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people argue.

I think together we can do what we were
hired to do. But remember: I think we are about
the business of creating a new Democratic ma-
jority if, but only if, we go to where the people
are, lift them up, bring them with us, and
change their lives. That requires a decent atten-
tion to the opinions of Republicans who want
to help in change, too, and most importantly,
a passionate determination never to forget that
there is a real reason that most Americans re-

membered—2,000 of their number who won a
lottery to come to the White House. They
haven't felt like it was their house in a long
time. You help me give it back to them, and
we’ll have a bright future.

Thank you, and God bless you all.

NoTE: The President spoke at 9:21 p.m. at the
National Building Museum. In his remarks, he re-
ferred to Gov. Michael J. Sullivan of Wyoming
and Gov. Ann Richards of Texas.
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Thank you very much. Thank you very much,
Governor Romer, ladies and gentlemen. 1 felt
pretty good sitting at that table although that’s
my real place over there. [Laughter] We had
a wonderful meeting yesterday, I thought, for
a long time, maybe the longest time a President
has ever met with a group of Governors, but
we were discussing a terribly important issue:
health care. And then we also got to discuss
the deficit crisis and the budget problems a
little bit.

I wanted to come here today, as you prepare
to leave, to once again reaffirm my commitment
to working in partnership with the Governors.
You deal with real people in a more immediate
way than, unfortunately, the President often gets
to do. When I was a Governor, every day I
would hear directly from people or see people
who had suffered from layoffs or had their busi-
nesses closed down or who were afraid of losing
their health coverage or who desperately wanted
to improve their schools.

As you and I learned from last year’s elec-
tions, the only pattern was not a partisan one.
It was a pattern of determination on the part
of the American people to have their political
system and their Government address their real
concerns. They don’t want our process divided
by partisanship or dominated by special interest
or driven by short-term advantage. They know
things that have too often been forgotten here
over the last dozen years. The values that are
central to our country’s character must be cen-
tral to our Government: work, family, faith, op-
portunity, responsibility, and community.
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What I appreciated about this meeting is that
no matter what our region or our party, we've
always gotten together and tried to pay serious
attention to our problems. I think the Governors
have exemplified for the last dozen years the
bold, persistent experimentation that President
Roosevelt called for at the beginning of the
Great Depression when he took office. And I'm
here to tell you that I'm going to do everything
I can to work with you in partnership to share
ideas and resources and energy to try to do
what we can to move this country forward.

As we discussed health care, economic policy,
and the deficit yesterday, I'd like to spend just
a few moments today talking about something
that many of us have been working on since
the middle 1980’s, the issue of welfare reform.

I've often spoken with many of you about
the need to end welfare as we know it, to make
it a program that supports people who have
fallen on hard times or who have difficulties
that can be overcome, but eventually and ulti-
mately a program that helps people to get on
their feet through health care, child care, job
training, and ultimately a productive job.

No one likes the welfare system as it currently
exists, least of all the people who are on it
The taxpayers, the social service employees
themselves don’t think much of it either. Most
people on welfare are yearning for another alter-
native, aching for the chance to move from de-
pendence to dignity. And we owe it to them
to give them that chance.

In the middle 1980’s, when I was a Governor
here, I worked with Governor Castle, now a



