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the way this Federal Government works. We
are going to reinvent it, and we’re going to
make it work again.

We are going to try to do what our adversar-
ies always talked about, and that is to empower
people, not entitle them. Whether it’s welfare
or trade or industrial policy or technology policy,
what the American people want is a hand up,
not a handout, and we’re going to give it to
them, if we can get the kind of support we
need across the country to support these
changes.

And most importantly, we’re going to try to
recreate a sense of partnership and community
in America again, an America in which we don’t
have a person to waste. I believe as strongly
as I can say that if we could create in this
country a feeling burning in the heart of every
American, that it was simply unacceptable to
let one life go that could be saved, we could
solve virtually every problem we have. Because
if you look at every place where the system
has broken down, the manifestation of that
breakdown is somebody’s life that is less than
it ought to be. These children being shot in
the streets—we’re in Somalia, debating how we
can keep peace in Somalia when the mortality
rate is greater in some neighborhoods in the
United States of America.

The immunization initiative that you’ve read
about that we’re going to be announcing in the
next few days, you know, we were actually criti-
cized in a story in the New York Times for
the idea that the National Government might
use its purchasing power to buy enough vaccines
to immunize all the kids in the country. And
people say, well, that would be bad if we did
that. It would be better if we don’t and we
let these kids get sick?

All the factory workers in this country that
are losing their jobs because we have no real
strategy to create jobs, let me just say in paren-
theses here: As Democrats, we ought not ever
to forget that there is a big difference between
economic measurements of progress and wheth-
er that progress is manifested in the real lives
of people. In the 1980’s, the stock market tri-
pled, but the Fortune 500 companies reduced
employment. And the difference was made up
by small business. So we can have a strong econ-
omy on the surface where the stock market is
booming, but if small business people can’t get
bank loans at the local bank, jobs won’t be cre-
ated for all these people that are losing their

big employee jobs. And we have to remember
things like that. With all this so-called economic
recovery of the last 6 months, we’re not creating
jobs yet. And we’ve got to find a way to put
people back to work. That is the ultimate and
first test of whether life is working in America.

Finally, let me reiterate a line that I borrowed
from President Roosevelt for the Inaugural
speech. We learned in the 1980’s that we had
to be about bold, persistent experimentation.
That is what I want to try to convince Congress
and the country we ought to do. It means that
we will try some things that will not work. And
when we do, we have to have the courage to
quit. One of the weaknesses of our Government
is that when we start something that doesn’t
work, or whether we start something that does,
we keep on doing it. We have to have the cour-
age to experiment, to try, to stop, to start again.
I am convinced that if we do that, we can deal
with the health care crisis; we can deal with
the deficit; we can deal with all these problems,
but ultimately, we can change the shape of peo-
ple’s lives. And if I might say—I know that
it defies the momentary conventional wisdom—
I think we’re off to a pretty good start.

The United States Congress in the next few
days—maybe both Houses after the recess—will
pass the new budget for the National Institutes
of Health. And now we’ll be able to go back
to doing research, including fetal tissue, that
offers great progress in dealing with children
with diabetes and Parkinson’s and Alzheimer’s
problems and other problems. I think that is
progress.

The United States Senate was good enough
to confirm every one of my Cabinet members,
save one, on the day after I became President,
the first time in longer than a generation that
that had happened. And I did get into a con-
troversy. But you know something? If you just
want me to do things that are easy, you should
have elected somebody else President.

When we deal with things that are hard, there
ought to be debate. There ought to be discus-
sion. People ought to say they disagree. They
ought to call the White House and jam the
phone lines. And by the way, there’s a 1964
switchboard in the White House. That’s one rea-
son that the phone lines are jammed. But I’m
just telling you, I think this is exciting. We need
to shake things up. We need to have a debate
in this country again. We need to do things
and talk about things, get them out and let
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