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The President’s News Conference
January 29, 1993

Homosexuals in the Military
The President. Good afternoon, ladies and

gentlemen. I’m sorry, we had a last-minute delay
occasioned by another issue, not this one.

The debate over whether to lift the ban on
homosexuals in the military has, to put it mildly,
sparked a great deal of interest over the last
few days. Today, as you know, I have reached
an agreement, at least with Senator Nunn and
Senator Mitchell, about how we will proceed
in the next few days. But first I would like
to explain what I believe about this issue and
why, and what I have decided to do after a
long conversation, and a very good one, with
the Joint Chiefs of Staff and discussions with
several Members of Congress.

The issue is not whether there should be ho-
mosexuals in the military. Everyone concedes
that there are. The issue is whether men and
women who can and have served with real dis-
tinction should be excluded from military service
solely on the basis of their status. And I believe
they should not.

The principle on which I base this position
is this: I believe that American citizens who
want to serve their country should be able to
do so unless their conduct disqualifies them
from doing so. Military life is fundamentally dif-
ferent from civilian society; it necessarily has
a different and stricter code of conduct, even
a different code of justice. Nonetheless, individ-
uals who are prepared to accept all necessary
restrictions on their behavior, many of which
would be intolerable in civilian society, should
be able to serve their country honorably and
well.

I have asked the Secretary of Defense to sub-
mit by July the 15th a draft Executive order,
after full consultation with military and congres-
sional leaders and concerned individuals outside
of the Government, which would end the
present policy of the exclusion from military
service solely on the basis of sexual orientation
and at the same time establish rigorous stand-
ards regarding sexual conduct to be applied to
all military personnel.

This draft order will be accompanied by a
study conducted during the next 6 months on
the real, practical problems that would be in-

volved in this revision of policy, so that we will
have a practical, realistic approach consistent
with the high standards of combat effectiveness
and unit cohesion that our armed services must
maintain. I agree with the Joint Chiefs that the
highest standards of conduct must be required.

The change cannot and should not be accom-
plished overnight. It does require extensive con-
sultation with the Joint Chiefs, experts in the
Congress and in the legal community, joined
by my administration and others. We’ve con-
sulted closely to date and will do so in the
future. During that process, interim measures
will be placed into effect which, I hope, again,
sharpen the focus of this debate. The Joint
Chiefs of Staff have agreed to remove the ques-
tion regarding one’s sexual orientation from fu-
ture versions of the enlistment application, and
it will not be asked in the interim.

We also all agree that a very high standard
of conduct can and must be applied. So the
single area of disagreement is this: Should some-
one be able to serve their country in uniform
if they say they are homosexuals, but they do
nothing which violates the code of conduct or
undermines unit cohesion or morale, apart from
that statement? That is what all the furor of
the last few days has been about. And the prac-
tical and not insignificant issues raised by that
issue are what will be studied in the next 6
months.

Through this period ending July 15th, the De-
partment of Justice will seek continuances in
pending court cases involving reinstatement.
And administrative separation under current De-
partment of Defense policies based on status
alone will be stayed pending completion of this
review. The final discharge in cases based only
on status will be suspended until the President
has an opportunity to review and act upon the
final recommendations of the Secretary of De-
fense with respect to the current policy. In the
meantime, a member whose discharge has been
suspended by the Attorney General will be sepa-
rated from active duty and placed in standby
reserve until the final report of the Secretary
of Defense and the final action of the President.
This is the agreement that I have reached with
Senator Nunn and Senator Mitchell.
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