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Remarks at a Fundraising Brunch for Rich Williamson in Rosemont,
Illinois
August 2, 1992

Thank you all very, very much. What a
wonderful welcome. And that makes me
convinced that I’m going to win in Novem-
ber, too.

Let me thank Rich Williamson. And good
morning and my respects to Jane, and of
course, to Jim Edgar, who is just doing a
superb job as Governor of this State. You
ought to be very, very proud of him. Rich
couldn’t have a better man at his side than
secretary of state George Ryan, longtime
friend. I’m grateful also to the Lieutenant
Governor, Bob Kustre, who was out there
at the airport to say hello; and to the State’s
attorney, Jack O’Malley; my old friend Con-
gressman Phil Crane, with us today. And
if you want some heavy lifting done in the
fundraising, get H. Clark involved. H.,
thank you very, very much for what you’ve
done here. And also, I want to salute our
State chairman, Al Jourdan. And national
committeewoman Mary Jo Arndt is here
today. I see she brought some of her family
with her; that’s good.

It’s great to be back here in Chicago.
I was half tempted to call the Mayor while
I’m in town. My guess is that he was pretty
upset by his party’s recent gathering in New
York. He thought Chicago had the nick-
name ‘‘the Windy City.’’ [Laughter]

But this afternoon, I want to tell you a
story about a young girl, poor in pocket
but rich in hope, who left her German vil-
lage to come to America. She came in
search of something larger than herself, a
future for her children and for their chil-
dren. Here in Chicago, she married another
immigrant. She took in laundry; he sold
clothes. They lived in a tiny apartment and
never gave up hope that their daughter
would have a better future and their daugh-
ter’s son an even better one.

That’s how this country was born. And
that’s how it grew into the most proud,

the most free nation on the face of the
Earth. America became great through mil-
lions of stories like this, stories of men and
women who left behind their homes in
order to take a chance on a dream for their
children here in the land of opportunity.

If that young woman I just told you about
were here today, she would see how her
sacrifice made the American dream come
true for her grandson. She would see with
pride that he stands here today, determined
to make that dream come true for all of
us, the sons and the daughters of Illinois,
the whole country. Helen Salisbury would
be proud to see the next Senator from Illi-
nois, her grandson, Rich Williamson.

As he said, Rich and I go back a long
way. Rich and his dog, Mac, knew Millie
before she was a best-selling author.
[Laughter] So I’m here out of friendship
for a brilliant, dedicated leader. But I’m
also here for what’s good for the United
States of America. I thought George Ryan
put it very, very well when he spelled out
what’s at stake here because Rich’s race
and the race I’m involved in have a lot
in common. If you really want to make a
change in this country, let’s change the in-
stitution that hasn’t changed for 38 years
and change control of the United States
Congress. Rich can do a lot to help.

In the dog days of summer, it’s very easy
to be attracted to the new candidate, the
one who says the things the polls say the
people want to hear. But by the fall, the
American people look more closely, and
they ask this question: Who do we trust
to change America? Who has the ideas to
carry us forward to a better future?

Rich Williamson is a leader worthy of
your trust. Just as we’ve changed the world,
we now have the ideas to change America.
Rich and I both believe that to lead a great

VerDate 11-MAY-2000 07:28 May 21, 2003 Jkt 010199 PO 00000 Frm 00013 Fmt 1240 Sfmt 1240 D:\PAPERS2\92PAP2.000 APPS10 PsN: 92PAP2


