and learning, working hard for the
objectives that we all share of trying to get
this country moving through expanding our
exports markets, assuring our friends also
that we are going to stay actively involved
in the Pacific. You know, given all the
changes in Eastern Europe and the hope
that is about now because of people that
had hated each other over the years, been
ancient enemies, now talking in the Middle
East, some in the Pacific area thought that
we’ve just forgone our interests in that part
of the world. So, I wanted to convince those
leaders there that we will fulfill our security
responsibilities to that critical area, and we
will stay actively involved with that area, our
largest trading partner incidentally.

But I came here today because I really
believe that what you do is vitally important
to the well-being of our country. And I
wanted to just say this to you: Your Nation
recognizes the critically important work of
your community antidrug coalitions, and
your Nation is very, very grateful to each
and every one of you.

We are working hard, all of us, all of you,
to blast the curse of drugs off the face of
our map. Our antidrug effort is one of the
highest priorities of any domestic initiative
in the Federal Budget. In 1992, our budget
proposal called for $11.7 billion for the drug
war, an increase of 82 percent since the
beginning of our administration and an 11-
percent increase since the previous year,
one of the largest in the entire overall budg-
et.

In our war, you know the answer, and
I understand and think I know the answer,

we are seeing results. I'm not sure the en-
tire country understands this yet, Jim and
Alvah, but I believe we are seeing results.
For 1990, we exceeded our goal for reduc-
ing overall drug use. We’d hoped for a de-
crease of 10 percent between 88 and 90,
and it fell by more than that. I believe the
figure was 11 percent. Occasional cocaine
use went down 29 percent when we’d set
a goal—I think again, trying to just think
positively, I think the goal we had set in
our minds was 10 percent.

For 1991, figures show we’ve even more
dramatically exceeded many of our goals,
particularly in areas like adolescent cocaine
use. You know and I know there’s a prob-
lem. It's a horrible thing to think about,
adolescent cocaine use. But it’s out there,
and it’s tough. And we are making headway.
We’d hoped to reduce that by 30 percent
since 1988, and it’s fallen more than 60 per-
cent. So, what youre doing is working.
What you're doing is having an effect and
saving the lives of children.

But let’s face it, much remains to be
done. More than 12.5 million, 12.5 million
Americans currently still use drugs; 1.9 mil-
lion of them currently use cocaine. And ad-
olescent drug use has fallen, but still more
than 1.3 million of our kids currently abuse
drugs.

We're also committed to toughening the
drug laws. We devote more effort to fight-
ing drugs than to any other single area of
crime. But we cannot do it alone. We need
Federal drug laws that are on the side of
the people. We need a bipartisan effort to
help law enforcement protect our present
and ensure our children’s future. As I said
2 years ago when we announced the drug
strategy, with this drug problem we face the
toughest challenge in decades. We face the
challenge not as partisans but as a Nation.

As we've said time and time again, we
cannot win the drug war through law en-
forcement alone. I'm convinced we can do
better on law enforcement, and I salute
those who are out there enforcing our laws.
But we can’t win it through law enforce-
ment alone. We've got to have effective
treatment programs, and we need national
action.
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