seems only right that it not all be about
politics and war and peace. We're talking
here about an educational agenda.

The challenge the future holds is to find
new ways to increase mutual understanding.
And I am confident that the Australian Cen-
ter will open many new paths for Americans
and Australians to deepen these ties, deep-
en our ties and help ensure prosperity for
our citizens.

So, this is a good day, a happy day. And
I know I speak for Barbara when I say that
we are both proud to have a part in it.

And to those Australians here, let me just
tell you what I told our joint meeting in
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here. We've really had a good time here.
And your hospitality has been absolutely
fantastic. And I think it says something
about how this center can prosper. People
just get that feeling of mutual camaraderie,
et cetera. That in itself, I think, will help
in these troubled times.

So, thank you all very much for being
a part of this.

Note: The President spoke at 2:20 p.m. in
Mural Hall at Parliament House. In his re-
marks, he referred to Nick Greiner, Premier
of New South Wales.

The President’s News Conference With Prime Minister Paul J.

Keating of Australia in Canberra
January 2, 1992

The Prime Minister. Good day. Thank you
for coming. And just before I invite the
President to say a few words, just to outline,
first of all, the structure of the press con-
ference so we can operate smoothly, our
program will be to take, first of all, some
general remarks from the President first and
then from me and then permit time for
about seven or eight questions. And I hope
we’ll be able to take a roughly even amount
from both the Australian and visiting press.
I presume you are delineated here some-
where and that we can point to you.

In the interest of maintaining order, I'll
nominate the questioner, who should state
their name and organization that they rep-
resent before directing the question to ei-
ther myself or to the President.

Could I now invite the President just to
make some introductory remarks, and then
T’ll follow him.

The President. My remarks, Mr. Prime
Minister, will be very brief. And I simply
want to, once again, thank you, thank all
of our official hosts, and thank the people
of Australia for the warmth of the reception
on this visit. We've enjoyed it. It’s been a
busy time. I hope that we’ve made progress
on the issues where we may have dif-
ferences. I should say “issue” because I

think there’s only one area of difficulty, and
we've talked about that very frankly with
you, sir, with the opposition, with agricul-
tural leaders. And I feel it’s been very fruit-
ful in terms of the U.S. on all of this.

But otherwise, I would simply say to you
we're very pleased to be here, and thank
you for your hospitality. And I'll be glad
to take my share of the questions.

The Prime Minister. Mr. President, I
thank you for those remarks and say what
an honor it has been for me to represent
the Government and people of Australia in
welcoming you and Mrs. Bush to Australia
and having you here. You've had a warm
reception from the Australian public, which
I think has been evident to everybody, and
we’ve been most, most pleased about that.

And it is true, we’ve had broad discus-
sions which I think have increased the
bonds of friendship between our two coun-
tries and certainly given me as Prime Min-
ister a chance, an opportunity to get to
know the President and his views and to
also make a couple of important, what we
think are important points to him. And that
was the importance that Australia places on
having the United States engaged in a politi-
cal and economic framework in the Asia-
Pacific and the importance of having won



